CURRICULUM VITAE

Daniel Ben-Tal

Address:

4/40, Rehov Ginat Egoz, Pardess Hana-Karkur, Israel 3708400
Tel:


+972-(0)52-2862306

E-mail:


danielbental1927@gmail.com
Facebook:

Daniel Ben-Tal

Twitter:

dbt1927 

Born:


Merthyr Tydfil, S. Wales, UK

Emigrated to Israel:
October 1975
Marital status: 

Divorced
Language Skills:
English (mother tongue), Hebrew (fluent reading and writing)
Citizenship: 
Israeli, British
Professional Experience
April 2018
Launched Ben-Tal Life Stories, a private initiative in which I write people’s biographies. Currently working on second book. 
April 2017 - 
Freelance editor/translator/writer for a host of clients including websites, translation agencies and pr comanies (details available upon request). Edited English translation of Gabi Nitzan’s book ‘Badulina’ and poetry book ‘Mind Junk’ by Paul Moore. Translated several Hebrew websites and television scripts. 

April 2002 -  
Regular freelance contributor to Israel21c website - feature writing. 

June 2008 –Apr 2017
Full-time copy editor, translator and occasional sports editor at English-language version of Israel’s leading broadsheet, Haaretz. Responsible for headlines, Hebrew-to-English translation, syntax, fact-checking, layout etc. in a real-time production environment for both Internet and print formats. Consummate in ATEX and Polopoly content management systems. Also penned dozens of stories.
April 2002 - 2015 
Regular freelance contributor to Foreign Ministry website - feature writing. 
Nov 2012- 2014
Part-time editor for The Media Line news agency, editing features from countries throughout the Middle East.
Jan 2008 – June 2009
Wrote and designed English website and newsletters of environmental NGO Adam, Teva v'Din (the Israel Union for Environmental Defense).  

April 2005-
Editor of Jerusalem Post’s weekend supplement Metro. Position entailed 
Nov 30, 2007
conceptualizing the magazine, appointing and communicating with writers and photographers, assigning and editing stories, and balancing the budget. Transformed 16-page commercial vehicle into acclaimed 32-page news-and-features magazine. Resigned over pay dispute.
2000 - April 2005
Feature and news writer for the Jerusalem Post. Penned several hundred stories for weekend supplements and news pages, from hard news to 'soft' features, covering wide variety of topics and issues.
1995 - 2005
Freelance copywriter, including successful campaign for Carlton Tel Aviv hotel, brand image videos, pamphlets and ‘advertorials.’ 

Oct 1999 - Mar 2000
Copy editor/Sports Editor at English-language version of Ha’aretz.
Jan 1990 - Oct 1999
Tel Aviv-based stringer for the Associated Press for eight years, covering gamut of news stories from the field. Regular contributor to German Press Agency (DPA), Jerusalem Report, Link Magazine (a now-defunct Israeli Business monthly) and Britain's Jewish Chronicle. Features published in Guardian, Independent and Daily Telegraph (Britain), and several U.S. Jewish publications. Researcher for two BBC television documentaries about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
1993, 1997, 2001 
Press Officer for Maccabiah Games ('Jewish Olympics'), responsible for coordinating foreign media coverage. 
Jan 1988 - Jan 1990
Journalist at Jerusalem Post, specializing in sports, news and general features. 
1983-1987
Computer programmer / software engineer.
Education

Apart from some helpful tips from colleagues over the years, I am self-taught as a writer, editor, translator and journalist.

1980-1982

Software engineering course at Hadassah College, Jerusalem
1979-80

Preparatory (“mechina”) year at Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Professional courses
July 2007
Completed Proposal Grantwriting to Foundations course run by David Maeir Epstein and Associates, Jerusalem.
Awards
1995
Simon Rockower Prize for Excellence in Jewish Journalism, second place in International News or Feature Writing category.
Hobbies/leisure activities
*
Devoting quality time to my two boys, born June 2004 and June 2006.
*
Environmentalism: Practitioner of permaculture. Tends organic vegetable garden. 
*
Sports: Ran six marathons, including New York and London. Former member of Israel’s national rugby squad. Keen mountain bicyclist. Nowadays a regular practitioner of yoga and pilates. Cycles daily.
*
Travel: Has traveled extensively throughout North America, Europe, Australia and the Far East, both as long-term backpacker and as journalist on assignment.
*
Stage: Numerous appearances as folk singer. Minor acting parts in several feature films.
Military Service
1979 – 2001
Served in reserve IDF paratroop unit for 22 years, including first Lebanon war and first intifada. Saw action.
1977 – 1979
IDF Nahal paratroop unit
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