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Grigorii Grigor’evich Romodanovskii (middle of the 1630s -1682)
Grigorii Grigor’evich Romodanovskii (approximately middle of the 1630s -1682) was a state and military leader of the 17th century Muscovite Russia, a boyar of noble origins (Soloviev 1961, 620). Prince of the Starodubskii-Romodanovskii descent, Romodanoskii was the eighth son of a diplomat and a military leader Grigorii Petrovich Romodanovskii (?-1628) (Kargalov 2002, 242; Surmina and Usova 2001, 215-217). Romodanovskii was married and had two sons Andrey (?-1682) and Mikhail (1653-1713) (Surmina and Usova 2001, Annex: Tables 31, 32). 
Romodanovskii’s career was shaped by the imperial aspirations of Muscovy to control the territory of Ukraine. His military achievements are associated with the two major conflicts led by the Muscovy since the signing of the famous 1654 Pereyaslav Treaty: the Thirteen Years War (1654-1667) between the Muscovy and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and the Russo-Turkish War (1672-1681) fought against Muscovy by the Ottoman Empire, supported by the Crimean Tatars and the Ukrainian forces opposing the Russian influence. The both conflicts were ignited by the terms of the Treaty which transferred loyalties of Ukraine from Cracow to Moscow causing the prolonged period of civil conflicts and foreign interventions over the control of the Ukrainian territory (divided in 1667 along the banks of Dnipro river between the Commonwealth and Muscovy). Romodanovskii remained in the midst of these conflicts as a commander and a military governor of the Belgorod District, the key southern defense point of Muscovy located on the borderline with Ukraine. His skillful military, diplomatic and administrative actions significantly contributed to the interests of Muscovy at that moment (Davies, 2002).
Somewhat symbolically Romodanovskii’s name first appears in historical records in relation with the singing the 1654 Pereyaslav Treaty. In 1653 as a stol’nik he served a Russian diplomatic delegation to Ukraine headed by boyar Vasilii Buturlin and participated in Pereyaslavska Rada, the Council where the Treaty was signed (Kargalov 2002, 242; Chancellery of the Emperor of Russia 1852, 375). With the commencement of the Thirteen Years War Romodanovskii headed a number of military operations first as a golova (head of a regiment), and later as a voevoda (military commander). He participated in the Smolensk’s campaign in the spring of 1654 where he headed a regiment of the Tsar, and in taking of Dubrovna in August of the same year (Chancellery of the Emperor of Russia 1852, 416, 439). In 1655 Romodanovskii partook in the failed besiege of Lviv, the campaign headed by the jointed Russian forces of Romodanovskii and Buturlin and Ukrainian Cossacks, led by the Hetman Bogdan Khmelnytskii. In September 1655 Romodanovskii allied with a Cossacks’ commander Grigorii Lesnitskii defeated the army of Polish Hetman Stanislav Pototsky at Slonigorodok’s battle, where he skillfully used flanking maneuver (Chancellery of the Emperor of Russia 1852, 461). The Tsar Aleksey Mikhailovich took a notice of the Romodanovskii service. He granted him a personal gift and appointing him a field commander of Belgorod. Since 1658 Romodanovskii also headed territorial military administration of the town (Chancellery of the Emperor of Russia 1854, 35-36; Davies, 2002). 
During the subsequent 1657-1659 years of the war Romodanovskii led a series of military operations in Ukraine in response to the increasing internal dissention brought by the attempts of a new Hetman Ivan Vigovskii (elected upon Khmelnytskii’s death 1657) to join the Commonwealth. In 1659 under internal pressure Vigovskii had to resign, and Khmelnytskii’s son Yurii was elected as Hetman. Romodanovskii participated in the 1659 Pereysaliv Council, and partook in constructing Pereyslvaskie stat’i (the Pereyslav articles) which specified the limitations of the hetman political and administrative powers (Babulin, 2009; Kargalov, 2002). The Tsar Aleksey Mikhailovich once again noted the service of Romodanovskii. In 1660 the Tsar met the voevoda and his troops as they entered Moscow, granted Romodnovskii a fair coat and a jewel goblet, and gave him a salary raise (Chancellery of the Emperor of Russia 1854, 211, 218). In February of 1660 Romodnovskii went back to Belgorod. 

In 1662 Romodanovskii returned to Ukraine in response to the next wave of military unrest caused by Y. Khmelnytskii surrender to the Poles. Romodanovskii allied with the forces of Yakim Somko, then acting Hetman of the pro-Russian (Left bank) Ukraine, and led military operations at Kaniv (1662) and Gluhiv (1664). During the siege of Gluhiv the successful actions of the both commanders forced the Poles, led by the King Jan II Casimir, to retreat suffering heavy losses. In recognition of Romodanovskii’s loyalty the Tsar Aleksey Mikhailovich elevated the voevoda into the status of boyar (Kargalov, 2002). After a three-year stay in Moscow Romodonavoskii returned to Belgorod in 1668. In the next years he successfully prevented the spread of the Stepan Razin rebellion (1670-1671) on the territory under control of his regiment. 
Romodanovskii achievements during the Russo-Turkish War (1672-1681) are associated with the four Chigirin campaigns, a set of military operations over control of Chigirin, a strong defense fort located in a strategically significant position and a capital of the Hetmanate. The first campaign began with the unsuccessful 1672 siege of Chigirin held by the forces of Petr Doroshenko (from 1674 - the Hetman of Right bank Ukraine) who allied with the Ottomans and the Tatars against the Russians. The joint forces of Romodanovskii and Ivan Samoilovich, the Hetman of Left bank Ukraine returned to Chigirin in 1676, took over the fort and captured Doroshenko, In response the Ottomans led two subsequent campaigns to regain the control of the fort. In 1677 the Ottomans, headed by Ibrahim Pasha, took a brief possession of Chigirin before retreating under the attack of Romodanovskii and Samoilovish (Kargalov, 2002). In the following 1678 campaign the Ottoman army, led by the Grand Vizir Kara-Mustafa, once again had a short-lived victory over the fort, and retreated with heavy losses after the set of heavy military battles with the Russian troops (Davies, 2002; Stevens, 2007). The defeat was significant to the decision of the Ottoman Empire to cease the attempts of conquering Ukraine by signing the peace treaty with Muscovy in 1681, the Treaty of Bakhchisarai. 
At the end of the Chigirin campaigns Romodanovskii was recalled to Moscow to the Court of the Tsar Feodor Alekseevich (I676-I682). In January 1682 he participated in the Court Council which abolished mestinishtvo and supported military reforms. A few months later Romodanovskii witnessed the death of Feodor 
Alekseevich, which sparkled Streletskii Bunt (the Strel’tsy Uprising) which in turn became the cause of Romodanovski death. He was killed on May 15 in Moscow as one of the boyars supporting the Narishkin family against the Miloslavski clan, the two rivalry contenders for the Russian throne (Medvedev, 1895; Chancellery of the Emperor of Russia 1852, 375).

Romodanovskii represented a new type of a military commander rare in Muscovy socio-political system that revolved around principles of mestnichestvo, a system where military and political recognition rested upon the criteria of nobility of origins. His career was built upon personal achievements of an experienced soldier, talented military commander and a successful diplomat (Davies, 2011).
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