Parenting, disability, and gender: On the mothers of girls and boys with disabilities—a critique of disability and gender reading
This is a complex system that brings with it an unjust stance toward parents in disability. This stance goes beyond approaches that produce a negative social construction of disability. The modern state, under cover of the market economy and liberal discourse, washes its hands of the challenges that girls and boys living with disabilities bring. At the same time, state systems justify pushing wo/men with disabilities to the margins of society and help situate them within the community as an economic and social burden. Moreover, parents in disability are expected, even required, to devote their entire lives to the provision of care, treatment, advocacy, and representation—all this without any support or payment, and without any voice of their own. In a Canadian study that reveals the narratives of parents living in disability, one mother describes the situation as follows: 	Comment by Author: http://www.iss-annual-conference.org.il/mobile/2015/page.php?pageId=39&l=178

This phrase is used here to describe parents of children with disabilities who are not disabled themselves but who “live in disability” as a result of their position as caregivers. I can’t find that this phrase is used in English, where “parents of children with disabilities” is used. But as this is a specific phrase, I’ve translated it this way to emphasize it.
The general population tells you – you're the parent, you're the advocate. You're the only one that will advocate for your child so you've got the guilt on your forehead so my God! If I don't do it…[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Jay A. Goddard, Ron Lehr, Judith C. Lapadat, "Parents of Children with Disabilities: Telling a Different Story", 34(4) Can. J. Couns. 273, 279 (2000).] 

This web of circumstances produces a state of absence of social legitimacy for the parents’ voice. This voice would draw attention to the personal costs, sacrifices, and struggles, and to the unique expertise, abilities, and knowledge that accompany parents’ compliance with the socioeconomic and familial demands and expectations that they act as privatized state tools for the sole support of their children, for their whole lives. Public and legal systems must recognize the unique position of parents in disability, so as to remedy the systemic flaws and missing perspectives described above. The critical approach underpinning my call to recognize the rights and status of parents in disability seeks to challenge the traditional assumptions, dichotomies, and hierarchies in which these parallel and interlocking restrictions are mired. A comprehensive and full view of human rights, which calls for the recognition of the rights of parents in disability, blurs the binary between the public and private spheres, between autonomy/independence and dependency/caring, between civil-political and socioeconomic rights, and between “human rights” and “collective interests” respectively[footnoteRef:2]. The concept of perceiving the individual through a wide viewpoint, in a deep, broad, and complex manner—“thickly”—as an individual and a social being, as a citizen, and as part of a human network of dependent relationships, is the foundation of this approach[footnoteRef:3].   [2:  Compare Ziv, supra, note 182]  [3:  Compare Gavison, supra, note 143, pp.47-48] 

