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Section 1: The Secret of the Garden of Eden!

Vatican, Ms. ebr. 441, 1107

1 The secret of the Garden and Eden

2 The secret of the Garden and Eden in the spiritual world, that is to say, in the
world of the sefiror
3 And the secret of the Garden and Eden in the intermediate world, in Aravor

4 And the Garden of Eden in the [realm of] sense perception

5 And [the realm of] secret in the lower world as well

! Omitted in MS 50. It seems likely that this article existed independently and was inserted into
our collection. The sketch appears in the Yeriah ha-gedola as well, while the text that follows was
abbreviated.
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And you can see how Etz ha-hayyim (Tree of Life) <X215 0 > and Etz ha-da'at
(Tree of Knowledge), which symbolize (remuzim le-) Tiferet (Beauty) and Ateret (Crown),
are in complete unification. This resembles, for example, the matter of the heart of the soul
inside the Garden, i.e. in the middle of the sefirot that are called “Garden.” And understand
that this spiritual Garden that was mentioned, which is the sefiror, were in Eden, in the
east, (Eden mi-kedem), that is to say, in Hokhma (Wisdom) called Eden, and in the Keter
Elyon (Supernal Crown) called kedem, because they receive from there. And you know that
Tiferet is the river called Hidekel, from the word dekel (palm tree), which includes the male
and female;* indeed, it was created four times. But it afterwards the ‘Azarah was given to
the head cornerstone (rosh pinah), to rule over the lower [realms]. And for that reason the
Tree Garden (gan ilano?) is referred to in many places as the Science of the Godhead,
orchard (pardes), as they said, “The four who entered the orchard,” as it operates on the
level of the form (tzurah) and of the telos (takhlit) of the other sciences. And one must pass

the other limits of apprehension before coming to the Holy of Holies.

* The word “Hidekel” appears in the Perush ha-sefirot (Commentary on the sefirot) (§2-3), within
the explanation of the sefirah of Tiferet. It scems that the original is from the beginning of the
commentary on the sefirot entitled “One General Principle Pertaining to the Kabbalah.” See
Daniel Abrams, “A Commentary to the Ten Sefirot From Early Thirteenth-Century Catalonia:
Synoptic Edition, Translation and Detailed Commentary.” Kabbalah: Journal for the Study of
Jewish Mystical Texts 30 (2013): 7-63; Gershom Scholem, “An Index to the Commentaries on
the Ten Sefirot.” (Hebrew) Kirjath Sefer 10 (1933): 498-515, §2. On the androgynous
perception of the palm tree that reflects a kabbalistic view of the equality of the feminine, see
Tzahi Weiss, Cutting the Shoots: The Worship of the Shekhinah in the World of Early Kabbalistic
Literature. Jerusalem: The Hebrew University Magnes Press, 2015, 35; Wolfson, Elliot R.
Language, Eros, Being: Kabbalistic Hermeneutics and Poetic Imagination. New York: Fordham
University Press, 2005, 151. The text to which their discussions refer may be found in Daniel
Abrams (ed.), Sefer Ha-Bahir, Cherub Press, Los Angeles 1994, (§139).

Y N"N% TN YT Py <R215 0> 0N Py TR AR M

MTBoR YR 57 131 702 waia 2% iy Ynam TIa omaw PR
579 0™pn 177V PR MTEoN KW 13 19amn 1AT 00 pam 3 pan
D Ny ANRY .onap awn *3 07Tp pan Myrbyn Ano2 17Ty ‘pan maona
DBy "7 XIT 19 72pn 157 5P100 SpT Pwbn Bpan XApa AT X1 AN
oyum PINNNT NATITY 73D WRAD 70y TN O"IR Brea-bar 12,8021
TR 13 OTID MMPRIT 1NN NXIPI 47377 0ipn MIvR 13w 5"
AXW DR 090N AMRT 18Na7T2 noDIT Row Can 1507195 10101 Y2

0PwTp wIp 185K R2 00 MAwT 09123 R 175K My %1 nmoni

Joommn e 7

JIPITY RATTY i AT o0 8
Jwan 25 Py’ i ?

Jooamnn’ o 10

by 11

NP 77720 MPRIIT PN LUBTT D RN PRIXTR 17T 0 0 12
73521 7 2003 . 18
JA297 nuPR opn A o 14
2"y T awan op2a Tmbn 15
/naTTny’ :n 16

S5 bag m 17

wIpn 0 18



The secret of the Garden of Eden also is in Aravot. And it is referred to by the sages
as “orchard” (pardes). And the word Aravot refers to Aravot, which is the Garden of Eden,
which is the delight of souls that have seen their [heavenly] world in their lifetimes. Its base
is made of lights—how great is its goodness—and it is the lamp of the heavens,
illuminating their hosts. And remember—do not forget—that the word Aravor is equivocal
to all that is above the surrounding orb (galgal hamekifj that is called Aravoz, which includes
galgal ha-sekhel (the sphere of Intellect) < 2110 :v>, which is the superior orb and is not
corporeal. It does not move and it is unmoving, standing erect eternally in its holiness. And
from this radiance the orb radiates the souls and the holy angels and includes all up to the
Throne of Glory, that is to say, the image of the Throne; understand this well. And on this
basis I say that the secret of the Garden of Eden is in Aravot, which transcends time, and
is eternity (natzhut). There is nothing that transcends eternity except that which is above

eternity, which is the Blessed One.
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