Between the years 1987 and 2001 three new documents from Mari were published and interpreted, which attest to that civilization as viewing the god Dumuzi as a deity in the dying-and-rising god category. One of the documents is a letter from the twelfth year of the reign of Zimri-lim (from the first half of the eighteenth century), which was composed by a semi-nomadic Amorite chieftain, and in it, noted as an aside, is the death and return of Dumuzi, and the two others are economic documents; in one of them the burial date of Dumuzi is recorded from the fourth year of Zimri-lim, and in the other is recorded the day of his return. Considering that prior to the publication of these documents we had only a singular cuneiform attestation of Dumuzi's return form the underworld, in comparison with countless attestations of his death, the Mari testimonies have great significance for the understanding of the mythologem of Dumuzi in Mesopotamia in particular, and the mythologem of the dying-and-rising gods in West Asia in general. However the fact that testimony for this mythologem was found specifically in Mari, and that the most distinct among them is included in the letter of an Amorite chieftain (and not for example in the letter of an ambassador or priest), casts doubt as to the origins of this mythologem in Mari: is it possible that considering that we are discussing the Mesopotamian name "Dumuzi", that we must indeed seek its origin in the Mesopotamian culture to the east of Mari, or perhaps the origin of the mythologem is with the Amorite tribes which migrated from the Levant to Mari in the end of the third millennium? Scholars have long ago noted the Western Semitic characteristics of the Amorite culture of Mari, which originated in the neighboring cultures in Syria and the Levant; is it possible that before us is another such characteristic?
In order to determine this I will briefly review the testimonies which we possess for the existence of dying-and-rising gods from both sides of Mari: I will open with data from Mesopotamia which are among the first discoveries of modern cuneiform scholarship, I will continue to the relatively new data from Mari, and finally I will analyze the data from the Levant. In light of the findings, I will attempt to present a new viewpoint on the question of dying-and-rising gods in general, and on the question of the resurrection of Dumuzi in particular—questions which have occupied scholarship since the late nineteenth century.  
