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The adherence of the deposit is so strong that in case of a non-metallic surface, 
the base must be destroyed to remove the deposited metal.  
 

• Sheet (leaf) metallization- This method consists of sticking a very fine 
metal sheet (leaf) on top of an appropriately prepared surface. This 
technique is commonly associated with the term “gilding” because it is 
most often used for gold; but can also be used for applying sheets of other 
metals.  

 

• Dust metallization- This is executed in a manner similar to the above 
procedure, but metal powder is used in place of a leaf.  

 

• The art of gilding which we will discuss uses only the last two systems.  
 

 
The laboratory 

 

• The laboratory of the gilder must be large, dry, well ventilated and well 
lit. It should be divided into two parts: one should be reserved for 
preparation and the other should be used for the actual act of gilding. 
This division is necessary to block the flow of air which would otherwise 
disturb the gilding process and brings in dust. The laboratory must be 
scrupulously clean in order to avoid any dust particles which would 
otherwise be very harmful. Elevated stands should be placed along the 
walls in order to help the pieces to dry. It is also recommended to have 
some sort of heating system installed especially for winter months, to 
ensure all equipment, water-based mordants, tools and stuccos are kept 
warm.  

• To avoid the floors collecting dust, it is recommended to keep the floors 
waxed with mineral oil. A good floor cleaning each week is 
recommended, where the trash should be taken out, and all unwanted 
residue is thoroughly cleaned and can be reused as combustible material.  
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