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1.
This position is a complex array that expresses an unjust position towards parents of disabled children; it lies beyond positions that are fostered by the negative social construction of disability. Under the aegis of the market economy and liberal discourse, the modern state washes its hands of the challenges posed by girls and boys living with disabilities. At the same time, state apparatuses justify pushing disabled people to the margins of society, thereby contributing to marking them out as a financial and social burden. All the same, parents of disabled children are expected, even required, to dedicate their lives to becoming their children’s guardians, worrying about them, advocating, and caring for them without any support, return, or even a voice of their own. In a Canadian study, which published the narratives of parents of disabled children, one of the mothers put it as follows:	
[bookmark: _Ref465851804]"The general population tells you – you're the parent, you're the advocate. You're the only one that will advocate for your child so you've got the guilt on your forehead so my God! If I don't do it…"[footnoteRef:1] [1:   Jay A. Goddard, Ron Lehr, Judith C. Lapadat, "Parents of Children with Disabilities: Telling a Different Story", 34(4) CAN. J. COUNS. 273, 279 (2000). ] 

This context also creates the condition which deprives the voice of the parents of its social legitimacy. Such a voice would strive to make clear the personal costs, compromises and sacrifices that parents who comply with the social, economic, and legal expectations and demands placed upon them by society must pay, as they are used as tools for the privatization of the state while they become the life-long sole supporters of their children; such a voice would also highlight the expertise, the unique knowledge, and skills that parents acquire in this difficult process. The social welfare and justice systems must recognize the special status of parents to disabled children, in order to correct for the systemic flaws and the missing perspective described above. The critical approach, which stands at the basis of my demand to recognize the rights and status of parents of disabled children, seeks to challenge the traditional assumptions, dichotomies and hierarchies which engender parallel and intertwining distinctions. A wider and more comprehensive perspective regarding human rights, which is requisite for recognizing the rights of parents to disabled children, would blur the binary distinction between the public sphere and the private sphere, between autonomy and independence and apprehension, between political and civic rights and social and financial rights, and between “human rights” and “group interests,” respectively.[footnoteRef:2] At the basis of this approach is the understanding that the individual must be considered from a broad perspective, that s/he must be described “thickly,” both as an individual and as a social being, paying attention to each individual’s complexities and intricacies as a citizen and a part of a human web of mutual-interdependencies.[footnoteRef:3]  	Comment by Author: למה בדיוק הכוונה ב"גדרות"? [2:  See Ziv, above, note 182.]  [3:  See Gabison, above, note 143, pp. 47-8.
] 




