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Education: 

Ph.D. 

University of California, Berkeley 

Department of History, Conferred May 2009

MA

University of California, Berkeley


Department of History, Conferred May 2005

BA

Swarthmore College


High Honors in Religious Studies, Philosophy and Film Theory,

Conferred May 2000 

Academic Positions: 

2020

Lecturer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Program in 




History, Anthropology, and Science, Technology and Society

2019-2020
Visiting Assistant Professor of Social Studies and History,


 
Wesleyan University

2015-2019
Visiting Scholar, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Program in 



History, Anthropology, and Science, Technology and Society 

2013-2015
National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow,



Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Program in History, Anthropology,



and Science, Technology and Society 



(Primary Investigator, NSF Grant #1331003: Tissue Engineering and 


Sustainable Protein Development, Award Amount: $150,000)

2012-2013
Visiting Scholar, University of California, Los Angeles, Department of 


History

2010-2012
Andrew W. Mellon Interdisciplinary Postdoctoral Fellow, 

New School for Social Research, Committee on Historical Studies 

2009-2010
Lecturer in History, University of California, Berkeley 

Books:

Meat Planet: Artificial Flesh and the Future of Food (University of California Press, Fall 2019; Paperback as of 2020)


Basic and full Chinese translations, and a Korean translation, underway; released as 
an audiobook by Tantor Media in December 2019 (narrated by author). Longlisted 
for The Art of Eating’s annual book prize. Reviewed in the Times Literary Supplement, 
and many other publications. 

Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt.  In the Series: "Intellectual History of the Modern Age," (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016; Paperback as of 2019)

Interview on the Journal of the History of Ideas blog  


Review forum in the Journal of Politics, Religion and Ideology

Reviews in Perspectives on Politics, The Los Angeles Review of Books, The Journal of Modern 
History, Jewish Quarterly Review, Voegelin View, and The American Historical Review 
Jews at Williams: Inclusion, Exclusion and Class at a New England Liberal Arts College, (Lebanon, NH: University Press of New England, 2013) 


Reviewed in American Jewish History 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters (peer reviewed):

“A Philosophy of Meat in the Early Twenty First Century,” forthcoming in Andrea Borghini, Patrik Engisch and Sanna Hirvonen, eds. A Philosophy of Recipes: Identity, Relationships, Values (Bloomsbury).

“On Mimesis and Meat Science,” in Osiris, Vol. 35, “Food Matters,” 2020, pp 310-323

“The Question of Food and Philosophy in Levinas,” in The Oxford Levinas Handbook, Michael Morgan, ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018) 

“Culture and Law in Weimar Jewish Medievalism: Leo Strauss’s Critique of Julius Guttmann,” in Modern Intellectual History, 11, 1 (2014), pp 119-146 
“The Future of Futurism,” in Boom: a Journal of California, Winter 2013, Vol. 3, No. 4
“From Heresy to Nature: Leo Strauss’s History of Modern Epicureanism” in Dynamic Reading: Studies in the Reception of Epicureanism, Wilson Shearin and Brooke Holmes, eds. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012) 

“The Uses of Walter: Walter Benjamin and the Counterfactual Imagination,” in History and Theory Vol. 49 (October 2010), pp. 361-383.

“How to Read Maimonides after Heidegger: The Cases of Levinas and Strauss” in The Cultures of Maimonideanism, James T. Robinson, ed. (Leiden: Brill, 2009)

“Persecution and the Art of Critique: Leo Strauss between Secularism and Religion,” in Politics and Culture, special issue on “The Critical,” Winter 2009 Issue 4. Available at:

http://www.politicsandculture.org/2009/11/09/persecution-and-the-art-of-critique-leo-strauss-between-secularism-and-religion/

Review Essays:

“The Twice Unearthed: the Trope of Censorship and the Sense of History” forthcoming in History and Theory
“Seagulls! On Martin Hägglund’s This Life: Secular Faith and Spiritual Freedom,” in History and Theory 60, no. 1 (March 2021), 177-184.

“Notes on Camps, or, Counterfactual Führers and the Structure of the Joke,” on Gavriel D. Rosenfeld’s Hi, Hitler, in History and Theory, Vol. 56 (September 2017), pp. 433–441
“Historiography of the Appetites: A Note on the Edible Series from Reaktion Books and the Commodity Model of Global Food History,” Gastronomica: The Journal of Critical Food Studies, Vol. 17 No. 1, Spring 2017; pp. 74-75
“To the Planetarium – There Is Still Time! On James McFarland’s Constellation: Friedrich Nietzsche and Walter Benjamin in the Now-Time of History,” History and Theory, Vol. 53 (May 2014), pp. 253-263

“Within Sight of Syracuse” a review essay covering recent books on public intellectuals, in The Minnesota Review Vol. 68 (Summer 2007), pp. 159-165
Book Reviews: 

“The Interpretation of Screens,” on Hanna Zeavin’s The Distance Cure, in Bookforum, Winter 2021

“The Involuted Palate, or the Savage Crinkle of Future Snacks,” on Larissa Zimberoff’s Technically Food, in The Los Angeles Review of Books, August 11th, 2021.
“Paradise on a Plate,” on Ben Katchor’s The Dairy Restaurant, in the Times Literary Supplement, November 20th, 2020

“Dishing: On John Birdsall’s ‘The Man Who Ate Too Much: The Life of James Beard'” in The Los Angeles Review of Books, October 22nd, 2020

“Why Look at Flying Saucers?” On Colin Dickey’s The Unidentified, in The Los Angeles Review of Books, October 7th, 2020

“A Culture of Promises: On Liz Marshall’s ‘Meat the Future'” in The Los Angeles Review of Books, August 31st, 2020

“The Enigma of Rescue: On a Recent History of the New School for Social Research,” review of Judith Friedlander, A Light in Dark Times: The New School for Social Research and the University in Exile, Gotham Center for New York History, June 11, 2020
“Recline of the West,” Review of Nathan Kravis, On the Couch: A Repressed History of the Analytic Couch from Plato to Freud, in the Los Angeles Review of Books, September 21, 2017 
“The State that I am in: Hannah Arendt in America,” Review of Richard King’s Arendt and America, in the Los Angeles Review of Books, February 28, 2016 

“Three Contemporary Spinozas,” Review of recent works on Spinoza, in the Los Angeles Review of Books, April 18, 2015

“Notes on ‘Note-by-Note’: A New Molecular Cuisine?” Review of Hervé This, Note-by-Note Cooking: The Future of Food, for the Los Angeles Review of Books, March 5th, 2015 

“Friends of Leo,” Review of Robert Howse’s Leo Strauss: Man of Peace, for the Los Angeles Review of Books, October 6, 2014

Review of Massimo Montanari and Jean Louis Flandrin, eds. Food: A Culinary History from Antiquity to the Present, in Gastronomica: a Journal of Food and Culture, Fall 2014, Vol. 14, N. 3, pp 100-101

“A Metabolic Politics?” Review of Chad Lavin, Eating Anxiety: The Perils of Food Politics, in Theory and Event, Vol. 17, Issue 1, 2014

Review of Heather Paxson, The Life of Cheese: Crafting Food and Value in America in Gastronomica: a Journal of Food and Culture Fall 2013, Vol. 13, N. 3, pp 82-3  

Review of Anthony Bourdain, Get Jiro! in Gastronomica: a Journal of Food and Culture Spring 2014, Vol. 14, N. 1, pp 76-7

Review of William F.H. Altman, The German Stranger: Leo Strauss and National Socialism, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, June 2, 2011

Review of Benjamin Lazier, God, Interrupted: Heresy and the European Imagination between the World Wars, in the Association for Jewish Studies Review V. 33 N. 2, November 2009, pp. 424-427

Review of Markman Ellis’s Coffee House: A Cultural History, in Gastronomica: a Journal of Food and Culture Spring 2007, Vol. 7, No. 2, pp. 111-112
Review of Cathryn Vasseleu’s Textures of Light, in Film-Philosophy vol. 6 no. 9, May 2002
Other Publications:

Extensive journalistic writing on food and food culture for a variety of publications, including Gastronomica: a Journal of Food and Culture, Meatpaper, LA Weekly, and others. (2002-Present). Essays on culture and society in The Los Angeles Review of Books, The Revealer and other publications (2002-present). A full list is available on request, and a selected list is available at www.benwurgaft.org/writings 

Exhibits and Conferences:

“Beyond the Dialectical Imagination: A Conference in Honor of Martin Jay,” co-organized with Knox Peden, University of California, Berkeley, October 7th-8th, 2016 

“Coffee-Houses and Public Life in Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century London,” a co-curated (with Shannon Supple) exhibition of rare books and manuscripts at the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, UCLA, February 2013

Selected Conference Presentations and Public Lectures: 
“Meat Planet: Artificial Flesh and the Future of Food,” invited lecture at the University of Santa Cruz and the San Francisco Contemporary Jewish Museum, March, 2020

“Meat Planet: Artificial Flesh and the Future of Food,” invited lecture at the 92nd St. Y, New York City, November, 2019

“Meat Planet: Artificial Flesh and the Future of Food,” invited lecture in the Jacques Pepin series at Boston University’s Program in Gastronomy, October 2019

“A Recipe For Happiness: Artificial Flesh and the Reshuffling of Moral Norms,” invited plenary talk at the conference “Framing Recipes: Identity, Relationship, Norms,” University of Milan, December 2018.

“Cultured Meat and Three Futures for Flesh Futures,” invited talk at the Wolf Humanities Center, University of Pennsylvania, February 2018 

“Mimesis and Invention in the Cultured Meat Debates,” at the Society for the Social Studies of Science (4S) annual meeting, Boston, September 2017.

“Promise and Progress: On Cellular Agriculture, Moral Promises, and Technological Progress,” at “The Science and Culture of Meat Substitutes,” New York University, April 2017 

"Towards an Intellectual History of Tissue Culture," at the Vassar Food and Architecture Symposium, Vassar College, April 2017

“What is it Like to Be a Vat? Blumenbergian Reflections on Laboratory-Grown Meat,” at “Beyond the Dialectical Imagination: a Conference in Honor of Martin Jay,” University of California, Berkeley, October 2016 

“Offal and Philosophy: the Case of Laboratory-Grown Meat,” invited plenary talk at the Oxford Symposium on Food and Cookery, St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, July 2016

"Notes on the Emergence of a New Technology, or, Arendt on Appearance and Politics," invited presentation at “The Political Lives of Things,” the Huntington Library/California Institute of Technology, May 2016 

“Hannah Arendt and the Problem of the Public Intellectual,” invited talk at Indiana University, Bloomington, May 2016 

“Hannah Arendt and the Problem of the Public Intellectual,” invited talk at Harvard University, April 2016 

"Cultured Meat, the Demands of Metabolism, and the Futures of Food," invited talk at Waseda University, March 2016

“Organisms and Artifacts in Ernest Callenbach’s Californian Ecotopia,” invited talk at Utopian Dreaming: Fifty Years of California’s and UC Santa Cruz’s Imagined Futures, University of California, Santa Cruz, November 2015 
“A Cabal we Deserve: Leo Strauss, the Straussians, and Public Intellectual Culture," Cambridge University, Conspiracy and Democracy Project, May 2015

“A Meditation on Canguilhem’s Concept of the Cell: Vitality in and out of Cartesian Vats” at “Biographies of Concepts in the Human and Social Sciences,” University of California, Berkeley, March 2015

Selected Fellowships, Grants and Awards 

“On Reading Jonathan Gold,” originally published in the Los Angeles Review of Books in November 2018, anthologized in the 2019 Best American Food Writing (editors: Silvia Gonzalez Killingsworth and Samin Nosrat)

Cambridge University, Conspiracy and Democracy Project, Visiting Fellow (Spring 2015)

University of Washington, Hazel D. Cole Postdoctoral Fellowship in Jewish Studies (2009-10; declined) 

UC Berkeley, Anne and Benjamin Goor Prize for best essay in Jewish Studies (2009, 2003) 

Mabelle McLeod Lewis Memorial Fund Dissertation Writing Fellowship (2008-9)

UC Berkeley Chancellor’s Dissertation Writing Fellowship (2008-9; declined)

UC Berkeley, Jewish Studies Diller Fellowship for Dissertation Writing (2007-8) 

Federal Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS) for study in

Yiddish (2004-5, 2005-6)

UC Berkeley, Regents-Intern Graduate Fellowship (2002-4)

Selected Teaching: 

At MIT


“Technology and Culture” undergraduate Anthropology lecture course (Fall 2020)

At Wesleyan University


College of Social Studies Sophomore Tutorial: The Emergence of Modern Europe 
(2019-2020)


Undergraduate first-year seminar: With Bold Knife and Fork: 


an Introduction to Food History (Fall 2019)


Undergraduate upper-division seminar: The Idea of Nature: Theory and Practice 
(Spring 2020)

At the New School for Social Research and Eugene Lang College:

History Graduate Seminar: Histories of the Future (Spring 2012)

History Undergraduate Seminar: World Food History (Spring 2012)

History Graduate Seminar: Intellectuals and their Publics in Modern Europe 

(Fall 2010)

History Undergraduate Seminar: European Intellectual History from Nietzsche to Post-Structuralism (Spring 2011)  

At the University of California, Berkeley: 

History 163b: European Intellectual History from Nietzsche to Post-Structuralism (lecture-survey course; Fall 2009) 

History 103: Weimar and Now: Germans, Jews and Cultural Criticism (upper-level undergraduate seminar; Fall 2009)

History 178: The Holocaust (lecture-survey course; Spring 2010)

History 101: Modern European Intellectual History 

(Senior Thesis Workshop; Spring 2010) 

History 103: The Public Intellectual in Modern Europe 

(upper-level undergraduate seminar; Spring 2008)

Languages: German, French, Yiddish (Proficient) Modern and Biblical Hebrew, Latin (reading knowledge)  

Other Professional Service: Peer reviewer for the University of California Press, Palgrave, Bloomsbury, the University of Pennsylvania Press, Routledge, the University of Massachusetts Press, and for the following journals: Food, Culture and Society, Gastronomica: the Journal of Critical Food Studies, The International Journal of Feminist Approaches to Bioethics, The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Society and Natural Resources, Biosocieties, Leonardo, Journal of Australian Feminist Studies, Journal of the American Philosophical Association, Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems, Journal of Jewish Thought and Philosophy

References: 

            Martin Jay

            Sidney Hellman Ehrman Professor of History 

3321 Dwinelle Hall

University of California, Berkeley,

Berkeley, CA 94720

Email: martjay@berkeley.edu

Phone: (510) 642-7218






 Peter E. Gordon






 Amabel B. James Professor of History






 Harvard University 





Center for European Studies 




Room 305 




27 Kirkland Street 




Cambridge, MA 02138





pgordon@fas.harvard.edu




Phone: 617-998-5419





Stefan Helmreich




Elting E. Morison Professor of Anthropology





Room E53-335Q





Massachusetts Institute of Technology,





77 Massachusetts Ave, 





Cambridge, MA 02139





Email: sgh2@mit.edu




Phone: (617) 253-9343

