B. Learning to Fear and its Wisdom

[bookmark: _GoBack]It seems that the commandment/mitzvah to fear includes any learning that eventually leads to the fear of God. The sages said of the verse “Fear of the Lord is wisdom” (Job 28:28) – “they are one”, that it/fear alone is considered wisdom, as it is written in the introduction to Mesilat Yesharim. And this idea is very bewildering: for the definition of wisdom is anything that requires investigation, and there are many things aside from fear that require investigation. And it appears that any learning – when one investigates and transmits the results of the investigation to his counterpart in a concise manner, the counterpart receives the wisdom as if he had investigated it intensely on his own, for an extended period. Like in matters of Halakha, where there arises doubt due to contradictory sugiyot/sources or difficulties in understanding the words of the Talmud and Poskim, diligence and investigation are required to resolve the matter, but once it is resolved, when one explains it concisely to another, he who listens will know it as if he had learned and investigated and resolved it himself; yet fearing God is unlike this, in that although learning to fear is akin to all other forms of learning in the organization of rules and regularities that demonstrate to us the greatness of our creator, may he be blessed and  sanctified, and in that there are places and issues that require inspection and examination, in any case, even after examining them, when they are summarized for the sake of another, who did not himself delve deeply into the matter, he shall not understand. And our witness to this is the testimony of the pious R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto in his book Pitchei Chochman v’Daat, that one must know the root of wisdom and the central point around which it revolves; and while the root of the matter can be transmitted concisely, there is no way to know it save from learning all of the required details at length, because only then can the significance of the root be understood. Therefore, surely only the fear of God alone is considered wisdom, a true wisdom that will not be transformed into mere knowledge that does not require wisdom. Yet all knowledge in this world, whether knowledge of deep halakhic matters or knowledge of the nature of things that exist, is essentially mere knowledge until it becomes difficult to understand, which then requires that we make use of the power of wisdom for their sake as well; a power which was initially created in man for the sake of fear alone. 
