WHAT IS NATION-DRIVEN ENVIRONMENTAL INVERSION?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Translator's note: Working title only] 


'As has been seen time and again throughout history, it is a nation's  protection of forests that has made locals the forest's enemy' (Radkau 2012: 426).[footnoteRef:2] This is the conclusion reached by Joachim Radkau, a giant in environmental history, who has researched the relationship between the authority of the state and the natural environment of soil, forest, water and climate. [2:  Translator's note: Original citation needed to identify if there is a pre-existing English version of the Radkau quote, which was no doubt originally written in German.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]There are no doubt many who would be surprised at his claim. Many of us who have an interest in preserving the environment, be it through ratification of international conventions on climate change, introduction of a carbon tax, or renewable energy subsidies, have not thought of the problem as one of nations being 'too involved', but rather of them being 'insufficiently involved'. I think many would think nations should become more engaged and allocate personnel and budgets for resource use and environmental conservation. But if we take a moment to pause and think deeply about Radkau's insight, we will realize that we have not closely verified the nature of the ripples caused in local societies by the policies nations have thrown at the natural environment. Tackling pressing environmental problems is important, but the nature of a society created by a particular approach to a problem and the changes in human society stimulated by a solution may in fact be more serious. This is because it is human society itself that decides whether a problem is even one about which something should be done, and it is also human society that takes charge of the results of interpretation.



