2	What do we mean by an “environmental state in reverse”?

“As we have seen repeated throughout history, it is precisely state forest conservation that has turned local residents against the forest” (Radkau 2012: 426). This is the conclusion drawn by Joachim Radkau, an expert in environmental history who has studied the natural environment including soil, forests, water, and climate, and its relationship with state power.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are perhaps many people who would be surprised by this claim. This is because many of us who are concerned about environmental protection see that the problem lies not in there being too much involvement by the state, but in a lack of involvement, regardless of the ratification of international treaties on climate change, the introduction of carbon taxes, or renewable energy subsidies. There are probably many people who believe that the state should play a larger role in issues such as resource use and environmental conservation, and that it should be more giving towards the workforce and the budget. If we but pause to reflect upon the insights of Radkau, we may, however, realize that we hadn’t properly understood what kind of ripple effect had been created by these policies thrown at the natural environment by the state. It is of course important to address pressing environmental issues, but perhaps the state of a society that problematizes the ‘issue’ in a certain direction, and the changes undergone by the human society urging for a ‘solution’ are more serious. For it is precisely this human society that decides ‘what issues need to be solved,’ and it is they who must also accept the consequences of any ensuing interpretations.
