

2. What is counterproductive state environmentalism?	Comment by A: Dear client,

Thank you for the opportunity to send a translation sample for your book. I opted to use a relatively casual style, as the book will appeal to a broader audience.

I chose to translate 「反転する環境国家」 as “counterproductive state environmentalism” because this expression is used as a noun here. For the title of the book, we may want to use an expression that sounds more “active.” For example, “When State Environmentalism Backfires.” 

Sincerely,

Your translator

“Time and again throughout history, it was precisely the state's protection of the forest that turned locals into enemies of the woodlands.”[footnoteRef:1] That, warns celebrated environmental historian Joachim Radkau, is what really happens when state power gets involved with protecting the natural environment—soil, forests, water, climate, and all the rest.	Comment by A: From p. 307 of the 2008 official English translation of Radkau’s “Nation and Power: A Global History of the Environment.” [1:  Radkau 2008, p. 307.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s a claim that will sound counterintuitive to many who care about nature. When it comes to environmental problems, we tend to feel that states intervene too little rather than too much. Most of us would rather see more countries ratify international conventions on climate change, introduce carbon taxes, and subsidize renewable sources of energy. We want to see our countries devote more money and labor to managing the use of resources and protecting the environment. But let’s stop and think for a moment about the insight Radkau is offering here. How many of us understand how the ripple effects of state-ordained environmental policies have affected local communities? Dealing with urgent environmental problems is important, of course. However, we may be facing an even more pressing issue: how our society leads us to characterize “problems” in a certain way, and how the “solutions” to these problems change human communities. It is society that determines which problems need solving, and society that suffers the consequences of whatever solutions we come up with.

Governments tend to implement a range of policies to solve environmental problems. These include turning land into protected areas, transitioning to renewable energy, using subsidies and taxation to boost the use of eco-friendly chemical fertilizers and support the development of technologies that limit pollution, nationalizing or privatizing shared resources to protect them, and so on.
