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	DJ Raphi

	Birth name
	Raphael Nathan

	Also known as
	DJ Four Eyez

	Genres
	· Beatboxing
· Hip hop

	Years active
	2007–present

	Labels
	Dominance Records

	Associated acts
	Kippalive, Kosher Flava, Xtaza, Beatbox JLM


DJ Raphi is the stage name of Raphael Nathan, a Johannesburg-born DJ, beatboxer,[1] dancer, and recording artist currently based in Jerusalem, Israel. He is known in the bboy circles under the moniker DJ Four Eyez.[2] His mission is to "promote Jewish music, Jewish customs, and Jewish culture by making it popular and accessible to people of all ages."[3]
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Musical beginnings and beatboxing[edit]
Nathan started taking drum lessons when he was 10,[4] which quickly led him to beatboxing as a way to "to remember what [he] learned and to improve [his] rhythmical ability" since he didn't have a drum kit to practice on.[5]
At the age of 14, Nathan participated in and won a vocal music competition hosted by the famous Israeli DJ Yoram Vazana[6] on the (now defunct) 99 ESC FM radio station.[7] He then went on to win the Israeli national beatboxing championship in 2007.[7]
At the age of 21 he was recruited by the internationally successful Israeli vocal ensemble Voca People, however due to conflicts with Nathan's orthodox Jewish lifestyle he had to quit the group because their touring schedule included performances during Shabbat.[7]
DJ Raphi[edit]
As DJ Raphi, Nathan became well known in the Jewish world for producing viral videos that take on the theme of the Jewish holidays through modern day hip-hop music, accompanied by beatboxing and breakdancing.
The first of these was a Hanukkah video of Raphi offering free jelly doughnuts to strangers on the streets of Jerusalem on the condition that they dance with him.[8] Then followed a similar Purim video, with the traditional Hamantashen cookie replacing the Hanukkah doughnut.[9]
DJ Raphi's next hit was the "Lulav Shake."[10] The video, filmed on the streets of Tel-Aviv,[11] celebrates the holiday of Sukkot during which worshipers shake the Lulav (a date palm frond) at the four corners of the Sukkah. [12]
The latest in the series of videos was a 2019 edition of the "Hanukkah Dance" video,[13] this time produced in collaboration with the Jerusalem municipality.[14]
Premium Entertainment[edit]
Nathan runs the Premium Entertainment LTD. company[15] which markets the DJ Raphi Experience - an interactive DJ, beatboxing and breakdancing performance geared mainly towards Jewish teens and adults. With the DJ Raphi Experience he has performed at numerous Jewish events around the world, particularly those associated with the Bnei Akiva community.[16] The company employs a crew of roughly 10 DJs,[15] and operates a DJ Academy which offers sound, digital production and professional DJing courses.[17]
The company also runs two music groups for events: the Xtaza band starring four interactive dancers and singers, and the Beatbox JLM beatbox group.[1] In addition, Raphi does motivational anti-bullying speaking around the world as part of his mission to "to connect the world through dance and music".[1]
Breakdancing[edit]
Having taken breakdancing lessons since the age of 16, Nathan co-founded the Kosher Flava crew which went on to win the Israeli Street Festival breakdance competition 3 years in a row between 2010 and 2012.[18]
The Kosher Flava crew represented Israel at the Battle of the Year in France in 2011[19]and 2012,[20] at the Notorious IBE festival in the Netherlands in 2011, and at the DOYOBE International Hip Hop Festival in Salzburg in 2013.[21]
Nathan's bboy nickname in the crew was Four Eyez.
As DJ Four Eyez he has regularly DJ-ed at international breakdancing competitions.[22]
Kippalive and X-Factor[edit]
In 2013, Nathan started Kippalive, an a cappella group that featured close harmony singing, beatoxing and breakdancing. That same year the group auditioned for the 1st season of the Israeli X-Factor reality TV program and got as far as the "bootcamp" stage.[23]
Kippalive went on to achieve online popularity with a series of viral videos that feature versions of pop songs reworked to reference Jewish themes, especially the celebration of Jewish holidays. The group's online success led to a series of articles in the international press.[24][25]
In 2017 they were invited to performed at the StandWithUs gala in San Diego, California, where the guest of honor was Israeli ambassador and former head of Israel's Foreign Ministry, Dore Gold.[26] They have also performed at the residence of Israeli President Reuven Rivlin.[25]
Nathan serves as the group's primary beatboxer and musical director. The group continue to perform together; their latest viral video, celebrating Hanukkah, was released in December 2019.
Recording and soundtrack work[edit]
Nathan has recorded numerous tracks as DJ Raphi[27] and as DJ Four Eyez.[22][28] He is regularly featured on the Battle of the Year soundtrack, an annually released compilation of hip hop and bboy music.[29][30]
He also provided the title track for Breaking Brooklyn (2018), a major motion picture released by Lionsgate.[31]
DJ Four Eyez's soundtrack work is licensed by the Dominance Records label (DE).
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