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Summary

I have worked in academic publishing for over 20 years, most recently as a successful freelance copy-editor (since July 2017). Prior to this, I worked at Emerald Group Publishing, primarily managing the team that runs the extremely successful Literati Awards programme (a programme defining what makes an outstanding academic paper, and rewarding the best papers in management, marketing, and the social sciences), although I have fulfilled several other roles too. I have worked at Emerald and H. Charlesworth & Co. as a typesetter, proofreader, and copy-editor (hard-copy and on-screen) where I have copy-edited thousands of papers for publishers such as Elsevier, Wiley-Blackwell, Taylor & Francis, and Emerald, among many others. I have also managed a team of up to 20 on-screen copy-editors, providing copy-editing guidelines and checking their work for accuracy.

Although publishing academic papers is by no means my main focus, I am also a published academic author myself (DOI: 10.1629/20027).

Skills

· Over 20 years of experience in copy-editing (primarily in management, marketing, and the social sciences but have also copy-edited for several STM journals, including those where a rapid turnaround is a necessity, such as Gene).

· Excellent English, especially in an academic-publishing context.

· Meticulous and thorough.

· Able to work to tight deadlines.

· Excellent communication skills (verbal, written, and online) allowing me to communicate successfully with authors, especially from overseas (I speak Russian, French, and Spanish, all of which have occasionally proved useful).

· Able to translate from French to English for management, marketing, and the social sciences.

· Excellent planner and coordinator (I do not miss deadlines and do not take on work I cannot complete in time).

· Excellent team player.

· Highly developed IT skills (advanced MS Office, SGML, XML, HTML, various CRM tools and databases, and several on-screen copy-editing packages).

· Copy writing (esp. online and e-marketing).

· Web page design and creation.

· Script writing for system testing (web platform, internal databases, etc.).

· Maintaining databases and data integrity to Data Protection standards.

· Thorough understanding of academic publishing (from point of view of publishers, academics, universities, funding bodies, accreditation organizations, etc.).

· Sound technical understanding of academic publishing processes and standards.

Work History

Freelance copy editor, 07/17 to present

https://peerwith.expert/jimbowden
I have edited hundreds of papers, theses, chapters, and books in this time, both through my own contacts and thorough editing-service companies/platforms, including Peerwith and Stickler (https://www.sticklerproofreading.com/). My current author rating for my work is 4.97 out of 5 on Peerwith (the peer-to-peer platform through which I do most of my work); see https://peerwith.expert/jimbowden
Academic Relations Manager, 11/99 to 07/17

Emerald Group Publishing – Bingley
I primarily managed the team that runs the extremely successful Literati Awards programme, although I have fulfilled several other roles too. My duties included:

· Typesetting, copy-editing, and proofreading papers in  management, marketing, and the social sciences for hundreds of journals, including European Journal of Marketing, Management Decision, Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, and many others.

· Running the extremely successful Literati Awards programme, including the Literati Awards, Citations of Excellence and various internationally sponsored awards. This involved developing the criteria on which academic papers were judged, as well as being part of the judging panel.

· Presenting to academics at various international conferences and universities on 'How to get published'.

· Writing test scripts for our on-screen editing software and CRM tools.

· Running various training programmes, and creating documentation, for various systems.

· Running customer satisfaction surveys.


In addition to the above I also actively sought to further my knowledge, obtaining accreditation in several areas, including:

· Copywriting (marketability)

· JIRA Tester Training (Emerald)

· Successful Conferences (Emerald)

· Introduction to XML Development (gbdirect)

· Action Learning (Emerald)

Copy Editor and Copy Editing Outsource Manager, 04/96 to 11/99

H. Charlesworth & Co Limited, 250 Deighton Rd, Huddersfield HD2 1JJ
I began my publishing career here, learning, among other things, copy-editing, proofreading, typesetting, SGML, HTML, and various on-screen copy-editing systems. I copy-edited (hard copy and on-screen) thousands of papers to a professional standard for many international publishers (e.g. Elsevier, Wiley-Blackwell, Taylor & Francis, etc.). Before leaving for Emerald, I was managing a team of over 20 external on-screen copy-editors working on journals, providing
copy-editing guidelines, and checking their work for accuracy.

Education

Bachelor of Arts: Modern Languages (French and Russian)

University of Bradford, UK

A-levels: English Literature, French, Russian

GCSEs / O-levels: English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, Physics, Geography, History, French, Latin, Spanish, Russian

Published papers

Briggs, A., Williams, V., Bowden, J., & Coyne, P. (2007). Exploring e-learning: A publisher perspective. Serials: The Journal for the Serials Community, 20(1), 27–31. doi:10.1629/20027
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