Dekel Berenson’s Eastern European ‘Love Tour’ drama ‘Anna’ to Premiere in competition for the Palme d’Or at Cannes 


 
Writer/Director Dekel Berenson’s live-action short follows the story of Anna, a single mother living in Ukraine and looking for love. This topical story is the only British short that has been selected to compete for the Palme d’Or at Cannes Film Festival this year and is one of only 11 films selected from 4,200 submissions.
 
Living in war-torn Eastern Ukraine Anna is an aging single mother who is desperate for a change. Lured by a radio advertisement, she goes to a party with a group of American men who are touring the country, searching for love.
 
Israeli filmmaker Dekel Berenson acquired a Masters in International Relations from the Central European University in Budapest in 2006, receiving the Best Thesis Award and graduating first in his class. Over the past three years, he has combined his passions, making artistic films of high quality that bring to light real-world social and humanitarian issues. Next year Berenson will go into production with his debut feature Adva.
 
Anna is a co-production between Merlin Merton’s Blue Shadows in the UK, Dekel Berenson's 168 Wardour Filmworks, and Olga Beskhmelnytsina’s ESSE Productions House in Ukraine. Merton’s features have included 10,000 Saints starring Oscar-nominees Ethan Hawke and Hailee Steinfeld and Wild Oats with director Andy Tennant starring Oscar-winners Shirley MacLaine and Jessica Lange.

Salaud Morisset represents the recent 2019 Live Action Short Academy winner Skin and is distributing two of Berenson’s shorts Anna and Ashmina.


Anna will screen at the 72nd Festival de Cannes on add date/time.
 
NOTES TO THE EDITOR
 
Originally from Israel, Dekel completed a mandatory three-year service in the Israeli Defense Forces before going abroad to pursue his education, eventually acquiring a Masters in International Relations from the Central European University in Budapest. While still in school one of his papers was published in an academic journal. He graduated first in his class and his Master's thesis ‘Biopolitics and EU Governance: Foucault, Agamben and the Production of a  European People’ had won the department’s Best Thesis Award.

Moving forward, the following years of his work in writing, activism, and entrepreneurship took him all over the world, where he explored more than sixty countries. In 2016 he created Kindness-365.org, a year-long video-based “kindness challenge.” Currently, Dekel is developing a personal safety device which is part a physical product and part a mobile application, aimed at increasing the personal security of women in 3rd world countries. The product, called “Safe & Sound,” is in the last stages of development and will be released in 2020 as a non-profit effort, aiming to hand out free devices in developing countries against product sold in the West.

In recent years Dekel decided to combine his passion for writing, filmmaking, and activism and began making artistic films of high quality that bring to light real-world social and humanitarian issues from around the world. Dekel’s short film, ‘Ashmina,’ told the story of a 12-year-old girl who lives in the outskirts of Pokhara Nepal, and who is forced by her parents to work at the nearby paragliding landing field. ‘Ashmina’ premiered at the BFI London Film Festival, and more recently screened at the prestigious Aspen Shortfest.

Inspired by the experience in Nepal and building on the success of ‘Ashmina’ Dekel decided to expand the project into an omnibus feature made of five shorts from around the world, based on stories he had encountered during his travels. ’Anna’ was the 2nd of these stories. Following the Cannes selection of ‘Anna,’ Dekel and his producers decided to set aside the anthology project and instead turn it’s planned 3rd segment, ‘Adva,’ into a full-length feature. The film is already partly financed through BLC Financing, with a production date set for April 2020.

