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Summary

In France, unemployment mitigation** is a major response to the Covid-19 crisis, putting the country high on the list of European countries that use it.  A temporary counter-cycle function that evolves, unemployment mitigation allows companies to adjust the number of hours worked along with production, while attempting to avoid lay-offs.
In this article, we analyse the use of this measure during the confinement period, based on complete administrative data available on June 22nd, 2020.  One of the strengths of the analysis is the comparison of the current use of this measure with the use before the public health crisis, and in particular, its use during the economic recession of 2008-2009.
In order to access the unemployment mitigation measure, the employer has to make a request to a regional government body. The request anticipates the reduced production levels of the employer, although employers tend to over-estimate actual hours of work. We describe these requests in terms of anticipated hours and workers in relation to the characteristics of the employers and the nature of their request, along with an analysis of the determinants of the likelihood to have made a request.

The employer can subsequently make a monthly claim for salary paid as unemployment mitigation, which is called an indemnisation claim. We present trends observed in the data with these claims, again in relation to hours and workers, employer characteristics, and the month by month transformation of requests to claims, in light of the rate of requests and claims.
Since employers have a year to submit their claims, based on the data and hypotheses, we estimate what the mitigation measure will actually cost for workers who benefit from the unemployement mitigation measure, for the months of March to May 2020. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]** Translator note:  this term was used by the European Union to describe the SURE.  The translator is happy to consider other possible terms.
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