Pravda, 19 April 1927
Journey via Germany
All comrades departing from Switzerland were summoned to Bern by telegram. Thirty-two people went, predominantly Bolsheviks. There were also internationalists from other movements.

We, from Geneva, arrived in Bern at night. We waited for the morning at the railway station and then headed for the People’s House hotel.
»

First, at the hotel, we saw Nadezhda Konstantinovna [Krupskaya]. She gave us a warm welcome and pointed out that everything was going well. Everyone gathered although they had been summoned at short notice. ‘A true Bolshevik orderliness.’ We stayed in Bern for two days.
Vladimir Ilyich was not only occupied with the paperwork for the journey, drawing up of a speech for workers, writing of protocols, statements, etc, but he also organised the entire trip. He insisted that we had to appoint the one in charge of provision, the one in charge of finances, etc. Only when we were on the road did we realise how important it was.  

At last, everything was ready. We were going to Zurich. After a stopover for a few hours, we moved on.
We were not able to avoid a kind of a seeing-off ceremony from opponents of the journey via Germany. Several people came to the station to persuade Ilyich, Zinoviev and others to cancel the trip, wait for an answer from Russia, etc. In particular, I remember how concerned was Comrade [David] Riazanov , who was trying to convince Zinoviev, in a friendly way, to talk Vladimir Ilyich out of going.
At Zurich, we were seen off by Swiss and by our comrades who were staying behind. Ilyich was parting with everybody cordially; he exchanged kisses with many people. He frowned, when some of them said, ‘Vladimir Ilyich, take care of yourself, no one can replace you.’
Having travelled across Switzerland to the German border, we were transferred to German carriages at Schaffhausen. Comrade Platten, a Swiss who accompanied us, instructed us on observing ‘extraterritoriality’: no conversations with people outside the carriage; no leaving the carriage; no letting anyone into the carriage; referring to Platten for any assistance. Vladimir Ilyich was earnest, concentrated. We all tried not to disturb him. But it worked out poorly. Now and again, happy laughter, loud conversation and noise reach his ear.
Vladimir Ilyich was working all the time: he read, took notes but he also treated us all with extraordinary care. He took it upon himself to check whether everybody had a good place to sleep, whether we all had enough food, whether we were settled comfortably; he used to reassure everyone. There was much noise. The racket and cheer were mostly caused by the youth: Safarov, Haritonov, the late Usievich. But the greatest culprit was Comrade Radek. He also made jokes with Ilyich, saying that he would not be able to dodge it now: he was to be the chairman of the revolutionary government. Vladimir Ilyich smirked, and his serious earnest expression disappeared.

From our windows, Germany looked depressing: there was dead calm at the biggest stations, even in Berlin, where life is in full swing at other times. There were hardly any men to be seen. All work was done by women. The fields looked deserted, long abandoned... Vladimir Ilyich paid special attention to it all.

The German territory ended. We boarded a steamer for Stockholm. Once we all gathered in a cabin, to share a table after several days on a train, the ship started to rock. We all had to go to our cabins. Only Vladimir Ilyich and a few other comrades did not succumb to the rocking and stayed on the deck all the time.

At Stockholm, we were received with much ceremony and put in a luxurious hotel. We spent the entire day, until our departure, meeting our Swedish comrades, talking and fussing in every way. In the late evening, we were on the train again, heading for the Finnish border. Everyone was already looking forward to getting to Russia. Ilyich looked even more concentrated. We arrived in Tornio. From there, we had to get on small Finnish sleighs.

In Finland, on the border, we saw the British. It made us uneasy. ‘So the Allies are running the show here’, someone said. Eventually, after a few conversations, we got onto Russian carriages heading for Petrograd. Then we discussed the possibility of an arrest of arrival in Petrograd, for the last time. Everybody receives instructions on what to do if arrested.

At the stations, we find some Russian papers. Lenin devours them. Our first meetings with soldiers on the train turn into a rally. At the station, everybody moves to an appropriate carriage, and Ilyich talks about the next steps of the revolution. Soldiers are listening, asking him questions... Comrade Zinoviev gives a speech.

Starting from Beloostrov, workers meet us at the stations. We all go to the doors, some of us give speeches. On the train, we are joined by comrades Kamenev, Shliapnikov and others, who came to meet Lenin.

We are approaching Finland Station.
On the platform, sailors and the Red Guard are standing in rows; music is playing. Vladimir Ilyich inspected the rows and greeted them.
In the so-called ‘tsar’s stateroom’, members of the Soviet — Chkheidze and Skobelev — were expecting Lenin. There were also members of the Central and the Petrograd committees as well as several groups of our comrades.

Chkheidze spoke on behalf of the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies. He invited Comrade Lenin to unite forces for the ‘protection of the revolutionary Russia’. After that, Comrade Shliapnikov greeted Ilyich on behalf of the bureau of the Central Committee.

In his reply, Vladimir Ilyich, addressing the workers, soldiers and sailors, welcomed the victorious revolution and proposed a slogan: ‘Towards a world revolution!’ — On entering the square, Vladimir Ilyich was picked up by the crowd and put on an armoured car, from where he greeted the Petrograd proletariat for the first time and pointed out the correct way for the revolution... Then Vladimir Ilyich headed for the palace of Kschessinskaya, where members of the Central Committee, the Petrograd Committee and many comrades from outside of Petrograd had gathered. There were about a hundred people in total. Among those present there, I remember Serebryakov, Sosnovsky, Kamenev, Ivan Nikitich Smirnov, Stalin, Dashkevich, Mikhailov (Politicus), Bokii. If I am not mistaken, the meeting was opened by Comrade Mikhailov and gave the floor, first, to several comrades and, only at the end, to Vladimir Ilyich.

The meeting finished only in the early morning. Under the impression from the speech of Vladimir Ilyich, I could clearly feel that a new revolutionary day was breaking...
Olga Ravich
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