[image: ]
Barbra A. Rodriguez
LinkedIn  |  (512) 589-8561 |  barbra@vitalwordplay.com

Editor and writer with decades of experience covering health, science, lifestyle, and environmental topics. Freelance communicator full-time since April 2016. 

Freelance Editing
-Texas Health and Human Services/Sherry Matthews Group (6+ physician education web modules at www.txhealthsteps.com)
-W.W. Norton and other publishers (copyediting and proofreading non-fiction about health topics, business innovation, etc.)
-Non-profits such as The Nature Conservancy and Intermountain West Joint Venture (editing annual reports, funding proposals, webpages, features)
-Deep Foundations, executive editor, engineering construction magazine (part-time), 2020-Feb. 2022
-Editing self-published authors of memoir, educational workbooks and more

Freelance Writing (three-time award winner)
-The Steve Fund and DiverseScholar (three conference reports about the mental health needs of students of color, and one on a research diversity conference)
-University magazine features, in University of California, Santa Cruz science magazine, Southwestern University’s alumni publication, and other publications
 Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Ecosystem Sciences Division (press releases, web features, and journal article editing)
-Previous health care writings in Diabetes Self-Management magazine, Focal Spot (a radiology department magazine) Cancer Matters from Washington Univ. School of Medicine, and a Sunday newspaper supplement and AARP’s former Latino magazine 


Public Relations Writing, Editing

· The University of Texas at Austin

Feb. 2008-March 2016 Public Relations Manager, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
Wrote press releases, web, e-newsletter and magazine content about environmental research, a national sustainability initiative (SITES) and other topics; provided social media content; managed, edited or proofread Wildflower magazine as needed. Interim communications manager for 5 months (Fall 2013, Spring 2014), overseeing a marketing and identity campaign, redesign of brochures and maps, and more. 
			
Jan. 2005-Jan. 2008	Media Relations Representative, Cockrell School of Engineering 
Wrote press releases about nanoscience and other research in biomedical, chemical, mechanical and other engineering departments, developed school’s fact sheet, e-mail newsletters and Web articles; edited staff-produced releases and oversaw article image choices.

Sept. 2002-2004	Publications & Media Relations Director, College of Natural 
	Sciences
Wrote and managed annual report and biannual research magazine about advances in biology, chemistry, physics and other fields; hired and edited freelancers’ stories; wrote press releases; oversaw article image choices; ghost-wrote columns for dean.


· Washington University Medical Center, St. Louis

July 2000-June 2002	Senior Coordinator, Communications, Alvin J. Siteman Cancer
	Center, (20 hours per week; freelancing part time)
Wrote articles about clinical research for patient newsletter and hospital magazine, edited staff newsletter; ghost-wrote op-eds and columns for Center director, physicians.

July 1997-July 2000	Medical science writer, Medical Public Affairs, Washington 
	University School of Medicine in St. Louis
Wrote press releases about research in 30 departments, feature stories, university newspaper articles; pitched story ideas to media.

Journalism Positions
Nov. 1996-May 1997	Education, general assignment intern, The Kansas City Star
Sept.-Oct. 1996	Freelance science writer, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
June-Aug. 1996	Urban Health Reporting intern, The Dallas Morning News

Education
2019	University of California, San Diego, certificate degree, Copyediting, UCSD Extension Program (all A’s; 100-plus hours of training)
1996	University of California, Santa Cruz, certificate degree, The
	Science Communication Program
1994	Washington University in St. Louis, master’s degree, molecular	
	cell biology and biomedical sciences 
1987 University of Missouri-Columbia, bachelor’s degree, biology; 
bachelor’s degree, secondary education 

Honors/Activities
2018-2022	Attendee, Writers League of Texas Agents & Editors Conference
Oct. 2017 	Travel Fellowship, World Conference of Science Journalists
Aug. 2017	Journalist Travel Grant, Ecological Soc. of America Conference
2016	Science in Society awards book judge, National Association of Science Writers 
2014, 2015	Writers League of Texas book competition judge, non-fiction 
2010	Best of Texas Feature Writing Merit Award, Texas Public Relations Association, conservation feature 
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