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Foreword
The stories about Samuel, Saul, Jonathan, David, Solomon, and others have attracted children, educated people, and scholars. No wonder that I was attracted to it in my earlier life as I studied it in elementary and high school. In my M.A. dissertation (submitted to Tel-Aviv University), I wrote about The Beginning of Solomon’s Reign (In the light of the events and developments of the end of David’s rule). Then I moved to other fields in my Ph.D. studies at Tel-Aviv University. When I started teaching at Bar-Ilan University, I returned to the earlier topic and wrote my first book: The Kingdom of David: Studies in History and Inquiries in Historiography. Then I moved again to other fields, only to return and write another book: The First Book of Samuel: A Literary Study of Comparative Structures, Analogies and Parallels. I was then sent by my Dean for post-doctoral studies in Archeology at Tel-Aviv University. But after a year, I was called back to Bar-Ilan University to serve as the Chairperson of the new Department of the Land of Israel and Archaeology. As a joint project with Tel-Aviv University, I have worked with my colleagues, the late Moshe Kochavi, and Israel Finkelstein, in the excavations of Izbet Zarta, which related to events recounted in the Book of Samuel. Archeology seemed to open new areas of research in the Book of Samuel.
   After many years of returning to serve as Chairperson of the Hebrew Bible Department, and later as the Dean of the Faculty, as well as interval sabbaticals serving as Visiting Professor in Chicago, Wisconsin and London, I returned to my beloved topic and wrote a four-volume course for the Open University of Israel: The Rise of the Monarchy in Israel: Studies in the Book of Samuel.
   About a decade has passed, and from time to time, I teach a seminar on Samuel still arguing that the Book of Samuel is an anti-monarchic and anti-dynastic composition. However, among my graduate students, there is almost always one or more of them who challenge me, how can it be so anti-monarchic and anti-dynastic, when Nathan the greatest prophet of David’s reign, promised David a dynasty forever (2 Sam 7)? I could no longer avoid this contradiction. In the last decade, I have developed the theory of the two scribes separated by about three decades who are accountable for most of the MT Book of Samuel and for the ambiguity about monarchy and dynasty. I then decided to present an interdisciplinary study of the book, based on this theory and on other studies that I have published or lectured on in seminars and conferences.
   I would like to thank Dr. David Moster, whom I met in my seminar for post-graduate students at Bar-Ilan three years ago. David read the draft of most of the chapters, and I found his observations and suggestions very effective and inspiring. 
   I would like to thank my wife, Dr. Bat-Sheva Garsiel (a lecturer of Quran and early Islam at Bar-Ilan University), who also read some of my drafts and contributed significantly to my writing. I owe her a lot more than that.

   Many thanks to the English editor of this book, Judy Copeland, and to Oren Mass, the manager of Rubin Mass Publishing House, Jerusalem, for their significant contribution to this book. I would like to thank Professor Yossi Garfinkel for sending me the slide of the aerial view of Khirbet Qeiayafa after the excavations. 
   The picture on the front cover (taken from Mount Azeka) shows the area of the battle between Saul and the Philistines and the combat between David and Goliath (1 Samuel Chapter 17).
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