

A) ON HISTORY

1) History is a Philosophical Discipline
Muqaddima, Prologue

On the surface, the purpose of history is confined to battle stories and lives of dynasts and their predecessors of old, all embroidered with classic words and rhyming adages. It amazes assemblies and keeps spellbound audiences captivated (…)
Yet, in its essence, history is a matter of theory and evidence, of research into the causes of realities and their most tenuous origins. It is the science of the qualities of events and their causes, and that is why its roots, deep and vigorous, are well grounded in the soil of philosophy. It is one of philosophy's many branches, and rightly so.
Many books of history have been written. The events of the nations and dynasties that came about have been collected therein, and much ink has been spilled over them. But those who have reached the pinnacle of fame, of trustworthiness, those who can serve as an example and who have eclipsed the compilations of their predecessors, these are few, and one could even count them on the fingers of both hands.
Most of them chose the path of universal history due to the universal control over kingdoms and horizons exercised by the first two dynasties of Islam[footnoteRef:1]. They went to the furthest in their aims, to the fairest in their judgment to conserve and to forsake (information…) [1: ] 


