
While modern poetry favours subjective and introverted forms, characterised by a form of self-expression that is genuinely individualistic and egocentric (in Adorno’s words, the ‘unrestrained individuation’ of the lyric work), extroverted forms, referencing external reality, still had a fundamental role to play in the Italian poetry of the Renaissance. Even at a time when Petrarch’s Fragmenta exercised a powerful normative influence over writing in verse, the range of subjects deemed suitable for poetry had thus remained wider than was crystallised in that paradigm. It was therefore perfectly acceptable for anyone writing poetry against that background to address matters that today we would undoubtedly consign to the territory of prose. Furthermore, as will become apparent on many occasions in the pages of this book, it was equally acceptable for such authors to compose poems that revealed their basis in historical circumstances which to our eyes would seem inherently unpoetical. 
 Secondly, the recent interest in poems by individuals who were prominent in the artistic panorama of the Italian Renaissance has shifted the modern bias towards subjective poetry onto a different level. Often reverting to the image of the lone genius operating in a cultural void, studies devoted to these authors have also lost sight of the fact that poetic writing at the time was usually a far from monological practice. Indeed, especially from the middle of the sixteenth century, in parallel with the expansion of literary society that was the subject of a magisterial study by Carlo Dionisotti, it tended to be a dialogical and often a choral activity. This communicative dimension was expressed for the most part as a conversation between a more or less extended circle of companions, with the aim of strengthening personal relationships of respect and friendship through reciprocal declarations of appreciation, support or an idealised commonality in spheres such as political understanding and aesthetic sensibility. 
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