Curriculum Vitae                                                                                19 March 2021 – 7 Iyar 5781                      Juan-Paul (Paysach) Burke 
 

Phone: (+27) 072 384 1001

Email: paysach12@gmail.com 
Age: 39 [3 October 1981]
Nationality: South African

Home language: English

Marital Status: Married [since 1 Dec 2015]
Driver’s License: Yes
Own transport: Yes 
Location: Pretoria, South Africa
 

Education: 
Carmel Primary School 1994;
Pretoria Boys High School 1999;
Yeshivah Gedolah of Johannesburg 2000 - 2005 [ http://ygj.co.za/ ] (Talmud); 
BA (University of South Africa) majoring in English and Linguistics 2010;
PGDipLIS (University of Cape Town) 2014 (Post graduate Diploma in Library and Information Studies);

Yeshiva LeRabbonus Pretoria Nov 2017 - Aug 2019 (Halacha);
BA HONS Linguistics (University of South Africa) Registered 2020 (currently studying part-time over 2yrs) 

French Horn grd.7 lvl. Matric 1999;

Recorder grd.4 (University of South Africa) 2007;
Theory of Music grd.4 (University of South Africa) 2007;
Work experience: 
1) Non-profit organization: Pretoria Hebrew Congregation 
Period of employment (part-time about 2hrs per week): Jan 2017 – Apr 2021 (Current) 

Job title: Librarian & Archivist

Duties and responsibilities:
· Revitalize the synagogue’s English book lending library which was in disarray (about 600 books in 2017). 

· Catalogue books using LibraryThing: https://www.librarything.com/catalog/phcreception
· Maintain a Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/PHClibrary/
· Circulation; sort donations; fundraising for new books; organising events such as a book launch and 2nd hand book sale; weeding; adding periodical section. 

· Set up an archive and special collections for the synagogue; sort material; write finding aids; source appropriate archival containers; digitise select items.
2)   Self-employed 
     Period of employment (part-time): Nov 2011 - Apr 2013; Nov 2016 – Apr 2021 (Current)
     Job title: Freelance copy editor/manuscript editor/plain language editor/translator/proofreader/bibliographer/indexer/digitiser/historical researcher/writer
     Project history includes: 
· Current: 2018-2021. Copy editor/plain language editor/translator/historical researcher for some Torah/Jewish religious book projects by a single organisation which includes editing English essays and translating traditional Rabbinic Hebrew texts, working as part of The Machon team headed by Rabbi Avigdor Blumenau.
· 2020. Copy edited an academic article in preparation for publication in the Journal of Jewish Education. CHIGER. A. R. 2021. A Survey of the Views of South African Jewish Adolescents. Journal of Jewish Education. [Forthcoming].
· 2019-2020. Translator for Professional Beis Medrash (PBM) [UK branch], translating the commentary of Rashi/Rivan on Talmud Tractate Makkot. Project Manager: Rabbi Avigdor Blumenau.
· 2019-2020. Copy editor/plain language editor for a Professional Beis Medrash (PBM) [UK branch] kashrut/Jewish dietary law course. BIRNBAUM, D. and BRETT, G. 2020. Kashrus, the inside story: From Gemara to Halacha and everything in between. PBM Publications. Project Manager: Rabbi Avigdor Blumenau.
· 2019. Wrote a couple of biographical articles for Jewish Life Magazine (South African) on Jewish religious history, including South African Jewish religious history, this involved conducting interviews and consulting primary sources such as newspapers and memoirs [JL editions #126 & #127: see bibliography below].
· 2018. Proofread transliterations of Megilat Esther (Book of Esther) for Rabbi Shaun Wingrin.
· Did the index for the book: GILBERT, S. 2017. From things lost: forgotten letters and the legacy of the Holocaust. Detroit: Wayne State University Press.
· Copy edited the book: WINER, B. A. 2017. Mincha and Maariv in the house of mourning. Johannesburg: Brian Allan Winer.
3) Employer: University of Cape Town
    Period of employment (full-time): May 2013 – Dec 2016 (3yrs 8mnths)
    Job title: Senior Library Assistant
    Duties and responsibilities: Based at the Jewish Studies Library at the University of Cape Town, a branch library, housed in the Kaplan Centre for Jewish Studies, duties included:
· Reference and information services (helping researchers find books, periodicals, online content and Jewish archival material; involved a little research, digging in the archives and making bibliographies of relevant resources). Besides the branch library I also assisted with taking shifts at the main library reference desk. 
· Library instruction (libguide); circulation; general administration; supervision and training of student assistants.
· Collection management and maintenance (book ordering, sorting donations, cataloguing assistance for Hebrew/Yiddish (diacritics) & Jewish Studies, collection care, shelf reads, weeding of collection, assisted in making finding aids and digitisation of Hebrew & Jewish Studies archival material (metadata)) (in addition to branch library duties I also catalogued DVDs for the main library for about a year).
Reasons for leaving: To be closer to family (in Jhb); more affordable accommodation found; wanted to study at Yeshiva LeRabbonus Pretoria.
Interests:

Torah study and teaching. 

Librarianship, archives & academic research (particularly research of Jewish South African Religious History).

Music performing, arranging and composing.

English writing, editing and reading.

Hiking, linguistics (copy editing/translation/cognitive linguistics/phonetics/names/language policy and planning), science fiction, short stories, self-growth, history, poetry.
Referees:
Alexander D’Angelo: 021 650 4475; alexander.dangelo@uct.ac.za (Principal Librarian: Humanities) (Was my senior manager at University of Cape Town)

Associate Professor Adam Mendelsohn: 021 650 4730; adam.mendelsohn@uct.ac.za (History Department UCT/ Director Kaplan Centre for Jewish Studies and Research)
Rabbi Gidon Fox: 082 3399 744; rabbifox@gmail.com (Pretoria community Rabbi/ Dean of Yeshiva LeRabbonus Pretoria)
Rabbi Avigdor Blumenau: 073 545 8634; meshechchochmah@gmail.com (Project Manager and Head of The Machon for whom I have done much freelance work)

Additional Information:

· Have copy edited, proofread, written articles, written poetry and transcribed on a voluntary basis. 
· Started a research project since March 2017 with a view to publishing a Biographical Dictionary of Rabbis, Reverends & Cantors in South Africa from pre-1941. 
· Southern African Linguistics and Applied Linguistics Society (SALALS) member.
· Library and Information Association of South Africa (LIASA) member.

· South African Society of Archivists (SASA) member.

· South African Society of Archivists (SASA) Gauteng Branch secretary since Sep 2018.

· Editor of the South African Torah Journal since 2019.

Bibliography:
BURKE, J. & MOCH, C. 2021. Bibliography of Jewish Education in South Africa (1995-2020). South African Digest of Jewish Education. 2(1):19 [Available: https://www.theacademy.org.za/digest ]

BURKE, J. 2020. Articles, theses & books pertaining to SA Jewry and Jewish Studies, 2019 & additions for 2014-2018. Jewish Affairs. Spring 2020. 75(4):57 [Available: https://www.sajbd.org/media/articles-theses-books-pertaining-to-sa-jewry-and-jewish-studies-2019-additions-for-2014-2018 ]

BURKE, P. 2020. Call back the past: Behr Goldberg z’l – on his 80th Yortzheit. Pretoria Jewish Chronicle. March/April 2020. 24
BURKE, J. 2019. A man of the old school: Paying homage to Rabbi Shlomo Rosenzweig on his 50th yartzheit. Jewish Life. June 2019. 129:18 [Available: https://www.academia.edu/39690074/A_man_of_the_old_school ]

BURKE, J. 2019. Articles, theses & books pertaining to SA Jewry and Jewish Studies, 2018 & additions for 2014-2017. Jewish Affairs. Pesach 2019. 74(1) [Available: https://www.sajbd.org/uploads/Jewish-Affairs-Pesach-2019.pdf ]

BURKE, J. 2019. Buried Treasure. Jewish Life. March 2019. 126:60 [Available: http://www.jewishlife.co.za/new/2019/03/10/buried-treasure-2/ ]

BURKE, P. 2019. Call back the past: 120th yortzheit: Rev Shmaryahu Meir Sliom. Pretoria Jewish Chronicle. January/February 2019. 24

BURKE, P. 2019. Call back the past: 60th yortzheit: Rev Abraham Kellen. Pretoria Jewish Chronicle. January/February 2019. 24

BURKE, J. 2018. Time to ‘Plugin’. Pretoria Jewish Chronicle. July/August 2018. 25
BURKE, J. 2018. Articles, theses and books pertaining to SA Jewry and Jewish Studies, 2014-2017. Jewish Affairs. Pesach 2018. 73(1):35 [Available: http://sajbd.org/uploads/Articles/Jewish-Affairs/Jewish-Affairs-Pesach-2018.pdf ]

BURKE, J. 2017. Remembering Cape Town’s pioneer Rabbi. Jewish Life. August 2017. 109:12 [Available: http://www.jewishlife.co.za/new/2017/08/04/brave-new-world/ ]
BURKE, J. 2017. [Reader's Letters: Buitenkant Street Shul]. Jewish Affairs. Pesach 2017. 72(1):64 [Available: http://www.sajbd.org/uploads/Articles/Jewish-Affairs/Jewish-Affairs-Pesach-2017.pdf ]
BURKE, J. 2016. A Tradition of Talmud study in Cape Town and Yeshiva Tachkemoni [Video file] [Paper presented at the conference on “Jews in Colonial and Postcolonial Africa”. 22-24 August 2016. University of Cape Town, Cape Town]. [Available: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImGlUrQe9Do ]
BURKE, J. 2014. [New Poetry:] Bagpipes Anyone? Jewish Affairs. Rosh Hashanah 2014. 69(2):74 [Available: http://sajbd.org/uploads/Articles/Jewish-Affairs/Rosh-Hashanah-2014.pdf ]

BURKE, P. 2014. Televisionism. Jewish Life. March 2014. 71:62
