


[bookmark: _Toc3446452]Excutive Summary
The objective of this document is to propose a comprehensive reform in the area of early childhood education and care in Israel, for the first years of the child's life, from birth until entering school at the age of six. The growing awareness of the importance of early childhood in and of itself, and its centrality in the bigger picture of social-economic processes, establish the need to redesign old patterns that have become entrenched but are no longer appropriate for today's reality. Therefore, drawing up a coherent policy that recognizes the importance of the subject and is based on current research findings is in order.
A growing body of research in the last decade unequivocally indicates the critical impact of early childhood education and care on child development and equality of opportunity. The environment in which the infant grows up and the quality of stimulus to which it is exposed in the first years of life have a critical impact on its cognitive and emotional development, impacting the child's functioning for their entire life cycle. Promoting equal opportunities is one of the main roles of the formal education system, which is one of the main reasons that the state offers free mandatory education from kindergarten until the end of high school. However, failing to apply a similar policy to early childhood clearly establishes significant disparities in children's skills and capacities in that early stage, which the education system in its current structure is unable to bridge in the later stages. 
Israel is unusual in having the highest birth rate in the West and beyond, while concurrently having a very high rate of women's participation in the labor market. But the state has not given early childhood the necessary resources and attention, and the results are a poor quality of care, which harms the development of many of the children of Israel, extremely high costs imposed on the parents, a lack of access, a widening of social-economic gaps, and more. Furthermore, these failures are particularly detrimental to mothers, making a critical contribution to the creation and entrenchment of the gap between men and women in employment and wages, namely, the gender gap.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore there is a need for a fundamental conceptual reform which will “reverse the pyramid,” in the sense of putting an emphasis on early childhood as a foundational stage that determines the future of the child and the person, which is no less important for building the foundations of basic skills than the later stages of education, and perhaps even more so. A policy focusing on early childhood can reduce the widening initial gaps and make a critical contribution towards equality of opportunity, gender equality, and balance between professional realization and parenthood and family.




