Foreword

In the summer of 2017, I did a study on shrimp farming in the An Giang Province of southern Vietnam. The remote site was a 7-hour drive south from Ho Chi Minh City. In Vietnam, where farming shrimp for export has become a popular source of income, more and more farmers are taking a chance at it to improve their profits. Talking to one of them, we hit on the subject of how to dispose of all the shrimp that died of disease. In the scorching sun, the farmer replied without batting an eye: “I just dump them in the river.” “But that’s going to pollute the river, isn’t it?” I protested. “That’s not my responsibility,” he said. “That’s the government’s problem.” I was shocked by his unscrupulous way of talking.

As a country, Vietnam is an outstanding champion of environmental protection. In Asia, where deforestation is a major issue, it is one of the few countries that have successfully joined China’s afforestation efforts to restore forest areas, and the government is actively promoting environmental protection in accordance with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDNs) laid down by the UN. If these efforts are expanded to include individual regions and farmers, Vietnam may eventually find a solution to its shrimp-related pollution issues. On the other hand, my conversation with the farmer makes such hopes appear optimistic. The gap between what the UN and the developed countries are discussing at the top, and the daily struggle of the people “downstream” in the developing countries to improve their lives is simply too great, and merely treating the symptoms is unlikely to cure the disease. 
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