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[bookmark: _CTVP0010f284509eb6d4883bc7adaa0092c2731][bookmark: _CTVP001f1ed8bad97cb40d987bfc978259c1f48][bookmark: _CTVP001ef01ce19819f4a36a5f2a1b5e5ee88dd]In the aftermath of the triple disaster that occurred on 11 March 2011, the manner in which the Japanese media covered the events was heavily criticised both domestically and internationally. This criticism centred around the claim that the media had failed to sufficiently inform people about the Fukushima nuclear disaster and the dangers it posed (Itō, 2012). The media was further criticised for a lack of critical engagement with the government’s role and that of the nuclear plant’s operator, Tepco; indeed, the media even stood accused of having helped to downplay the seriousness of the nuclear disaster. It was claimed that the media had merely relayed the official statements of the public authorities, without bothering to conduct much research of its own or providing a platform for any criticism of the official line (McNeill, 2012). However, some authors defended the Japanese media against what they deemed to be overblown criticism, and instead drew attention to sensationalism and instances of misinformation on the part of foreign – and not least German – media (Coulmas & Stalpers, 2011; Johnston, 2011). 

[bookmark: _CTVP00134462216fbc848e0b531f9a1161f06a4][bookmark: _CTVP001018fc0fbac0f486cb9acddbf4f7c48a7]Yet the debate surrounding the disparities between Japanese and international reporting muddied the waters when it came to recognising that there were also very apparent differences in the depictions within the Japanese media itself. In contrast to some weekly and monthly publications that provided critical reporting (McNeill, 2012; Penney, 2012), there were shortcomings from the very media that witnessed the catastrophe at ground zero: the regional and local publishing companies, as well as the TV and radio broadcasters in the prefectures immediately affected by the tsunami and nuclear disaster in the North-East. The fact that, in the course of covering the disaster, their role was a completely different one to that played by the national media has thus far found scant attention in the German- and English-language literature – with some exceptions. Thus Kopper (2012, S. 6) drew attention to the fact that especially those daily newspapers published within the disaster area had gone beyond the mere relaying of official information: 

