Spinning Trump’s Withdrawal From The Iran Nuclear Deal
By Wojciech Jakubik
Trump’s decision to abandon the Iran nuclear agreement (JCPOA) stood out as one of the main topics of pro-Russian and nationalist news in Poland during the past week. The media used this issue to deepen anti-Americanism in the West.	Comment by rossmiller: Wojciech, I suggest changing this from “USA” to “Trump” because this was truly the decision of one and only one person, not the American foreign policy community. Although I think attributing the decision to Trump is more precise, feel free to change it back to “USA” if you prefer. 	Comment by rossmiller: I suggest adding a time frame – during the past week/month/etc. What do you think?
United States President Donald Trump decided to withdraw the United States from the Iran nuclear agreement (JCPOA) which stipulated Iran would abandon its nuclear program in exchange for the West lifting its sanctions on Iran’s oil exports. Iran was close to creating nuclear weapons according to Trump, who recieved evidence from Israel. 
The Polish-language version of the Russia media outlet Sputnik cited western media observing that Trump’s unilateral decision, which was criticized by the European Union, would deepen divisions in the West. For example, it cited French Minister of the Economy Bruno Le Maire’s support for the “defense of European economic sovereignty.” It further noted that the French oil and gas company Total was to invest millions of dollars in the Iranian oil sector, and the reactivation of sanctions by the United States could end this cooperation. Sputnik also cited French President Emanuel Macron’s Twitter stating that France, Germany, and Great Britain “regret” Trump’s decision as well as High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Federica Mogherini’s disapproval. This serves to emphasize that the U.S. President is creating divisions in the West.	Comment by rossmiller: Please check my translation of “miał zainwestować.”	Comment by Wojciech Jakóbik: It is – was to invest
Similar material can be found in Polish media influenced by Russian propaganda. The pro-Russian media outlet Kresy.pl wrote prolifically on the US withdrawal. It referred to a letter that the President of the far-right ONR, Robert Winnicki, sent to Poland’s Prime Minister, Mateusz Morawiecki, demanding that he distance himself from US and Israeli policy, thus forcing Poland to choose between the European Union and the USA. Winnicki warned Poles  that Washington is ruled by an Israeli lobby.	Comment by rossmiller: Ruch Narodowy needs some kind of introduction since most Americans have never heard of it. Far-right? Nationalist? Fascist? Do you think it’s better to translate the title as National Movement or ONR? Which is more common?	Comment by rossmiller: Who? Robert Winnicki? Prime Minister Morawiecki? Someone else? In fact, the entire sentence is a bit unclear . . . . What exactly happened?	Comment by Wojciech Jakóbik: According to Winnicki an Israel lobby is ruling Washington
The Russian-influenced Catholic media outlet Polonia Christiana struck a similar tone by suggesting the USA and Israel were motivated by a desire to increase their own exports by blocking Iran’s exports, a popular theme in Russian media. Americans export hydrocarbon now more than ever since the shale revolution, and Israel discovered considerable reservoirs in the Mediterranean Sea. Polonia Christiana’s Agnieszka Stelmach suggested that Trump’s about-face on the Iran deal is part of an energy policy designed to promote American and Israeli gas and oil.	Comment by rossmiller: I edited for brevity – I hope it is OK?
In summary, Russian propaganda on the US withdrawal from the Iran deal attempts to give the impression that the Americans are pursuing a policy that is not in the economic interests of the European Union and, moreover, underpins a cynical energy policy shared by the US and Israel. Although it does, in fact, go against the energy interests of some European companies, it might be warranted, and Trump promised he had evidence. This type of propaganda could make Europeans – in this case, Poles – feel that transatlantic relations are unfair and unbalanced. This could lead to an increase in anti-Americanism for economic reasons. The Israeli motif could be exploited to incite anti-Semitism.	Comment by rossmiller: I edited this for brevity – is it OK?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Western leaders can best respond by establishing the facts about Iran’s potential for nuclear weapons, ending internal debates, and justifying their foreign policy toward Iran. The United States President promised he had evidence to show that the Iranians were close to obtaining nuclear weapons. The world should see it as soon as possible. 
