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Professional Profile

I am an anthropologist, editor, and researcher with a passion for community building. My anthropology expertise includes the human skeleton, aging, and the impact of being part of a marginalized group of people on access to services, socio-economic status, health, and the interrelationship of these. I have co-developed and managed community programs and a professional development program and am experienced in data analysis, giving presentations to and writing for various audiences.

Experience

Editor│Local-news.ca
August 2020 – present
Editor for an independent digital news outlet for Burlington, Ont. 
· Edit and proofread all incoming articles, ensure they fit editorial criteria
· Upload website content (articles, photos, podcasts onto WordPress-based website)
· Recruit new writers
· Developed style guide, writer guidelines, editorial standards
· Write occasional articles
· Identify story ideas for writers

ACE Program Manager│Prime Earth
January 2020 – present
Manage ACE, a professional development program for biological anthropologists looking to move into work outside of academia.
· Co-developed needs assessment survey for graduate students and early career biological anthropologists 
· Co-developed ACE program format: e-book with Action, Communication, Emotional Strength sections, associated activities to apply learning, and virtual office hours with non-academic anthropologist mentors
· Wrote the Action section of the ACE e-book
· Co-hosted 7 ACE virtual office hour sessions; participant feedback consistently very high
· Recruited non-academic anthropologist mentors (ongoing)

Community Health Coordinator│Carpenter Hospice
May 2017 – September 2017			
Project lead, project management for Compassionate City Burlington, building community capacity around end-of life care, aiming to normalize discussions of and educate on death, dying, and aging.
· Developed and maintained relationships with community partners
· Planned, managed and promoted a new activity program as part of the larger project
· Delivered presentations for diverse audiences (e.g. for the public, at conferences)
· Organized educational presentations for local businesses and community events, within budget
· Wrote project promotional materials, annual update, conference poster and presentations
· Created and maintained records of partner, contact, and event data

Freelance Proofreading and Copyediting
1998 – present
Developmental editing, copyediting, proofreading (using Microsoft suite: Word, Excel, PowerPoint) of articles for professional journals (topics include anthropology, archaeology, cost management); academic writing (book, dissertations); material for the private sector (manuals, psychometric tests, presentations, websites); non-fiction books.
· Build and manage relationships with authors
· Provide tactful feedback and critique
· Ensure material is accurate and appropriate if dealing with sensitive subjects

Policy and Research Officer│Wear Valley District Council
May 2008 – March 2009
Researched and wrote policies on various current issues for local government in the U.K.
· Wrote policy briefings for management and councillors
· Developed a new customer service framework
· Co-developed and implemented a staff suggestion scheme
· Researched current and future issues for the district, including initiating and completing a report on the aging population 
· Analyzed regional deprivation statistics 
· Designed and produced surveys for public using Snap Survey software
· Presentation of data suitable for public and councillors using Instant Atlas software

Teacher/Teaching Assistant│Durham University, Western University
October 2010 – April 2012; September 2005 – May 2007
Taught in labs for M.Sc. in Palaeopathology and undergraduate tutorials, teaching assistant for anthropology courses (paleoanthropology, forensic anthropology, biological anthropology).

· Taught students how to use appropriate, accurate sources in research
· Labs involved teaching students to work ethically with human skeletal remains
· Advised students on research issues (appropriate use of sources, research design, etc.)
· Prepared and presented occasional lectures


Education

Ph.D. (Archaeology, with specialization in Bioarchaeology)
Durham University
October 2008 – January 2014
Dissertation: Age, sex and the life course: population variability in human aging and implications for bioarchaeology

M.A. (Anthropology, with specialization in Bioarchaeology)
The University of Western Ontario
September 2005 – August 2007

Hon. B.Sc. with Distinction (Biological Anthropology and Archaeological Science)
University of Toronto 
September 1999 – April 2003
Public Talks

Mobilizing Your Compassionate Community: Take 2, panelist. Wednesday, September 20, 2017. Ottawa Conference and Event Centre, organized by Pallium Canada.

Compassionate Communities Public Forum, panelist. Monday, September 18, 2017. Ottawa Conference and Event Centre, organized by Compassionate Ottawa.

Curtain: Demystifying Death Through Art Workshop, panelist. Sunday, December 4, 2016, Grimsby Public Art Gallery, with McNally House Hospice. Co-panelists: Jeff Bierk, Maureen O’Connor; moderator: Matthew Ryan Smith.

Seniors’ Housing Options: Taking Control of Your Future. November 26, 2015. Kerr Street Senior Citizens’ Centre, Oakville. Co-speakers: U. Tamberg, P. Keay, G. Brown.

The Anthropology of Aging: A Bioarchaeological Case Study. May 14, 2015. Sheridan Centre for Elder Research.


Selected Conference Presentations, Posters and Publications

Mendez, J., Myers, R., Sharman, J. 2019, Sept. 18. The Program for All Inclusive Care for the Elderly – Model of Care in Michigan and Ontario. Oral Session 5 – Models of Care and Programs for Vulnerable Populations (podium presentation). This is Long-Term Care 2019, Biennial Global Ageing Conference, Toronto, Ontario.

Sharman, J. 2018, Nov. 2. Anthropological Theory in Action: Liminality in Older Adults and Individuals with Chronic, Serious or Terminal Disease and the Role of Community Programs in Their Re-Assimilation. 46th annual Canadian Association for Physical Anthropology meeting, London, Ontario.

Sharman, J, Albanese, J. 2018. Bioarchaeology and Identified Skeletal Collections: Problems and Potential Solutions. In Identified Skeletal Collections: The Testing Ground of Anthropology? Henderson, C, Cardoso, FA (eds.). Proceedings from the 17th World Congress of the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnographical Sciences, Manchester, UK, August 2013. Archaeopress: Oxford.

Blackwood, P., Sharman, J., Tompkins, B. (presenters), and Candy, K. 2017, Sept. 22. Building Compassionate Communities: Rural and Urban(ish). 2017 Canadian Hospice and Palliative Care conference, Ottawa, Ontario.

Sharman, J. 2013, October 19. 'Age, Sex and the Life Course: Population Variability in Human Aging and Implications for Bioarchaeology' (podium presentation). 41st annual Canadian Association for Physical Anthropology meeting, Scarborough, Ontario.

Sharman, J. 2009. Infant Feeding and Weaning Practices as Data for Fertility Estimates of a Roman Period Population Sample from Kellis 2, Dakhleh Oasis, Egypt. In Food and Drink in Archaeology 2, Baker, S, Grey, A, Lakin, K, Poole, K, Sandias, M (eds.). Proceedings from the 2008 Food and Drink in Archaeology Conference, University of Nottingham, April 2008.  Prospect Books: Totnes, p 81-89.
