Bruce R. Berglund
Professor of History

Calvin College
EDUCATION:

University of Kansas.  Ph.D. in History. 1994-1999.



Major Fields: Eastern Europe and Russia



Minor Fields: Modern China and Modern Europe
Dissertation: “‘We Wish We Were Home’: The Czechoslovak Émigré Community in 
Britain, 1940-1945.”  


Minnesota State University, Mankato, M.A. in History. 1992-1994.  




University of Minnesota. B.A. in History cum laude. 1987-1991.

TEACHING APPOINTMENTS:


Professor of History, Calvin College, 2014-present (currently on research leave).

Associate Professor of History, Calvin College, 2008-2014.



Assistant Professor of History, Calvin College, 2003-2008.

Adjunct Assistant Professor in Russian and East European Studies, University of Kansas, 
1999-2003.


ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS:
Director of the Honors Program, Calvin College, 2012-2017.

Assistant Director, Center for Russian and East European Studies, University of Kansas, 
1999-2003.
RESEARCH AFFILIATION:

Research Associate, Center for Russian, East European, & Eurasian Studies, University 
of Michigan, 2004-present.

PUBLICATIONS:

a. Monograph:

Castle and Cathedral in Modern Prague: Longing for the Sacred in a Skeptical Age. 

Budapest: Central European University Press, 2017. Pp. 359, xvi, images.
b. Edited Volume: 
Christianity and Modernity in Eastern Europe, co-editor with Brian A. Porter-Szűcs.  
Budapest: Central European University Press, 2010. Pp. 380, xvi, maps.
Author of volume's concluding essay: “Drafting a Historical Geography of East European 
Christianity,” pp. 329-370
Reviews: Austrian History Yearbook 43 (2012): 192-93 (Robert F. Goeckel); Canadian Slavonic 
Papers 53, no. 1: 134-35 (Sonja Luehrmann); Church History 80, no. 2 (2011): 440-442 (Robert 
E. Alvis); Fides et Historia 43, no. 2 (2011): 134-135 (Martin Spence); HABSBURG, H-Net 
Reviews, Jan. 2011 (Patrick Houlihan); Politics and Religion 4, no. 2 (2011): 380-383 (Chris 
Hann); Religion in Eastern Europe 31, no. 1 (2011): 46-47 (James R. Payton, Jr.); Religion, State 
and Society 40, no. 2-4 (2012), 422-425 (Kristina Stoeckl); Slavic Review 71, no. 1 (2012): 154-
156 (Konrad Sadkowski); Southeast European & Black Sea Studies 15, no. 3 (2015): 433-435 
(Manussos Marangudakis)
c. Journal Articles & Essays  
“‘We stand on the threshold of a new age’: Alice Masaryková, the Czechoslovak Red Cross, and 
the Building of a New Europe.” In Aftermaths of War: Women’s Movements and Female Activists, 1918-1923, eds. Ingrid Sharp and Matthew Stibbe, 355-374. Leiden: Brill, 2011.
“Demokratický Hrad jako posvátný prostor (Náboženství a ideály v obnově Pražského hradu)" 
[The Democratic Castle as Sacred Space: Religion and Ideals in the Renovation of 
Prague Castle], translated into Czech by Martin C. Putna, Souvislosti: Revue pro literaturu a kulturu (September 2007): 208-221.
“Building a Church for a New Age: The Search for a Modern Catholic Art in Turn-of-the-
Century Central Europe.” Centropa: Journal of Central European Architecture and Related Arts 3, no. 3 (September 2003): 225-239. Winner of the 2004 Stanley Z. Pech Essay Prize of the Czechoslovak Studies Association.
“‘All Germans are the same’: Czech and Sudeten German Exiles in Britain and the Transfer 
Plans,” National Identities  2, no. 3 (Summer 2000): 225-244.

“Politická kultura a kulturní identita: Poselství československé propagandy ve Velké Britanii 
behem druhé svetové války” [Political Culture and Cultural Identity: The Messages of Czechoslovak Propaganda in Britain during the Second World War], translated into Czech by Viktor Faktor, Střední Evropa 14 (December 1998): 59-71.


“Emigrantština v Anglii: Opozice proti Edvardu Benešovi behem 2. svetové valky” 

[Emigrantština in England: Opposition to Edvard Beneš during the Second World War], translated into Czech by Josef Grmela and Antonín Klimek, Historie a vojenství  47, no. 5 (September 1998): 26-60.

“Lidice and the Czechoslovak Exiles in England,” Kosmas: Czechoslovak and Central 

European Journal  13, no. 1 (Summer 1998): 136-168.

d. Articles in Reference Works
“East European Christianity and the Boundaries of Europe,” article in Handbook of Global 
Contemporary Christianity, 188-207. Leiden: Brill, 2015.
“Totalitarianism,” article in The Brill Encyclopedia of Christianity, vol. 5. Leiden: Brill, 2007.

“Eastern Europe,” article in Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History, Berkshire Publishing, 
2004.  

“Ivo Andrić,” “Edvard Beneš,” “Karel Čapek,” “Milovan Djilas,” “Jaroslav Hašek,” “Václav 
Havel,” “Milan Kundera,” “Tomáš Masaryk,” articles in Biographical Dictionary of Literary Influences: The 20th Century. Greenwood Press, 2004.

e. Reviews

Of Miracles and Men (documentary film, 2015, dir. Jonathan Hock) and Red Army (documentary 
film, 2014, dir. Gabe Polsky). In Journal of Sport History 43, no. 3 (2016): 324-326.
Cynthia Paces, Prague Panoramas: National Memory and Sacred Space in the Twentieth Century 
(Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2009).  In Austrian History Yearbook 42 (2011): 225-226.
Nancy M. Wingfield, Flag Wars and Stone Saints: How the Bohemian Lands Became Czech 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2007).  HABSBURG, H-Net Reviews (Sept. 2008), http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=15754

Karel Dostal Raška, The Czechoslovak Exile Government in London and the Sudeten German 
Issue (Prague: Karolinum, 2002). In Austrian History Yearbook 35 (2004): 308-309.

f. Current Project

A World on Ice: Hockey and the Globalization of Sport, solicited by University of California 
Press, for publication in the series “Sport in World History,” estimated publication 2020. 
NATIONAL GRANTS:

Fulbright Global Scholar Grant: Canada, Czech Republic and Korea, 2017-2018. 

Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Grant: Czech Republic and Slovenia, 2005-2006. 
Fulbright Grant for Graduate Student Research: Czech Republic, 1997-1998.

RESEARCH EVALUATION & EDITING:

Manuscript review: Journal of Contemporary History, International Migration Review, 
University of Pittsburgh Press, University of Toronto Press, University of Wisconsin Press, Bloomsbury Academic Press, McGraw-Hill College Publishing.
Editorial Board, “Explorations of College Athletics,” book series from Rowman and 

Littlefield Press, 2015-present. 
Czech Academy of Sciences, Grant Proposal Reader, 2012-present.

National Endowment for the Humanities, Public Programs Department, Documentary Films 
Program, Selection Committee, 2011, 2015.

U.S. Department of Education, Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad Grant Program, 
Selection Committee, 2008.

U.S. Department of Education, Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Grant 
Program, Selection Committee, 2008.

U.S. Department of Education, Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program, Selection 
Committee, 2004, 2006, 2007.

Fulbright Commission in the Czech Republic, Fulbright-Masaryk Fellowships, Selection 

Committee, 2006.

Czechoslovak Studies Association, officer at large, 2007-2009.

Czechoslovak Studies Association, Stanley Pech Essay Prize Selection Committee, 2001-

2002.

American Councils for International Education, Regional Scholar Program Fellowship 
Competition, Selection Committee, 2000, 2001.
ONLINE MEDIA:
Host and Audio Editor, New Books in Sports podcast 
http://newbooksnetwork.com/category/politics-society/sports/


2011-present
Regular podcast totaling more than 100 episodes, featuring authors of academic and journalistic books on global sport. 4000-5000 complete downloads per month. Part of the New Books Network of author-interview podcasts.

Editor, The Allrounder website






2014-2016

http://theallrounder.co
Online journal features original essays by scholars working in various disciplines of sports studies, from US, Canada, UK, Netherlands, Germany, Australia, and India.
RECENT CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS:

“Ice Hockey and Place in Minnesota,” Fourth Global Conference of The Sport Project: 

Space, Place and Sport, Mansfield College, University of Oxford, 25 September 2015.

Discussant, “Christendom Threatened and the Threat of Christendom: Europe, Its East, 

and the ‘Alien’ Systems of Communism and Islam,” National Convention of the Association for Slavic, East European & Eurasian Studies, Boston, 23 November 2013.

“Building Cathedrals in First Republic Prague,” National Convention of the Association 

for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Los Angeles, 19 November 2010.

“‘We stand on the threshold of a new age’: Alice Masaryková, the Czechoslovak Red Cross, and 
the Building of a New Europe,” international conference: “Aftermaths of War: Women’s Movements and Female Activists, 1918-1923,” University of Leeds, 12 September 2008. 
“Plečnik in Prague: Religion, Culture, and Modernity in Central Europe,” Ninth Annual 

Czech Studies Workshop, Northwestern University, 26 April 2008. 

“Re-Thinking the Sources of Czech Atheism,” National Convention of the American 

Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, New Orleans, 15 November 2007. 

Discussant for panel, “Catholicism and Modernity in East Central Europe,” National 


Convention of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, 

New Orleans, 15 November 2007. 

“Prague Castle as Holy Acropolis: Faith, Skepticism, and Conviction in the House of Masaryk,” 
conference: Religion and the Challenges of Modernity: The Christian Churches in 19th- & 20th-century Eastern Europe, Deutsches Historisches Institut, Warsaw, 21 June 2006.

“Rescue and Reconciliation in Postwar Czechoslovakia: The Theology and Practice of Czech 
Rescuer Přemysl Pitter,” World Congress of the International Council for Central and East European Studies, Berlin, 28 July 2005.
INVITED PRESENTATIONS:
“A Blue-Collar Sport Played by White-Collar Kids: Hockey and the Social History of Youth 
Sports,” public lecture, Calvin College, 18 October 2017

“A Fortress of Mighty God: Religious Ideals and the Renovation of Prague Castle,” public 
lecture, Plečnik House, Museums and Galleries of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenia, 4 October 2017.  
“Are Sports Good for Us?” community education lectures, Grand Rapids, 15 and 22 February 
2015.
“Big-Time Sports and Student Recruiting: Enrollments, Budgets, and Social Inequality at the 
Public University,” The Values of College Sport Symposium, University of Michigan, 
15 November 2014.
“Our Kids in Sports—Is It Good for Them, and for Us?” community education lecture, 
Grand Rapids, 17 November 2013.

“From Fulbright Student, to Fulbright Scholar, to Fulbright Adviser,” Conference Celebrating the 
20th Anniversary of the Fulbright Commission in the Czech Republic, Consulate of the Czech Republic, New York, 3 December 2011. 

“Religious Czechs and Secular Poles? Revisiting the Religious History of 20th-Century East 
Central Europe,” public lecture, Center for Russian, East European & Eurasian Studies, University of Kansas, 24 March 2009.


“Plečnik in Prague: Religion and Culture in Central Europe,” public lecture, Woodrow Wilson 
Conference Center, U.S. Embassy, Prague, 16 May 2006.

“What Is Central Europe, and What Is Its Future in Europe?” plenary address, International 
Student Symposium, Prague, 8 January 2006.
Participant in Round-Table Discussion, “Internationalization and Czech Higher Education,” 
Residence of Hon. William Cabaniss, U.S. Ambassador to the Czech Republic, Prague, 16 November 2005.
INSTITUTIONAL AWARDS & GRANTS:

Faculty Teaching Award, Award for Collaborative Change, 2015.

McGregor Summer Student Research Assistant Grant, 2005, 2009, 2014, 2015.

Asian Studies Faculty Development Grant, 2011-2014.

Major Project Grant, for research and book subvention, 2010.
College Research Fellowship, 2007-2008.

Alumni Association Faculty Research Grant, 2007.

Major Project Grant, for the conference “Religion and the Challenges of Modernity: The 

Christian Churches in 19th- & 20th-century Eastern Europe,” (co-organized with Brian A. Porter-Szűcs, University of Michigan, and Andreas Kossert, Deutsches Historisches Institut, Warsaw), 2006. 

COURSES TAUGHT: 


Calvin College:

“History of the West and the World I [pre-1500]” (HIST 151)
“Global Explorations: Sport in World History” (HIST 153)

“History of Russia” (HIST 223)


“East Asia before 1800” (HIST 245)


“Modern Europe” (HIST 267)


“Women and Gender in European History” (HIST 268)

“War and Society” (HIST 271)


“The Communist World” (HIST 273)


“Research Methods of History” (HIST 294)


“Modern China” (HIST 346)


“Studies in Modern Europe: Eastern Europe” (HIST 364)


“Studies in Modern Europe: Christianity in 20th-Century Europe” (HIST 364)


“Studies in Modern Europe: Sports, Society and Culture in Europe” (HIST 364)


“Modern Empires: Russia and China in the 20th Century“ (HIST 372)


“Studies in Central European Culture” (STHU 381—Off-campus course in Budapest)


“1989: Origins and Aftermath of a Revolutionary Year” (STHU 364—Off-campus course)


“Sports and Masculinity” (IDIS W11—Interim term course)


“The Devil in Western Culture” (IDIS W63—Interim term course)

University of Kansas:
“Introduction to Czech Culture” (SLAV 504, off-campus course in Prague)

“Rise and Fall of the Communist States” (HIST 342, undergraduate students) 

“Seminar in Russian and East European Studies” (REES 898/899, graduate students)


“Business, Culture, and Society in Russia and Eastern Europe” (BUS 449/REES 895, 

undergraduate & graduate students)

“History of the Balkans” (REES 895, graduate students)

Western Civilization I and II (WC 204 & 205, undergraduate students) 
KU Continuing Education (adult-learning courses):

“The Heart of Europe: The Art and Culture of Central Europe” 


“Eastern Europe and Russia, 1989-1999” 


“Do the Balkans Have a Future?” 
INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE:
Calvin College (college-wide committees):
Fulbright Program Adviser, 2005-2018. 
Core Curriculum Committee, 2012-2015 (chair, 2013-2015).

College Branding Advisory Committee, 2014-2015.

Asian Studies Advisory Committee, 2014-2016.

Educational Framework Drafting Committee, 2013-2015.


Teaching Fellow for the Social Sciences Division, 2006-2009.

McGregor Student Summer Research Committee, 2004-2005, 2010.


At-Large Representative, Faculty Senate, 2008-2009.


College Strategic Plan Midterm Review Committee, 2004-2005.

Faculty Orientation Evaluation Board, 2004-2010.

University of Kansas:
Russian and East European Studies Executive Committee, 1999-2003. 

Selection Committee, Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowships for Russia and Eastern 
Europe, 2000-2003.  


University International Directors Committee, 2001.

Hall Center for the Humanities Affiliates Committee, 2001. 

Jewish Studies Program Planning Committee, 2002-2003.


Area Studies MA/MBA Joint Degree Planning Committee: 2000-2002.
Center for Russian and East European Studies Strategic Planning Committee, 2000-2001.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:


Faculty Host, "America’s China Dream and China’s American Dream: 150 Years of Encounter,” 
NEH Seminar Summer, 12-31 July 2015.

Participant, Faculty Reading Group, "Masculinity in American Christianity: Recent 

Developments and Conflicting Directions," 2010-2011.


Organizer, Discussion Group on Pedagogy and First-Year Students, led by Tim Clydesdale 
(Sociology, College of New Jersey), March 2009.  

Participant, Faculty Reading Group in Political and Economic Thought, led by Jan Curry (Dean 
of Research & Scholarship), 2008-2009.


Participant, Faculty Development Workshop, GIS Mapping and Spatial Analysis for Teaching 
and Scholarship, led by Jason Van Horn (Geography), summer 2008.

Co-organizer, “Teaching Confrontationally,” series of teaching development workshops, 
2007-2008.


Participant, Faculty Development Workshop in College Pedagogy, led by Claudia Beversluis 
(Dean of Instruction), summer 2005.

Participant, “Writing the History of World Christianity in the 20th Century,” research seminar led 
by Mark Noll (University of Notre Dame), Calvin College, 12-30 July 2004.

LANGUAGES:

Czech (functional speaking and reading)

Slovak (functional reading)

Slovene (functional reading)

Serbo-Croatian (intermediate reading)

German (intermediate reading)

Russian (intermediate reading)

ACADEMIC-RELATED INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL:

2017: Slovenia (invited lecture)

2016: Canada (research)

2015: UK (academic conference)

2014: Japan (teaching development)

2012: China (teaching development)


2011: Czech Republic, Slovenia, and Croatia (research)


2009: Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Poland, Czech Republic, Croatia, Bosnia (led 13 students on 
semester-long study abroad program, based in Budapest)


2008: Hungary (study abroad site visit)


2008: UK (academic conference)


2007: Czech Republic, Slovenia (research)


2006: Poland (academic conference)


2005-06: Czech Republic, Slovenia (11-month research stay)


2005: Germany (academic conference)


2003: Czech Republic (led 19 students on January-term study abroad program)


2000: Poland (academic conference) and Germany (visit to partner institution)


1997-98: Czech Republic (10-month research stay)

