
What goes through the minds of a parents trying to decide whether to sendwhen sending their child to school across a mined field? In Ukraine, the focus ofsetting for this book, decisions like this oneof this kind are part of the daily calculus of life. Understanding how ordinary people were are able to tolerate and function in the face of protracted conflict requires engaging the question of how politically- motivated violence reconfigures lived worlds. This book explores the impact of sustained encounters with conflictwar. The narratives of those affected went beyond hoping for an end to the conflict and engaged with questions of care and responsibility. In the chapters that follow, I use narratives about life in a country in the midst of a brutalembroiled in conflict as a way of understanding war itself. The scope of these narratives went far beyond expressions of hope for an end to the armed clashes. These stories also reflected active engagement with issues around care and responsibility for others who were impacted by the war.	Comment by Judith Robey: It’s better to reword rather than violate agreement rules.	Comment by Judith Robey: You didn’t frame it as a decision, so the next sentence didn’t quite make sense.	Comment by Judith Robey: I worked a little here on coherence of argumentation and presentation of the argument, trying to make the language more precise.	Comment by Judith Robey: It’s not fully clear how you mean this. Please explain, or change the wording to something like

…as a way of understanding war through the perspectives of the individuals caught up in it.	Comment by Judith Robey: Is this okay? You talked about questions but didn’t say what the questions were.	Comment by Judith Robey: You may want to word this differently, but you do need to be more specific about what you mean by care and responsibility.
Since 2014, the military conflict between the Russian Federation and Ukraine over the Ukrainian provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk, collectively known as Donbas, has caused the forcible displacement of some 1.6 million people within Ukraine (OHCHR 2017, 1),; in addition, and at least one million have fled to Russia (Mukomel 2017, 105). Although the conflict has never been officially declared a war, the hostilities have also killed at least 13,000 people, many of whom arethem civilians (OHCHR 2017). A great deal of the fighting has gone onoccurred in residential areas, in contravention of international humanitarian law. The scars of this conflict mark the earth itself: Ukrainian soil holds has one of the highest concentrations of landmines in the world (OCHA 2020).
This book engages with the lives of civilians affected by the war over Donbas. The chapters reveal Ukrainians’ efforts to rebuild a habitable and caring world, in spite of the military violence. The pages ahead explore how people even in the face of irrevocable changes to homes, friendships, and families, those impacted by the war have rebuilt a habitable world by maintaineding their dignity and careding for one another even as homes, friendships, and families were irrevocably changed by the conflict. The chapters identify a constellation of social practices that demonstrated the significance of mutual care and responsibility for the lives of those caught up in zones of conflictenduring value of care. Thus, each chapter considers a different site where peace can be either cultivated or destroyed at an interpersonal, “everyday” level, or, alternatively, destroyed. The principal aim is to reveal how significant the complex experiences of noncombatants are for our understanding of warthe complexities – and the significance - of how non-combatants experience war. On the whole this book advances the view As a result of reading this book, it should become clear that thinking aboutconsiderations of war and conflict must include thinking about families, friendships, and other interpersonal relationships.	Comment by Judith Robey: This language was too vague. What kind of care do you mean? You haven’t introduced this concept yet. Care of whom and by whom? Enduring value to whom? Why is it significant that it endures rather than just lasting for the time when it is most needed? 

I reworded here, but you may need to work on this some more if this isn’t what you meant to convey.	Comment by Judith Robey: Your wording didn’t fully make sense. Okay as edited?

