[bookmark: _GoBack]It would seem that the commandment of fearing [God] includes all forms of study that lead to the fear of God. Thus have Chazal commented on the verse, “[And He said to man,] ‘Indeed (hein), the fear of the Lord is wisdom’”: “[The Holy One, Blessed is He, has nothing in His world [that depends on man] except for the fear of Heaven … as it is written, ‘And He said to man, “Indeed (hein), the fear of the Lord is wisdom”’; for in Greek,] the word achas (one) is pronounced hein,” suggesting that only [fear] alone is considered wisdom.
As is written in the preface to Mesillat Yesharim, something quite wondrous: “Certainly something cannot be called wisdom if it lacks iyun (deep insight), but the truth is that a great amount of iyun is necessary for all these things [moral attributes], to know them in truth and not just by way of imagination and false reasoning.”
It appears from this that when one reflects in the course of one’s studies and shares one’s conclusions in brief with a friend, that friend achieves wisdom the same as one who had invested much time in his own reflection. Just as in matters of halachah, where doubt arises from conflicting passages or difficulties arise from the words of the Talmud and its decisors, one needs diligent reflection in order to establish proper understanding, but after clarifying matters and sharing his conclusions with a friend, that person will know it as well as if he himself had thought and reflected and come to novel conclusions.
This is not the case, however, with fear of God. Although studying fear of God is on par with other studies – insofar as establishing general principles and axioms that inform us our Creator’s greatness, may He be blessed and exalted, while also addressing matters that require refinement and clarification – nevertheless, should one subsequently share in brief these matters with one who himself did not delve into them, that person will not understand. 
Testimony to this can be found in the words of the pious R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto in his book, Openings of Wisdom and Knowledge. There he states that one must know the root of wisdom and the point around which it orbits. Albeit the root of wisdom can be conveyed in brief, but it cannot be known without studying all its detailed interpretations at length. Only then can one understand the importance of the root.
One can therefore be certain that only fear of God alone comprises wisdom, true wisdom that does not transform itself into ordinary knowledge lacking wisdom. All other matters of knowledge, be they matters of profound halachah or intrinsic laws of nature, comprise no more than knowledge alone. Still, difficulty can arise in attaining even this level of knowledge, necessitating the application of wisdom’s power, a power that was essentially granted to man for the sake of fear alone.   
      
