The year 2020 will be remembered for the outbreak of the often-times deadly virus and pandemic COVID-19. This pandemic has had mammoth effects on humanity worldwide, from loss of life as well as long-term individual and public health issues to economic loss, both in the public and private sector
. 
The year 2020 ended with a glimmer of hope, as the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved the COVID-19 vaccine for individuals aged 16 years and older. The vaccination campaign was successful, to a certain extent. In countries where the vaccination rate amongst the population was high, the number of new infections decreased rapidly, even when lockdown restrictions were eased. 
Restrictions were required in order to reduce the rate of infection due to the unvaccinated population, who were mainly teenagers and children. 

According to epidemiological data, the susceptibility to and transmission of COVID-19 by children decreases as the child’s age decreases. Children tended to be asymptomatic, and presented a more favorable outcome than adults. However, the emergence of new variants increased the risk to children both to the severity and effects of the virus and transmission to others. [1], [2], [3].  

In May 2021, the FDA and CHMP 
approved the use of the COVID-19 vaccine for teenagers from the age of 12. Following this approval, some countries considered extending the eligibility requirement for the vaccine to children aged 12-16. The expectation was that this could contribute to the control of the pandemic, something that became even more important in light of new COVID-19 variants. The understanding was that increasing the vaccination rate could even help achieve herd immunity and ultimately lead to the start of the recovery of the global economy.  
In Israel, the vaccination campaign started in mid-December 2020. By 3rd June 2021, 59.35% of the population was fully vaccinated. The highest recorded average of new COVID-19 infections per day was 8,624 cases on 17th January 2021. This number gradually declined as the percentage of the population who were vaccinated increased and by the beginning of June 2021, there were only 15 new cases a day. Unfortunately, due to the outbreak of the Delta Variant, the weekly average of new cases increased to 450 at the beginning of July 2021. 

Based on an Israeli nationwide observational study, vaccine effectiveness against symptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infections, COVID-19-related hospitalizations and deaths exceeded 96% across all age groups. There was a positive correlation between the vaccination rate and age groups. For those 70 years and above, the rate of effectiveness
 exceeded 95%, for 50-70 year olds the rate was approximately 90% and for 20-40 year olds the rate was approximately 80%. 

The percentage of people who were vaccinated in Israel  reached a  plateau over the previous two months
. The rate of vaccination of the first vaccine increased by only 2.3% from 60.7%  
on  1st April 2021 to 63% on 1st June 2021. [4], [5], [6] This phenomenon existed in other countries as well and was probably caused by the hesitancy on the part of the population to receive the vaccine. 
In general, many people were hesitant to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. Vaccine hesitancy is defined by the World Health Organization (WHO) as “a delay in acceptance or refusal of vaccination despite the availability of vaccination services.” [7] The causes of vaccine hesitancy varied from country to country and were vaccine specific. This indicated a need to strengthen the capacity of national programs to identify local causes and factors and to develop appropriate strategies [8], [9]. In addition, in order to implement a strategy of vaccinating children and teenagers, it was essential to first overcome the natural hesitancy on the part of many parents to consent to vaccinating their children.  

�I feel this needs further elaboration and explanation. We recently lived through the pandemic. However, depending on the intended audience of this piece, an explanation of the need for lengthy lockdowns – for instance the closing of schools and businesses apart from essential industries as well as the financial and psychological toll on society – should be mentioned. Also a sentence could be added that the pandemic and its effects will be felt for many more years to come.


�Not necessarily relevant at all – see my next comment.


�These arguments are not relevant here. They may be important but do not relate to the way in which the vaccine improved the situation. I also don’t see why the 3 footnotes are bunched together. I haven’t amended this paragraph – I would recommend moving it or better still, deleting it altogether. Also – not clear what the meaning is “children present a more favourable outcome than adults” –the writer probably means that children usually have a much milder case?


�What does this stand for? I looked it up but there are in fact 2 possibilities.


�This needs to be clarified – what is meant by rate of effectiveness? Effectiveness against infection? Hospitalization? Serious case, etc.


�This is unclear. Which two months???


�The statistics are not clear – is this 60.7% of the whole population?


�This is unclear. Which two months???


�The statistics are not clear – is this 60.7% of the whole population?





