John Philips - The fall of Jerusalem, 1948
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1 I was standing opposite a huge, imposing synagogue, impressive due both to
its size and the amount of damage it had sustained. . . .
. . once again the Hurva (ruin) synagogue was in ruins”

John Philips
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2 “The Porath Yoseph synagogue and house of study collapsed in billows of
smoke, the huge, thick walls disintegrating in a whirlwind of dust, swiftly turning
into islands of stone.”

John Philips
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3 “On May 19", I observed legionnaires in battle-dress thronging into the old city.
These were well trained and well equipped soldiers, and I realized the Israelis had
a tough battle in store.”

John Philips
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4 “A young man with a head wound lay unconscious. He had a strong, handsome
face and was holding the hand of a nurse, whose face was covered in pain.”

John Philips
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5 “The shelling stopped on the morning of the May 28".

“The Jews want to surrender”, said the commander of the Legion “They have sent
two rabbis”.

I found the two rabbis sitting on a bench next to a military policeman. Rabbi
Mintzberg was immersed in prayer, Rabbi Hazan looked authoritatively at Major
Tal.

“T will negotiate only with a representative of the army” Tal told the two rabbis.”

John Philips
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6 “Here|comes MUK a legionnaire exclaimed . . . A group of six
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John Philips
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7 “A group of irregulars brought an Israeli prisoner in the afternoon. It turned out
he was the army representative sent to negotiate the terms of surrender”

John Philips
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8 The document of surrender was signed at 4:36 p.m.

"While the young Jewish officer gravely signed the document, Mussa El-Husseini,
nephew of the Muphti and his representative in the old city, looked on
arrogantly.”



John Philips
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9 “In the afternoon, an order was given to assemble in the Batei Mahse
courtyard. The Jordanian commander called on the soldiers to step forward. To
the astonishment of all present, 78 year old Rabbi Itzhak Moshe, leaning heavily
on his cane, stepped forward first . . . after him all the others stepped forward,
almost 35 of them.

Aharon Liron
A soldier in the Jewish Quarter.

10

Y2177 22N INS YYD DY Py
DYPNNN NN NOYY NUNI OYD
71959 5y NVYNNN NN NN MINIY

099 Y1)

10 “Between surrender and deportation, the residents leave their shelters in the
Quarter on the first day without shellfire, awaiting news of their fate.”

John Philips
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11 “Are these all the soldiers? 35 defenders killed so many of our soldiers? If I
had known, I would have sent in troops with clubs.”

Abdullah El-Tal,
Legion commander, Jerusalem
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12 “The Jews of the Quarter had one hour to pack their belongings and assemble
in the Beit Mahse courtyard. From there, they would be evacuated via Zion Gate

to Jerusalem.”

John Philips
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13

13 “The shocked residents gathered their belongings and made their way to Beit
Mahse. . .They had only one hour to pack possessions that had taken a lifetime to

accumulate.”

John Philips




MYYY 13T N KD DOVIYY 7
,TOVOVIY P22 PINK VAN
NP D91 NN IRINDN
YOIN ... DY )IRD TN OONIN
OV 72T YN MYNT, NOAND
MNIQ PN ND WINDY, MINN
702 9PNNY

099 Y1)

14

14 “The refugees barely had time to take a final glance at Rothschild House that
adorns the square with its magnificent curves and handsome stone fagade . . . no
one cried, tears were a luxury, and none of the residents had the time to

immerse themselves.”

John Philips
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15

15 “The old couple slowly made their way up the hill to the Beit Mahse courtyard.
She had a paper bag with some matzot (unleavened bread), he carried a bundle
of cloth. They had just left their home of 50 years.”

John Philips
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16 “The old man sat cross-legged on the ground, completely disassociated with
the goings-on around him. All he had bothered to save was a folded talith (prayer
shawl) and a bible, tattered from long use.”

John Philips
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17 *... I almost missed the young girl, running in terror down the street.”

John Philips

"I was seven and a half at the time. I was alone at home. I took a few matzot
from the table and went outside, the street was filled with Arab soldiers and the
Quarter was on fire.”

Rahel Maatok Levi
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18 “The wave of refugees arrived at Zion Gate, the border point between Old and
new Jerusalem. Few of them looked back, one boy did, looking back with longing.



A young girl let out a scream of grief.”

John Philips
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19 “The prisoners of war were marched from Shaar Shamaim Street to Beth El
Street and then to the Street of the Jews.”

John Philips
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20 “I returned to the Street of the Jews. Arab citizens pored in from all directions,
leaping over the rooftops like a horde of locusts. The rampant looters set the

Quarter on fire, black smoke billowed from the windows and the flames consumed
the wooden baconies. ”

John Philips
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21 “A Muslim man marched down Beth El street, followed by his wife who carried
three wooden cylinders from the nearby Sephardi synagogue, and his daughter
balancing a packet of matzot on her head.”

John Philips



