
It is a complex system that maintains an inequitable stance towards parents in disability; a stance that goes beyond those stances born of a negative social construct of disability. The modern state, under the aegis of the market economy and liberal dialogue, washes its hands clean of the challenges that boys and girls living with disabilities bring to its doorstep. At the same time, the state's systems justify shoving disabled people to the fringe of society, and help position them within the community as a social and economic burden. Concurrently, the parents of disabled children are expected – required, even – to devote their lives to caring, attending, mediating and representing, all in the absence of support, remuneration or even a voice of their own. In the Kennedy Study, which exposed narratives of parents in disability, one of the mothers described her experience as follows:
"The general population tells you – you're the parent, you're the advocate. You're the only one that will advocate for your child so you've got the guilt on your forehead so my God! If I don't do it…"
This web also saps the parents' voice of social legitimacy: a voice which brings to the fore the personal costs, relinquishments and sacrifices, as well as the skills, abilities and unique knowledge which come as part and parcel of the parents' satisfaction of the social, economic and legal requirements and expectations that they serve as agents of privatization for the state by acting as their children's sole supporters throughout the course of their lives. The public and legal system is asked to recognize the special status of parents in disability in order to heal the systemic flaw and the missing perspective described above. The critical approach that lies at the basis of my demands for recognition of the rights of parents in disability seeks to challenge the traditional dichotomist and hierarchical assumptions that establish parallel and integrative boundaries. The broad and all-encompassing outlook on human rights required for the recognition of rights of parents in disability will blur the binaries between the public and private spheres, between autonomy and independence and dependency and care, between civil-political rights and socio-economic rights, and between "human rights" and "group interests," respectively. At the basis of this approach lies the notion of perceiving the individual with a broad vision; in a deep, comprehensive and complex way; "thickly"; as both an individual and as a social being; as both a citizen and a part of a human network of dependency relationships.      
