Hebrew Texts for the lesson on Parshat Chayei Sarah
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Ibn Ezra on verse 7

Those who say that his (Abraham’s) bowing was to the Name (i.e. God),
speak nothing (i.e. nonsense), for the verse [clearly] states that his bowing
was to the Hittites. Bowing is bowing one’s head. It is an action that gives
honor to another, as Moses bowed to his father in law.
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| Kings 22:1

Ahab spoke the following to Navot: “Give me your vineyard so that it can
be for me as a garden of herbs, as it is close by to my estate. In return, |
will give you a better vineyard, or if you prefer, | will pay you its full
price.
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Rashbam on verse 6

[You are] a prince of God. and neither a stranger nor a resident,
therefore you have no need to purchase [a plot of land]. In our best
burial plots, i.e. in the place where the princes of the land are buried, a
burial plot is available for you.
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Rashbam on verse 4
| am a stranger and a resident. | came from a foreign land to live here,
and | settled among you. Therefore, | have no ancestral burial plots here.
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Rashbam on verse 4

Give me a burial site. Allow me to purchase land here, and may you,
the inhabitants of the land, be reconciled to allow for the burial of the
dead from my family, since [the purchase of] a burial plot can only be
done with the agreement of all the city’s inhabitants. This is evident, for
when Abraham gave the silver to Ephron, [the verse states], “it (the field)
was established to Avraham as an estate...afterwards he buried [Sarah],
and it was established for him as a burial plot from the Hittites.
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Ramban on verse 4

“Give”, they (the Hittites) thought that he requested it as a gift from
them. Therefore, they replied to him: “You are not considered to be a
stranger or resident by us. Rather, you are a king. God has crowned you
as a king over us and we and our land are slaves to you. Therefore, take
any of the burial tombs that you desire and bury your dead there, and it
will remain as your burial plot forever. None of us will hold it back from
you.
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Rashi on verse 9
The full price. | will pay its full value, in the same manner as David said
to Aronan (Chronicles 21) the full price.
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Ramban on verse 8

The purpose of, “Arrang for me to meet” is that Ephron was rich and
noble. Hence, when he said, “Between me and you, what is...” [he is
saying] it would dishonorable for him to sell his ancestral inheritance, in



the same way that Navot the Yizraeli [was unwilling to sell his vineyard
to King Ahab] (see | Kings 21). Therefore, Abraham did not go to him to
offer him a hefty price for the field, he rather sought from the
townspeople to arrange a meeting with him an honorable way.
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Rashi on verse 10

Ephron was sitting. [The Hebrew word ‘yoshev’ — was sitting] is written
lacking [the letter “vav”]. That very day, they (the townspeople)
appointed him as an overseer over them. Due to the importance of
Avraham, he (Ephron) needed to raise to greatness.
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Rashi on verse 16

Avraham weighed for Ephron. The [Hebrew letter] vav is missing
[from Ephron’s name]. This is because he said a lot but did not even do a
little. For he took the largest of shekels, as it states, ‘the merchants’
currency’, meaning that that are acceptable (currency), in all places, as
some places have large sized shekels that are kentarin (i.e. large).
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Jeremiah 32:9
| purchased the field in Anatot from Hanamel, my uncle’ son. | weighed
the silver for him, seventeen shekels of silver.



