The Holy Blood Ostensorium and the Changing of the Legends
The small rock crystal lamp containing the holy blood is one of two blood reliquaries that had demonstrably been present in San Marco since the late Middle Ages and whose origin from Constantinople was either asserted in the sources or seems likely based on their appearance.[footnoteRef:1] The crystal vial with the blood of Christ is, together with a cross reliquary and the skull of the Baptist, mentioned for the first time in Ranieri Zen’s report of miracles, and at the same time declared explicitly as part of the loot from 1204. The political implications of this statement can be traced precisely for the spring of 1265, as was argued above. But how important was it to the Doge to continue to maintain the venerable provenance of this reliquary in the years that followed?  [1:  On other blood reliquaries demonstrable only at later times in San Marco Polacco 2002.] 

Precisely the case of the blood reliquary sheds light on the fact that the Constantinople reference in Venice was on no account of such absolute relevance as the research would like to believe. Thus, it was already argued above that the Doge, with his diplomatic campaign of spring 1265 aiming at the Pope’s good will, was above all seeking an official recognition of the reliquary and its cult from the head of the Roman Church and the institutionalization of indulgences in a Papal bull. With regard to the authenticity and thus the veneration of the reliquaries involved in the miraculous ‘fire test,’ it seems to me that Ranieri’s reference to the origin of the reliquaries from Jerusalem is at least as important as his reference to their looting in Constantinople, especially with reference to the holy blood.
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