After the previous CD, for which I recorded 24 preludes for piano, I have expanded the material in the present CD. The CD opens with the Adagio – the fourth movement of my First Symphony, performed by the Raanana Symphonette Orchestra in October 2014, under the direction of Maestro Michael Katz.

This is followed by three Fantasies for Solo Piano, whose lengths range from six to ten minutes.

The six preludes that follow have a more condensed and precise structure than the 24 preludes of the previous CD. They can be labeled preludes using the narrowest sense of the word. The third prelude is also titled “Hamavdil” [He who distinguishes] because its melody is based on the melody of a song by that name.
The following pieces are two intermezzos, which, in contrast to the preludes, have a freer structure with contrasting atmospheric and rhythmical themes.

The title “Waltz,” given to the next piece, which is contemplative and melancholy, is a bit ironic. However, the piece’s bass accompaniment dictates its three-quarter tempo at the beginning of each measure, and does indeed give the work a waltz rhythm.

Three lyrical moments follow – very short pieces, nearly each one is under two minutes, with a clear, emphatic lyrical melody. The first lyrical moment integrates the melodic line from the song “Oyfn Pripetshik” [On the cooking stove] by Mark Warshawsky.

The CD concludes with “Haleli Nafshi” [My soul praises] – a work for a vocal quartet (soprano, alto, tenor, bass), violin, and piano. The piece is performed by the singers Maya Bluestein (soprano), Yael Troderat (alto), Gil Saada (tenor), and Mayan James (bass). Daniel Zin plays the violin and I play the piano. The piece was composed in 2010 as part of a composition class with Ms. Irena Savatova. My grateful thanks are extended to her and to all the other participants.
I also extend thanks to Maestro Eli Yaffe, my composition and orchestration teacher.

To my friend and teacher, Shlomo Shanel, who inspired me to compose several pieces on the CD.

To Ms. Esther Narkis, my piano teacher, and to my grandmother, Hannah, who helped me in the performance of the pieces.

Most of this CD (the first 13 tracks) were recorded in 2007, and include works I composed from 2005 – 2007.

I am the pianist on the CD and Eviatar Hasanov is the violinist on the first two tracks.

Currently, I have begun studying composition with Ms. Irena Savatova, and some of the works were composed under her guidance.

As may be noted, I have been searching for my own style and sometimes my style varies from one piece to another. I often write music that is completely romantic, close to the styles of nineteenth century romantic composers. However, in the CD, I have tried to include my more mature music, which already contains a more unique and independent statement.
The third track on the CD was inspired by Samuel Barber’s Nocturne for Piano, and thus, has been titled at my father’s suggestion, “Barberiana.” This work was my signature piece in the years following its composition, and earned me several prizes and scholarships.

As mentioned, many pieces written in the early years were “completely romantic,” and their style was somewhat naïve.

A number of years ago, I began to select the best pieces from these works and to adapt some of them to a particularly gentler, more transparent and sentimental style. I shortened some of the pieces and in some instances, I took one of the themes and developed it separately.

Although the style of these selections does not really match the style of the rest of my compositions, and they are somewhat naïve as I’ve already mentioned, I very much like them. In the mood of these selections, I have composed several additional pieces for solo piano. I decided to call the group of pieces, “Nostalgic pieces.” I recorded 11 nostalgic pieces together with the recording of the CD in 2015, and have included them in this CD.
