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Introduction

In the wake of the 21st century, and the advent of the internet, the speed with which information and ideas spread across the globe became overwhelming, such that an idea cultivated in one continent, could bear fruits in another continent. In the case of China, having liberalized its economy in 1978 using models from the West, and opened up its borders, cultural dilution became inevitable. One of the offshoots of the radical change introduced by the internet and increment in cross-continental interactions was the boldness or inspiration Chinese women, especially the educated class, acquired from their Western counterparts. Similarly, as China came forward to the limelight by signing many international rights treaties, the way it treats its citizens and foreigners became equally aligned towards international standards. In the circumstance, in China, one of the issues that have emerged as a result of rights movements across the globe as well as the advent of the internet and social media, is Tthe issue of equal rights for men and women, which  has gradually gained momentum and has now become one of the most prominent problems debates in the Chinese society. 

Properly examined, On the one hand, women in China are naturally at a disadvantage in terms of rights and opportunities because of the traditional culture and social structure that are predicated on the Confucius principles and lean heavily towards patriarchy; as more women became educated in China and drawing also from the benefits of comparative education from the West and the fact that the 21st century has provided a viable seedbed for feminism, educated women in China have become grossly . This has caused dissatisfiedaction among Chinese women with the Confucius cultural norm that placed them always at the receiving end (Ni 2014). Obviously, one can argue that On the other hand, the spread of Western liberalism and feminist values in China has inspired Chinese feminists (Yu 2006), and this consequently has inspired and recruited . Under such circumstances, a large number of Chinese women toare fighting for the right to equality. Evidently,, most of these women which are young urban women who are able to read and write, appreciate comparative perspectives of how women are treated in the West, and generally have the ability to absorb these values against the dictates of the society. As a backlash towards the feminist movement, the Chinese society discriminates against them for being rebels of the culture and copy-cats of the Western values; they are viewed as unhappy women and often also discriminated by their fellow women who are uneducated and live in the rural areas.suffer the most inequality and are most affected by Western values (Zhang 2013).

While a growing body of literature has examined protest activity of Chinese feminists, much of it focuses on the forms or effects of the activities. Relatively few studies have sought to come to terms with the subjectivity of women. This research does not only focus on the protest activities themselves, but their ideological base, i.e. the subjectivity of Chinese urban young women that drives them to initiate and participate in these activities, as well. To give a more specific illustration, the researcher aims to answer the following three questions: 

Research Questions

1) How do young women in urban China perceive womean's rights nowadays? This question will seek to examine what has changed in the last two decades since the dawn of the 21st century and advent of the internet. In effect, it will inquire the factors that are contributing significantly to the subjective change in perception of women’s rights compared to how and what the previous generations of young urban Chinese women thought.

2) What is the self-identification of young women in urban China in terms of gender relationship? To elaborate a bit, in the past two or three generations, young urban women had a different orientation of perspective about their gender and gender roles in households and society generally. They saw themselves as being lesser beings compared to their husbands and were submissive, with the primary role to raise children. In that circumstance, being well educated and pursuing a career was not part of the agenda most times. However, all that has changed and there is a radical shift between women in the 50’s and their 21st century counterparts. This question therefore would examine thoroughly the causes of the change in self-identification of young urban women in relation to gender.  

3) What kind of physical, psychological, and geographical protesting tactics do female protesteors and petitioners use to make collective claims motivated by such rights awareness and self-identification? In answering this question, I hope to examine the various techniques and platforms on which women carry out their protests and the methods they consider effective in the dissemination of the feminist message. For example, the role of clothing, brands and designs, comparative analysis of women’s rights elsewhere especially in the West, emotional appeals, use of arts such as cartoons to depict certain feminist ideologies, etc, would be thoroughly examined and their effects also analyzed.

The answers of these research questions are believed to be significant due to two reasons: First, those investigations on the subjectivity of Chinese women can help to discover the underlying contradictory relationship between genders in contemporary China, and thus to explain the causes whichof intensifying feminist social movements in China. Second, those explorations of Chinese women's understanding of gender relations clarify the ideological base of feminism in China, and therefore contribute to predict the possible form, scale and influence of the Chinese feminist movement in the future.


Literature Review

Some studies reveal rights awareness of urban Chinese young women from different perspectives. Sun (2012) pointed that with political participation as an indicator, the political rights awareness of women in developed urban areas in China isare very strong, even close to the level of developed countries. Li (2006) and Chen (2008) examined the economic rights awareness of Chinese young women in the citiesy, arguing that compared with Korea and Japan, both of which belong to Confucian cultural cluster same as China, Chinese urban young women have a stronger sense of being independent from family and children and seeking equal pay for equal work with men. These previous researches collectively support that the awareness of rights of Chinese women, especially urban youth women, is gradually awakening as the economy grows.

Other researchers, (e.g., Li 2007) examined the self-identification of modern urban Chinese young women. Li, for example, examined the contents of modern Chinese female literature and concluded that in recent years, urban Chinese young women have gradually shaken off the self-positioning of men's appendages and started to build their own social roles independent of men. However, because women's social strength is relatively weak, they cannot quickly get rid of men;. tTherefore such a kind of self-identity is accompanied by a certain confusion. Similarly, by examining the content of modern Chinese female films, Yaning Xu (2014) argued that although the younger generation of Chinese women does show a trend of independence from men in self-identification, this trend is more influenced by Western values and may not be instructive for Chinese women, as in China, it is difficult for women to be economically independent from men, which has led to the confusion of Chinese women's self-identity. Different from Li and Xu, who draw conclusions by examining the content of literary works, Wenjia Sun (2016) and Cuihuan Miao (2008) judged the self-identity of young urban women in China by examining social phenomena. 

Sun, observed that in recent years, young women in China have gradually gained greater initiative in marriage. Unlike decades ago, when women could only passively accept the man who chose her as a spouse, in modern China, women have no less choice than men in choosing a spouse, making marriage a two-way choice process, based on which she concluded that modern Chinese urban women have become independent from men in terms of self-identity. In contrast, Miao finds an opposite social phenomenon, that as the gap between the rich and the poor widens, more and more urban women choose to rely entirely on men with certain wealth in exchange for material satisfaction. Accordingly, she stressed that a considerable part of urban Chinese women have returned to relying on men in terms of self-identification. Admittedly, both of these social phenomena exist objectively, which together reflect the progress and confusion of the self-orientation of Chinese young urban women. In sum, it appears that a sort of dual self-identities are developing simultaneously and in parallel positions; all of these would be concretely examined.

In terms of protest strategies, the extant literature contains abundant discussion. Scholars like James Wilson (1961) argue that protest is a unique type of bargaining. In China, Ling Shen (2002) pointed out that literary and artistic works are an important form of Chinese women's dissatisfaction with the patriarchal society. By portraying successful women who are financially independent and independent of men in their careers and families, Chinese feminists are calling on women to fight against and change the men-dominated societies. Jin Cao (2011) framed another form of protest strategy: Establish their own We-Media, the media channel that is completely controlled by themselves and used to express their views. First, through certain commercial operations, feminists have expanded the scale of their We-Media. Second, when the We-Media gains a certain social influence, they often voice and strive for women's interests on social hot issues and thus win more support. In general, Chinese women’s resistance to patriarchal society is relatively mild and non-violent.


Methodologiesy

The three main questions being explored in this research require data that are of very different natures. Thus, the researcher will need to collect data with various methods.

First, as for the rights awareness of young Chinese urban woman, some previous researches, including Li (2007) and Xu (2014) mentioned in the Literature Review, adopted the method that judging women's right awareness by analyzing female art works with contentd analysis. However, this method suffers the shortcoming that only reflects the self-identity of art-work of the authors rather than of all women; therefore, results in sampling error. The remedial measure is a random sampling method followed by a questionnaire survey of the sample. The specific approach is: first select a few representative Chinese cities, and then randomly send questionnaires to young women in these cities. The questionnaire is made in Likert scale, which consists of a set of questions measuring the rights awareness of women[footnoteRef:1]. Finally, the average score obtained by the sample is used to judge the overall right awareness of urban young women in China.  [1:  Kaur (2016) suggested that women’s rights awareness can be reflected in attitudes to the following issues, including rights under international law, rights of wife, rights to minor children, protectional rights under criminal law, rights under labor laws, personal rights and rights to marriage.] 


Second, for the similar reason, random sampling and questionnaire survey is also adaptable to judge the self-identity of Chinese urban young women. The difference is that self-identity is not a comparable ordinal variable like the rights awareness, but a nominal variable, which means that some changes need to be made to the questionnaire. Gurin (1985) designed a questionnaire which contained 16 category labels (e.g. ‘Feel warm toward Women’s Liberation Movement’) and judged the respondents' self-identity by measuring their self-recognition of each label. In this research, the practicable labels can be extracted from literature on relevant issues.

Third, the research on the protest tactics requires specific detailed data. These data will be collected through individual interviews fromto influential feminist social activists, We-Media operators and writers. BeingAs organizers of the protests, it is presumed that they have the most comprehensive and in-depth understanding of the strategies adopted. After the interview, the researcher will encode the data obtained and finally summarize the outline of the protest tactics of Chinese feminist movement's.


Discussion

Limitations


Limitations of the current research involve the observer effects in the process of collecting data. Specifically, when questionnaires are conducted, respondents may be aware that researchers are measuring their rights awareness and will deliberately choose options that highlight their rights awareness but do not match their true thinking, and in interview, interviewees may exaggeratedly describe their actions in order to highlight their abilities. However, such effects are not impossible to circumvent once the researcher has been made aware of them, and they can be taken into account when designing questionnaires or interviews.

Ethical and Safety Issues

During the questionnaire survey and interview, the participants will be asked to sign a consent form, and the researcher will remove any information from the recorded data that might reveal their identities. Such sensitivity is believed to be more important for the participants of ongoing protests. However, the researcher is also aware that the action participants might intend to use the research as a channel to expand their influence and obtain the bargaining leverage to negotiate with the male-dominated authority. Concerning the nature of the research and the potential bias it might create, such demands from the protesters and activists should be declined or deferred to other public media.

Potential Contributions
Before 1978, China was a closed society in many respects – social events privileged men on the basis of the Confucius principles, citizens were not able to travel out easily for studies and the socialist economy did not encourage independent endeavors or thoughts on how to better oneself. However, after the liberalization of the Chinese economy, followed by China’s signatories to rights treaties, and the advent of internet, a lot of mindsets changed because of external influences generated through cultural, political, economic and educational interactions with the West. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]While a lot of research has been undertaken to analyze the economic and political impacts of the liberalization of 1978 as well as the Internet and western influence on the Chinese society, the role played by these key events and factors in relation to the rise of feminist movements in China has remained under-researched. This research will inquire deeply into the causes and effects of the rise of feminism in China among young urban women and how this social change has affected the way women in China view their identities. 

Furthermore, the research, apart from enriching the existing scholarship in this area of inquiry, will also assist in understanding the difference in social contexts between the West and China in the feminist narrative, given that the ensuing differences have resulted in the dual identity confusion in the latter society, given that Chinese urban women have not fully become economically independent as to achieve the kind of feminism in the West, from which they drew their inspiration.  The thesis will examine the underlying nuances and effects, examine the way forward, the effects of the ongoing feminist movement in the broader society and a prediction of what the future will look like in China based on the foregoing.
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