2. The learning of fear and wisdom

It seems that the mitzvah of fear includes all the learning that brings one to the fear of God. Our Rabbis said on the verse, “Behold the fear of God is wisdom,” that, “They are one.” This alone is wisdom, as is written in the introduction to The Path of the Just.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is extremely strange: the definition of wisdom is something which requires in-depth study. Surely, there many things other than fear which require in-depth study.
The explanation for this appears to be that if one learns, and then passes on a precis of the conclusions of the in-depth learning to another, that person receives the wisdom just as one who spent a long time delving into it. 
For example, in-depth study of Jewish law – where there is a doubt due to a contradiction between two passages, or difficulties which arise in the words of the Talmud and legal authorities, requires deep thought and in-depth study to resolve the matter properly. But after it has been resolved, when one gives the summary to another, the listener knows it as well as the one who delved into it, who thought deeply and came up with the innovative resolution himself.
This is not the case with the fear of God. Even though studying fear is the same as other types of study in the arrangement of principles and laws, which tell us the greatness of our Creator, may He be blessed and elevated; and even though there are places and topics which require thorough clarification and resolution; nevertheless, even after the clarification, if one tells the precis of the concept to someone who has not immersed himself in the depth of the subject, he will not understand it.
The proof of this is the testimony given to us by the pious Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato, in his book Gates of Wisdom and Knowledge. He writes that one must know the root of wisdom and the focal point around which everything else revolves. However, the root can be explained briefly, but that is not the way to know it. Rather when one learns all the required details at length -- only then will he understand the importance of this root.
Therefore, certainly, only fear of God alone is wisdom – true wisdom which cannot transform to become mere knowledge without wisdom. But all the other forms of knowledge in the world -- whether the knowledge of the depths of Jewish law or the knowledge of the nature of reality as it truly is -- are only knowledge. But when there is a difficulty in attaining that knowledge, one is forced to use the power of wisdom. Which was originally only created for mankind for the purpose of [learning the wisdom of] fear.
