We are currently in the midst of a serious socio-ecological crisis, as evidenced by numerous factors such as recent reports on the loss of biodiversity (cf. NG, 2021a), the fact that the Gulf Stream is at its weakest in 1,000 years (Harvey, 2021) and growing social inequalities (Bucher, 2021). Action must be taken as a matter of urgency to refocus our economic systems and readjust our way of living (especially in the Global North) (cf. IPCC, 2019). Germany and much of the international community have committed to the goals of the 2015 Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which recognise the need for profound change across all areas of life (cf. Zwiers et al., 2020). 
As a normative vision of the future, sustainability encompasses "all areas of human life and economic activity" (BMU, 2021), including economic, environmental and social dimensions. It has long been recognised that a consistent commitment to social justice is an integral part of sustainable development. Back in 1987, the Brundtland Report[footnoteRef:1] stressed the importance of inter- and intragenerational justice. Although there have been positive developments in many areas, consistent efforts to address the social aspects of environmental and climate policy are still lacking.  [1:  The Brundtland Report defines sustainable development as development "that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs" (UN, 1987). This definition was expanded to include ethical, social and cultural issues at the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio and the follow-up conference in 2002. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in 2015 as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development further emphasise sustainability as a "regulative concept for the development of society as a whole." (Henkel et al., 2018, 9) ] 

A sustainable society must undergo a series of climate and environmental transformation processes encompassing many different areas, some of which are overlapping and interdependent. Transformation processes are guided by the principles of distributive, procedural and restorative justice, among others (McCauley and Heffron, 2018). There are no clear dividing lines between the different areas of transformation; they are all interdependent and mutually reinforcing, and therefore cannot be addressed in isolation. The German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU, 2011), for example, has identified three key themes that play a pivotal role in the transformation to sustainability: Energy systems, urbanisation and land use systems. The case studies in this report focus on these three themes and discuss specific problem-solving approaches.
This report aims to improve our understanding of the overarching challenges and opportunities associated with socially just climate and environmental transformation processes and to identify options for specific (government) action. To this end, we have analysed (often fragmented) research results from individual transformation areas and combined them into one overarching debate. 

