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2021 was a year of challenge and
achievement. Humanitarian needs
have continued to grow, driven by
conflict, the climate crisis, and
disease. Children, especially girls, are
missing out on their education.
Women'’s rights are threatened.
Multiple famines loom.

Individual lives and livelihoods, national and
regional stability, and decades of development
are at risk. The cost of inaction in the face of
these challenges is high. But this has also been
the year that the humanitarian system rose to
the challenge, overcoming seemingly
insurmountable obstacles and showing what can
be done when the international community
comes together.

Thanks to generous donors, the humanitarian
system delivered food, medicines, health care
and other essential assistance to 107 million
people this year. In South Sudan, over half a
million people have been brought back from the
brink of famine. In Yemen, more than 10 million
outpatient medical consultations were carried
out. The humanitarian system got hundreds of
millions of dollars in cash assistance into the
hands of people struggling to survive.

The results achieved by humanitarian workers
are a credit to the determination and capability
of the humanitarian system and to the donors
who support it. They deserve our gratitude. What
they really need is our support.

The humanitarian system is strong, but the
challenges are increasing. New crises continue to
emerge. In northern Ethiopia, millions now need
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aid to survive as a result of a devastating conflict.
| met women who had survived horrific sexual
violence and whose horizons were limited to
daily survival. Elsewhere in the country, drought,
locusts, and conflict are pushing more people
closer to the brink. In Afghanistan, needs are
skyrocketing. There | saw systems on the brink of
complete collapse and the rights of women and
girls under threat. In Myanmar, the humanitarian
situation is fast deteriorating because of growing
conflict and insecurity.

And protracted, grinding conflict remains a tragic
feature of life for too many people in parts of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Central
African Republic, Syria, Yemen, and elsewhere.

Meanwhile, the climate crisis presents an
immediate existential threat to the lives and
livelihoods of many. In 2020, extreme climatic
and weather events drove almost 16 million
people into food crises in 15 countries. And food
crises in turn fuel further violence and
exploitation of women and children. Among the
top 15 countries classified as most vulnerable
and least ready to adapt to climate change,1 12
had a Humanitarian Response Plan in 2020. In
2021, climate change joined conflict as a root
cause of famine, as evidenced in drought-
affected Madagascar, where climate is driving
famine-like conditions.
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