ABSTRACT
This study investigated the acquisition of relative clauses in Palestinian Arabic Vernacular (PAV). Three age groups of children, 3-4, 5-6 and 8-9 years old year olds, , and one group of adults aged 20-45 participated in the study. All of the participants were PAV monolinguals. This work consisted of three studiesThe investigation included three sub-studies: a narrative study, a production study, and a comprehension study. The narrative study aimed at exploringexplored the place of relative clauses in the order of complex clause acquisition of complex clause by askings. The  participants  to tell a story based on a series of pictures from a book had to look at a without-word-book by Mercer Mayer (1969) and tell a story. Second, tThe production study researched the aimed at exploring the mechanism by which PAV-speaking children derive their relative clauses and whether there is a difference between the acquisition of subject relative clauses and that of non-subject relative clauses. It was conducted using two tasks: elicited production with pictures and elicited production with props. The comprehension study was conducted for the purpose of testing for the reported subject-object asymmetry found in previously conducted corresponding comprehension studies.
The choice of tasks in this study was motivated by the questions raised by previous work on the acquisition of relative clauses in other languages. For example, investigating the acquisition of relative clauses raises questions about their position in the order of acquisition of complex clauses (e.g., conjoined, adverbial, and complement clauses). Another common question that has arisen isA further important question is how relative clauses are derived by children -– namely,, whether they are derived by movement (e.g., wh-movement or pro-to-COMP) or non-movement, and why children produce the different types of relative clauses at in different frequencies. A number of studies, including  such as, Labelle (1990), proposed that children do not form their relative clauses by movement. O However, other studies, such as Perez-Leroux (1995), however, proposed a movement account for early acquisition of relative clauses. Moreover, many studies revealed a graded difficulty in acquiring the different types of relative clauses. S More specifically, subject relative clauses have beenwere found easier to produce than non-subject relative clauses (e.g., direct and indirect object relative clauses). Different explanations have been were suggested for the proposed derivation mechanisms and the children's difficulty with non-subject relative clauses. Supporters of eachither derivation mechanism depended, for example, on factors like the frequency of the occurrences of resumptive pronouns or gaps and the types of errors in the children's relative clauses. As for the subject-non-subject discrepancy, Also, the subject-non-subject discrepancyit was attributed, for example, to the number of embedding layers in the relative clause and the similarity between thate relative clause's structure and the structure of regular sentences (see Diessel, 2009, Diessel and Tomassello, 2005).       
The comprehension of relative clauses by children haswas also been crosslinguistically investigated. The body of work in this realm revealed a subject-object asymmetry, which was attributed , for example, to the children's immature ability to make correct thematic-assignment when processing direct object relative clauses (see Friedmann & Novogrodsky, 2004).
As for the findings of the present study, In the narrative study we found in the narrative study that relative clauses in PAV are acquired last and that conjoined clauses are acquired first. This finding was attributed to complex relations between the constituents of relative clauses, the morphosyntactic features of the relative complementizer `illi, and the availability of movement in the children's relative clauses (as proved by the findings of the production study).   
The production studies revealed a discrepancy between subject and non-subject relative clauses in PAV. That is, subject relative clauses were easier for the children to produce than any of the non-subject relative clauseones. This discrepancy was also found in previous studies, such as Lakshmanan's (2000) and Diessel (2009). We attributed the reason for such a behavior to the superficial non- canonical structure of the non-subject relative clauses and the children's tendency to form relative clauses with movement. Analyzing the errors made by the children, such as Based on our findings related to the RDP (Resumptive DP) error and gap error (i.e., omission of the resumptive element), error we proposed that relative clauses are mainly acquired via A'-movement.  The children also made new types of errors, such as doubling the complementizer doubling for example, which were not reported in other corresponding studies. These errors served as another piece of evidence for the existence of A'-movement.  
The subject-object asymmetry that was reported in previous comprehension studies such as, like Friedmann et al. (2009) and Gunzberg-Kerbel et al. (2008), was also found in the comprehension study in this work. This finding strengthens the possibility proposal that children cannot yet process the thematic assignment in the relative clause because of the superficially non- canonical structure of the relative clause. We also adopted recent theories such as the Intervention Theory (Friedmann et al., 2009) to explain such a behavior. According to this theory, what makes the comprehension of direct object relative clauses difficult for the children is the intervening subject between the relative head and its gap in the merge position makes the comprehension of direct object relative clauses more difficult for children. The comprehension study in this work also revealed a graded difficulty in comprehension of the different relative clause types. A main cause of this graded difficulty was proposed to be the the availability of A'-movement in the relative clauses that the children heard.  
To conclude, opting for deriving relative clauses viaA'- movement, proposed to be used by the children and available in relative clauses that the children heard, is suggested in the present study as a unified account for the ranking order in the narrative sub-study and the ranking difficulty in the production and comprehension sub-studies. The major contribution of this study is that Tthe the errors that were made by the children in our study reopen the debate regarding the use of movement in children's relative clauses and the use of true resumptive pronouns. Moreover, this study contributedraises in suggesting new factors that determine the difficulty in mastering the production and comprehension of relative clauses.	Comment by Author: Now that I’m looking at this again, I think I would put this sentence earlier in this paragraph. It is not a good time t osay that there is something else that the study will raise, but you’re not going to tell us now. I think the sentence right before this would make a fine ending to the paragraph.
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