1. Why Janusz Korczak and Yitzhak Katzenelson?
The twentieth century, a time of so much progress, was, however, also the source of gruesome memories. Rather than succumb to despair in the wake of its horrors, one can be inspired by the legacies of people like Janusz
 Korczak and Yitzhak Katzenelson. While these two heroic educators were ultimately victims of arguably one of history’s greatest crimes, their courage and ceaseless devotion to their humanitarian missions can serve as beacons of hope, revealing the prospect for a better world.

The modern era is plagued by devastating events casting dark shadows over our civilization’s ability to continue flourishing. The litany of calamities is far too long: 
wars and genocides, unprecedented slaughter during two world wars, the 
Holocaust of the Jewish people, the atomic bomb with its perpetual threat of apocalyptic nuclear war, 
global terror fueled by religious radicalism, and waves of refugees pushed out of their homes by political violence and economic crises. Awareness of these unfolding tragedies can undermine one’s belief in the basic virtue of human beings and hamper one’s ability to strive to improve the world
.
Auschwitz, the peak of demonic human creativity in the twentieth century, marks the loss of our moral compass. The horrifying reality of this industrial complex of death shatters our basic trust in human morality. Civilized, educated individuals, capable of using the words good and evil, of speaking about human decency, and even of leading their daily family lives in the proximity of the camp, nonetheless committed the most heinous crimes imaginable. Faced with this reality, when language was no longer a reliable representation of reality,
 and
 the world simply went mad, we inevitably question the very legitimacy and effectiveness of any moral discourse. 
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�This has been added here to identify Korczak and Katzenelson, as this is the opening of the book.


�Global has been deleted because it is used later in the sentence and because it is implied.


�This has been deleted because the idea of dark shadows has already been used and the context in which the Holocaust is discussed already sets the appropriate background.


�While religious fanaticism is indeed different from terror fueled by religious radicalism, it seems redundant here and not necessary, as the concrete threat is the terror fueled by religious radicalism.


�This was changed because the phrase “better world” appeared at the end of the previous paragraph.


�If the Chicago Style Guide applies, this abbreviated footnote entry is fine because there is a bibliography. If a different style guide is being used, this shortened citation form could be problematic.





