


Virginia
It was lovely to see you again in San Benedetto. 
Thank you so much for your warm hospitality. Adriatic fish prepared by your delicate hand is a gastronomical experience one never forgets! 
It is such a shame that you and I are unable to converse directly as a result of my failure to acquire conversational Italian. This will be addressed!  In the meantime, I hope this translated note will suffice in getting across something I wanted to share with you.
Elena is such an exceptional person in so many ways. It has always been an interest of mine to understand the influences that led to the formation of her character. 
Antoinetta and Anthony, god rest his soul, were, by any standard, incredible parents.  They raised four children in difficult circumstances, mostly in a new country where they had very little support. Manuella, Elena, Alexandra and Enrico are all university graduates and all are gainfully employed. All four have become well-adjusted adults with open minds and kind hearts. Very few parents I know are able to make such a claim about all of their children. 
The early life experience for Manuella and Elena was different than Enrico and Sandra.  Manuella and Elena spent more time in their formative years in SBT, surrounded by their aunts and uncles and the extended family. Of the two, Elena spent even more time there and, it would seem, the impact on her was more pronounced. 
Seeing you and Elena together again was a vivid reminder for me.  A reminder of how you in particular, Virginia, had where such a big influence on Elena. Perhaps it was because Elena spent so much time with you at an impressionable age as the only aunt on the Fala side.  Maybe you became a role model of the type of women Elena aspired to be.  Either way, Elena became such a women; strong, worldly, educated, compassionate, independent and grounded.
So many of Elena’s redeeming qualities seem to bear your imprint; her inquisitive and open mind, her interest and appreciation for different cultures, her insistence on maintaining high standards in everything she does, her sensitivity to the feelings and circumstances of others, and her compassion for those less fortunate.
I am sure that from time to time you reflect back on your life. It is only natural to ask one’s self what difference one’s life has made in the grand scheme of things. And perhaps, that question is made even more searching when one has not been blessed with children.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My simple purpose here is let you now that part of our life’s work lives on in Elena. Just as you influenced her, one can now see the positive influence Elena is having on children and young adults. She takes a genuine interest in them. She leads by example and helps them aspire to become their better selves. 
Virginia, you have accomplished many incredible things in your life. I am guessing, however, that very few of these achievements will nourish the soul like knowing you shared so much of your good nature with a loved one to such a good effect.  You helped Elena become a more complete and exceptional person. And now, Elena is doing the same for others.  
A million thanks. 
Hope to see you again soon.
Warmest regards,
Giovanni. 




