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Introduction

When World War II ended in May 1945, 9,000,000 forced laborers and 80,000 concentration camp survivors were found by the Allies in Germany. They were the stateless, who were to be cared for by the Allies and the UNRRA, with the help of various civil and religious organizations until their repatriation. Although the majority of the stateless soon returned to their native lands, in August 1945, there were still more than 1,500,000 stateless people living in DP camps throughout Germany, Austria, and Italy.
 The majority of those who returned were forced laborers who had been carried off to the Third Reich from Eastern Europe; nevertheless, there was a great number of Jewish survivors among them from the concentration camps. Survivors mostly returned to Western Europe, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Romania.
 In contrast, most Jewish survivors from Poland and the Baltic states remained in the stateless camps, and they constituted the core of She'erith Hapleitah 
(a Hebrew expression literally meaning "the surviving remnant").

In 1945, however, instead of decreasing, the number of Jewish survivors in the DP camps started to increase significantly, against the hopes of the Allies and the UNRRA both, who were trying to urge repatriation. In the fall of 1945, the first Jewish survivor groups from Poland arrived in Germany, fleeing illegally from post-war Eastern and Central Europe, aided by the Bricha movement that was created by survivors (bricha means escape in Hebrew). Between 1945 and 1948, Bricha – started in the second half of 1944 by ghetto fighters and partisans – managed to organize the immigration of about 250,000 Jews from Eastern Europe (mainly from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Hungary) to the DP and transit camps in Austria, Germany, and Italy, on the way to their final destination overseas or in the Land of Israel (British Mandate Palestine).
 

The various escape routes of the Bricha through Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Romania, and Austria to the DP camps in Germany and to the coasts of Italy were first researched by Yehuda Bauer in his monography.
 
In the present study, I will only write about the Bricha movement in Hungary and the route passing through the country.
The growth of Bricha in Hungary

Between April and December 1945, 82,144 survivors of deportation or labor service returned to Hungary, according to the data of DEGOB

 (Deportáltakat Gondozó Országos Bizottság – National Committee for Attending Deportees). DEGOB was the relief organization helping deportees in Hungary; it was established in the spring of 1945, before the liberation of the country was completed. Some returned to the country only in 1946; their number was 1,187, according to DEGOB records.
 Together with the survivors of the Budapest ghetto, they had to decide – just like other Holocaust survivors – whether they would like to continue their life in their native land or start a new life somewhere else. In 1945, the Land of Israel – then the British Mandate of Palestine – appeared as one of the possible options. The massive immigration to Palestine was going on exclusively through illegal channels until the declaration of the State of Israel in 1948.

Israeli delegates arrived in Hungary already in 1945 to organize and conduct illegal emigration, just like in other European countries. In addition to organizing the emigration of Jewish survivors in Hungary, they were also in charge of the transit route for survivors leaving through the country
. The leader of Bricha in Hungary, Yehuda Talmi, was born in Brasov as Pál Füredi and had a Zionist education. He made aliyah in 1938 and became one of the founders of Kibbutz Kfar Glikson.
 
Talmi arrived in Hungary in August 1945, after an adventurous journey through Naples and Graz. He crossed the border at Szentgotthárd and the first town he reached was Szombathely where the first illegal crossing of Bricha had already been activated by halutzim – members of Zionist youth organizations. They helped Talmi get to Budapest. It was Talmi's principal assignment to have as many Jewish emigrants as possible from Hungary or "transit passengers" crossing the country on their way to Austria or Yugoslavia. The assessment of the Israeli delegates that sooner or later it would be impossible to leave the territories under Soviet control was quite realistic. In an interview made in 1967, Talmi spoke about his fears shared with other delegates operating in the Eastern Block: he dreaded the day in advance when Soviet authorities would close the borders. 

The main route of Bricha led from Hungary via Austria (Vienna or Graz) to the DP camps in Germany. Immigrants on their way to Austria used two illegal border crossings: at Szentgotthárd, in the direction to Graz, and at Szombathely-Rechnitz, when heading to Vienna. There was a less frequented route as well: crossing Yugoslavia to reach the Italian coast. The border crossing to Yugoslavia, in the direction of Subotica and Zagreb, was opened in May 1945. According to Talmi's estimates, between the summer of 1945 and March 1946, about 45,000-50,000 Jews emigrated from Eastern Europe through Hungary. Most of them came from Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, and the Soviet Carpatho-Ukraine. In the same period, 5,000 or 6,000 Hungarian Jews emigrated as well, most of them children accompanied by halutzim. 
Until March 1946, Bricha operated in Hungary without major problems. Every week there were several trains to Austria, each carrying 500 illegal immigrants. Then the Hungarian political police stopped the operations. After the stop at Győr, but still before the border, secret policemen stopped a train with 500 Jewish immigrants carrying false documents. Jewish families had to get off the train and were checked, under the pretext of looking for former Arrow Cross men mixed up with them, attempting to emigrate. The organizers of Bricha did not know about Arrow Cross men using the opportunity of Jewish emigration. Nevertheless, they indeed exploited it. In the group, there were a few Arrow Cross men who got circumcized, studied the Jewish religion with a rabbi, and registered for Bricha emigration. They were arrested by the police, together with the Bricha escort. Simultaneously with stopping the train, detectives broke into Bricha's office in Budapest (the office had the code name "Ezra"), where they seized documents and foreign currencies. 
According to Talmi, between March 1946 and the end of that year, following the incident, about 18,000 Jews emigrated through Hungary. The number includes Hungarian Jews. 

According to DEGOB data, between January and September 1946, more than 110,000 migrants spent at least one night in the Erzsébet home run by DEGOB (37 Ajtósi Dürer sor, 14th district); in January 9,056, in February 6,977, in March 10,976, in April 20,444, in May 15,352, and in September 5,600 people stayed for a night in the Erzsébet home. The total number was 110,491.
 Not all of the transit passengers were Jews on their way from Eastern Europe to the DP camps, in the framework of Bricha. There was a great number of Jews who returned from labor service or deportation to their places of residence, but soon decided to emigrate. DEGOB statistics do not make it possible to differentiate numerically between emigrants from Hungary and other countries in Eastern Europe. By all means, between January and September 1946, DEGOB staff cared for about 400 people daily in the Erzsébet home.

In all certainty, in 1945–1946, mainly Jewish emigrants from Poland crossed Hungary with Bricha: their number skyrocketed in the summer of 1946, especially in July, following the Kielce pogrom. In 1947, more Jews fleeing Romania opted for the route leading to Austria via Hungary, although their number was far from those escaping from Poland. Between April and October 1947, about 3,000-4,000 Jews from Romania arrived in Hungary each and every month. In the history of Bricha, it was called "the Escape from Hunger." Romanian emigrants got to Budapest and then to the Austro-Hungarian border either on their own or with the help of Bricha activists.

In Vienna, most immigrants arrived at Rothschild Hospital, the former Jewish community hospital (closed in October 1942), which was the largest DP camp in the city from the summer of 1945 (officially only from October 1945).

Transit through Hungary: life stories
Who were the Jews determined to emigrate within a few years' time following World War II? In the next section I will sketch typical stories of survivors who were either in Hungary during the Holocaust and emigrated after the war, or returned to their native land after the war but soon decided to emigrate, travelling to the Land of Israel through Hungary. Their testimonies are preserved by Yad Vashem.
The Bursteins – a religious Zionist family from Hungary
 
Mordechai Burstein was born in a family of wealthy estate owners near Brno. He attended the gymnasium at Kassa, but left the school for a yeshiva and became a Zionist Chassid. At his rabbi's advice, he ran away to Hungary to avoid military service, which is how he ended up in Sátoraljaújhely. He got married there in 1933, to the orphaned Hana Rachel (Regina) Schönfeld, a native of the town. Their first son Michael (Miklós) was born in 1935 in Sátoraljaújhely, and their second son Vilmos (Yakov) in 1937, already in Budapest. Their third child Judit was born in 1938. Hana Rachel supported the family as a goose-trader while Mordechai studied.

In 1941, Mordechai was arrested because he did not have Hungarian citizenship; he was interned in a prison in Budapest. In 1942 or 1943, Mordechai was taken to the Eastern front as a labor serviceman. His family did not hear about him until his homecoming. 
In 1943, Mordechai’s older brother and parents arrived in Budapest from Slovakia. The latter were succesfully accommodated in an old people's home. Mordechai’s father, however, passed away three weeks after his arrival. His mother returned to Slovakia, since most of the family lived there. In 1944, she was deported together with them. 

In the summer of 1944, the Burstein family – Hana Rachel, the three children and an aunt – had to move to a house marked with the Star of David, at 5 Teleki Square where Mordechai's best friend also lived.

Following the German occupation of Hungary, Hana Rachel's siblings, together with their families, were deported to Auschwitz from the Sátoraljaújhely Ghetto. There were eight siblings in the family, seven of them living with their families in Sátoraljaújhely. From the whole family, only seven of Judit's cousins survived; after the war, they were taken by Judit's parents to the Land of Israel. 

After the Arrow Cross takeover, the three Burstein children were placed by their mother in a children's orphanage on Columbus Street, and she herself went to a Swedish-protected house. About the orphanage, Judit remembered the bunk beds and still dreaded them, since one day they collapsed. Judit had vivid memories of how they managed to get everything from under the wreckage of the beds, when somebody climbed on top of the pile, showing the objects one by one, to be identified by their owners. On the very same day, their mother showed up unexpectedly to move them to the protected house in order to be together. Soon after her arrival, however, the children's home was attacked by the Arrow Cross, who lined up the children to transfer them to the main ghetto in Budapest. On the way, the mother with the children, feeing faint with hunger, and suffering from diarhoea, tried gradually to drop behind the group. When they were only a few meters from the ghetto gate, Yakov said he would not enter for his life, while Miklós told them that he wanted to enter by all means because he was too weak to go on. Their mother decided to step out of the line and started to walk away slowly in another direction. They got to a tram stop and took the tram to the protected house at Szent István Park. 
In the protected house, the Bursteins endured a great deal of suffering from bombardments, shootings, and hunger. The mother used to leave the house to get food, without wearing the Star of David. Once she returned with coffee beans, which they chewed for days. Another time, she managed to get bread, but she was so hungry that she ate it all on the way back. She could not forgive herself for this and repeated this story for years.

From the house they had a view of the Danube, and Judit witnessed executions on the Danube bank. The Arrow Cross men broke into the house several times, but the Bursteins were not taken away. The children were so weak, they could only lie in bed. 
About the liberation, Judit recalled asking a Soviet soldier for bread; when handing it to her, he lifted her high up, telling her that he had a little daughter at home as well. 

In January-February 1945, they received news about their father, namely that he had survived and was trying to get home. Finally, he arrived via Vienna after a few months. First, the family returned to the apartment at Teleki Square; the building had survived the bombings. Soon, they found out about a Jewish youth camp in Szombathely with nutritious food to strengthen the children. Hana Rachel decided to send her two sons there. In addition, one of the madrichim was a Burstein relative, an eighteen-year-old young man. When Mordechai returned home and went to visit the children, he discovered that the camp was run by the leftist Ha-Shomer Ha-Tzair Zionist youth movement. They had taken the yarmulke off the heads of the religious children and fed them treif. Despite the fact that the Burstein relative took care of the two boys, and therefore could keep their yarmulke and did not eat treif, Mordechai took his sons home immediately.

Already in the summer of 1945, Mordechai started to prepare for the emigration of the family, including surviving members of the Schönfeld family as well. Out of Mordechai's siblings only one brother survived (Berci, Benjamin), who joined the partisans in Slovakia. After the war, he participated in Bricha, first in Bucharest and later in Budapest. In August 1945, it was Berci who sent the message that the family could set off. They went with backpacks, pretending that they were only heading for the province in search of a more nutritious diet after the war. Judit's parents and the teenaged children (about 14-16) took the train to Austria and from there to Italy. The Schönfeld children were divided up between the illegal Aliyat Ha-Noar groups, and they arrived in the Land of Israel in 1945–1946. The nuclear family, however (the parents with the three children), did not want to follow suit as they considered illegal aliyah too dangerous. Hence, they waited to make aliyah for two and a half years, travelling back and forth in Italy.
 
The Bursteins stayed in Italy until September 1947, where the family's fourth child was born. The baby was named David after the grandfather who died in Budapest. After a ten-day journey, on erev Sukkoth, the family arrived in Haifa. 
Judit never left the country after her arrival in the Land of Israel in 1947. She did not even travel to the wedding of one of her brother's children in America. However, there was one exception: in the year of her interview recorded by Yad Vashem in 2000, she travelled to Auschwitz for five days. She lit candles there in memory of her murdered family members. 
The story of the Burstein family is the plausible narrative of one of the few Hungarian Jewish families where the whole nuclear family survived. As for the extended family, many of them, actually whole families, became Holocaust victims. The religious Zionist Burstein family could not find their place at all in postwar Hungary. After the father's return, they focused exclusively on improving their physical state and later on, organizing their emigration. 

Survivors who were young adults during the Holocaust, facing the aftermath on their own, had a different experience. 

David Lebovics, a young labor serviceman
 
David Lebovics was born in 1923 in Solotvina (Aknaszlatina in Hungarian) in Carpatho-Ukraine, which belonged to Czechoslovakia at that time. There were four children in the family, the father had a general store and also did some farming. David attended a Czech elementary school in the morning and cheder in the afternoon for seven years, and after that he went to a yeshiva. 

In 1939, Carpatho-Ukraine was returned to Hungary, and in the middle of April, the Jews of Aknaszlatina were confined in a ghetto. David received his draft for labor service in the ghetto because he turned 21 then. He had to report for duty in Nagybánya, Transylvania, and was assigned to the 110/62 labor company. Their job was mainly clearing away rubble and also road construction in Nagybánya and its surroundings.

After the deportation of Jews from Cluj (Kolozsvár in Hungarian) to Auschwitz (between May 25 and June 9, 1944), it was one of their assignments to clear up the ghetto located in the Iris brick factory. There in the drying room they could see from the blankets serving as partitions, among other things, the circumstances of life in the ghetto, the overcrowdedness. In addition, they also witnessed (at the end of May and early June, too) the deportation of Nagybánya Jews to Auschwitz. 
In October 1944, they were in Szatmárnémeti, and could constantly hear the shelling by the approaching Red Army. Once, when scattered by bombing, they had had to run. Whilst staying in a neighbouring village for a few days 
– about sixty men from David's company including the guards – Hungarian artillery units arrived, who assembled the labor servicemen there from various companies and reorganized them. They rounded them up on the local soccer field and executed a young labor serviceman who had been hiding in the village
, in order to set an example. 

 From Transylvania they were taken on foot to Szombathely in Western Hungary. In the winter of 1944 and the spring of 1945, they were chopping wood in the forest and building a bunker. At the advance of the Red Army, the camp was vacated and they were transferred on foot – some on carts – to Graz, in Austria. 

From Graz, the company was redirected to Yugoslavia, where they had to dig anti-tank ditches under German-Hungarian joint command. After liberation of this region at the end of April/early May, David's company had to remain there for about two weeks since there was no means of transport available. Then the locals gave them carts to take them to the Hungarian border, and the partisans provided them with certificates proving that they were labor servicemen liberated by the partisans. 

In Hungary, they took the train to Budapest. There they met the first concentration camp survivors, who talked about Auschwitz and the camps. In Budapest, everyone was waiting for the return of family members. From the survivors, David heard that his younger brother of four years had survived as well. After waiting for a while in vain, he decided to return to Aknaszlatina with two other young men in search of relatives. 

In Aknaszlatina, he could not find anyone or get back any of the family’s valuables that had been appropriated by the locals. He thus decided to visit his relatives in Cluj, Transylvania, and to emigrate to the Land of Israel; he did not want to stay among those who "saw our misfortune and rejoiced," as he put it.
 
 In Cluj, he met four of his cousins, but they were not willing to join him on his journey to the Land of Israel. In the meantime, he went to see an uncle he found out had survived together with his two children. He thought they might be persuaded to emigrate. However, they did not want to leave either. So, in November 1945, David finally had to return to Budapest on his own. He made contact with Bricha, and in the same month, he left with a group for Austria.

They crossed the Austro-Hungarian border at night, through a forest. They were taken to Vienna, and from there, Bricha activists transferred them to a Jewish DP camp in Bad Gastein, in the American zone. 
There, he found out that his younger brother had indeed survived and was in a convalescent home in France. David spent about six months in Austria, and another six months in Italy before he could immigrate to the Land of Israel. In October 1946, he made aliyah through Turin, but his boat was captured by the British and the 650 refugees on board were interned to Cyprus. 
Thanks to his yeshiva education, David could already teach Hebrew to groups in Italy, and he continued doing so in the camp on Cyprus, too. Eventually, in the spring of 1947, he was transferred by the British to the jail in Atlit, Palestine, and released after about a month. For a few months, he did odd jobs, and then, in November 1947, he became a volunteer with the Haganah. In 1948, he participated in the War of Independence. In 1949, he got married, had a son and two daughters. His son became a paratrooper and was killed in 1969 near Jericho. 

David survived the Holocaust at the age of 21-22 as a labor serviceman in the Hungarian army, moving from one labor camp to another. From the spring of 1944 until the spring of 1945, he walked all over Transylvania, crossed Hungary and Austria, and was liberated in Yugoslavia by Tito's partisans. In Transylvania, he saw vacated ghettos (in Cluj) and witnessed the deportation of Jews (in Nagybánya). As a result, he could understand what was in store for his family confined in the Aknaszlatina Ghetto. After the war, when he was unable to find his immediate family members in Hungary, neither in his native town that was already part of the Soviet Union, nor with his realtives in Transylvania, he decided to immigrate to the Land of Israel. After a journey that took one and a half years, passing through DP camps, the British internment camp in Cyprus, and the jail in Atlit, 
he finally reached his goal, and succeeded in making aliyah. 
***
 There is a third group of survivors, which is distinct from all the others: a group of Jews without personal, close range experience of concentration or labor camps, but during the years of the Holocaust, of course, they were always aware of them.
Tova Weisz, a Jewess in hiding

Tova Ben-Yehuda (née Weisz) was born in 1926 in Piszke, near Esztergom. She had many relatives, uncles and aunts,  on her father's sideliving in the surroundings. In 1932, the family with two children moved to Mosonmagyaróvár, where the father opened a fashon parlour. Tova's brother György (in Israel, he was called Israel) attended a business school in Győr, and then returned to his family in Mosonmagyaróvár. In Győr, he became a Zionist, and before the outbreak of the war he announced to the family that he wanted to immigrate to the Land of Israel. In fact, he made aliyah, and from that point on, he was in touch with the family through sporadic correspondance. 

In 1939, when the first refugees arrived from Poland, the father thought they should not stay in a small town where everybody knew them, that it would be safer to move to the capital city of Budapest. There they could not have their own business, according to the anti-Jewish laws, and therefore, they bought a shoe factory with an Armenian silent partner.

In 1942, being unable to contact their relatives living in Pozsony, Slovakia, they understood that something had happened to them. When the Germans occupied Hungary in March 1944, the father decided it was time to "disappear." He turned to his former shop assistant from the store he had had in Mosonmagyaróvár and asked him for help. The shop assistant handed over his own parents' documents to the Weisz parents, who used them to rent a room in Budapest. They told the landlord that they were Hungarians from Mosonmagyaróvár, visiting Budapest for medical reasons, and would probably have to stay for a few months in the city. The father bought documents for Tova from a mechanic who worked 
in their house in Budapest; the mechanic brought them the documents of his own sister, Magda Füzi. Tova rented a room somewhere else and with the help of her uncle who was a mechanical engineer, she started to work in the Budapest Siemens factory. 

In the spring of 1944, before the ghettoization of Jews in the Esztergom area, Tova's father sent his daughter by train to Piszke and its surroundings to persuade their relatives living there not to enter the ghetto and to move to Budapest instead, if possible. They, however, decided to stay, and all of them ended up in Auschwitz; none of them returned. In the winter of 1944–1945, Tova with her documents could easily get into the Pest Ghetto (which was not closed hermetically yet) and bring food to her relatives there. 

Hiding separately, they managed to survive the Arrow Cross era. After liberation in February 1945, the whole family moved back to their home on Francia Road. Ha-Makkabi Ha-Tzair opened a home nearby in 1945, and Tova began visiting the place. After the war, they started to get letters again from the younger brother in the Land of Israel, and he kept urging the family to make aliyah. The parents were not sure about it, but they wanted to send Tova. In 1945, at the home of Ha-Makkabi Ha-Tzair, there were 70-80 orphans who were entrusted in smaller groups to caregivers: Tova was in charge of a group of six children. The whole group of children aged 4-16 left Hungary in February 1946 and, via Vienna-Leipheim-Bayerisch Gmain, they arrived in 1947 in the Bad Reichenhall DP camp in Germany. The group got on board the "Exodus" and were returned to Germany, but before the declaration of the State of Israel they managed to arrive in the country. 

The narrative of Tova is a "real" Polish-type "Aryen-side 
story" in Budapest. She did not experience life in a concentration camp, but she always heard things about it, in connection with the disappearance of her relatives from the provinces, and after the war, from returning survivors. As a young woman, she lived in DP camps for two years in charge of a group of children who would make aliyah. In 1989, when she was asked by the interviewer when exactly she and her group had left Hungary, she answered the following: "It is difficult for me to remember dates because our aliyah took two years – which is today a four-hour flight from Budapest to Tel Aviv. And we "had fun" during these two years, wandering from camp to camp. Who can remember this exactly?"
 
Summary

In 1945–1946, Jews emigrated from Hungary mainly for religious and ideological reasons – not finding their place in left-wing Hungarian block under Soviet control, losing their whole family during the Holocaust, or having very few surviving close relatives. There was a great number of emigrants, who, as Yehuda Talmi formulated it, could not imagine continuing to live in the gigantic cemetery that Europe had become. Therefore, they wanted to immigrate either overseas or to the Land of Israel. 


A significant number of Jews remained in Hungary after 1945 and massive emigration started only after the revolution of 1956, with thousands leaving the country again: the iron curtain that theBricha organizers had already dreaded in 1945 was lifted for a short time. 
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�Bi-netivei ha-Bricha (Hebrew) (Tel Aviv, 1958).





What is the translation of this title?


Who was the publisher?





I’m not sure what you mean by ‘Eretz-Israeli delegate’, but is ‘Israeli delegate’ appropriate for this date?
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What is ‘MAKOR 1’?


�What does it mean? 


�Did they travel around Italy or back and forth between Austria and Italy?


�Is this the same incident or two different ones?


�Weren’t they all hiding?


�This is repetition. Do you want to keep it?


�Is it correct that the mechanic worked in the house rather than lived in the house?


�What does it mean?





