(57) ABSTRACT

ISSUE

Provide a method and centre for fund management for a betting system that is highly convenient.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM

A remaining funds management centre 5 that has a remaining funds database 51 that stores remaining funds data comprising a telephone number for verification, remaining funds, and a personal identification number that performs a payout of winning funds by adding the payout amount to the remaining funds in the remaining funds data for the winner based on data related to wins obtained from the public race betting centre 7. Furthermore, the remaining funds management centre 5 responds to withdrawal requests from a telephone 3, identifies remaining funds data corresponding to the indicated telephone number for verification in the remaining funds database 51 and after verifying the user, updates the remaining funds based on the withdrawal amount and provides a withdrawal receipt number to the user. In addition, after verification of the withdrawal receipt number based on a receipt number verification request from a deposit/withdrawal terminal 1, the remaining funds management centre 5 authorizes withdrawal. In conjunction with this, the deposit/withdrawal terminal 1 installed in the store provides cash equivalent to the withdrawal amount to the user.

Claims

Claim 1:

A funds management method for a betting system that accepts bets from users for public races comprising:


a payout step of identifying a winners remaining funds data based on data related to winnings and adding payout funds to the remaining funds of this remaining funds data using remaining funds management that manages a database that stores remaining funds data including an identification code and balance of remaining funds for each user and;


a withdrawal step of in response to a withdrawal request from the user, after verifying the user based on said remaining funds management, the remaining funds data corresponding to the indicated identification code is specified in said database, the requested withdrawal amount is subtracted from the remaining funds of this remaining funds data and authorization to provide cash at the prescribed store terminal is granted and cash equivalent to said withdrawal amount is provided to the user at the store where this store terminal is installed.

Claim 2:

The funds management method of claim 1, wherein said remaining funds data further includes verification information, said withdrawal step receives an identification code, verification information, and withdrawal amount in addition to said withdrawal request from the user; identifies corresponding remaining funds data using said identification code as a key; compares said verification information received to the verification information for said indicated remaining funds data; checks if said received withdrawal amount is less than the remaining funds in said indicated remaining funds data; and if the results for said comparison of verification information and said remaining funds check are shown to be ok, authorization for withdrawal of said withdrawal amount at said store terminal is granted.

Claim 3:

The funds management method of claim 2, wherein in said withdrawal step, if said comparison of verification information and said remaining funds check are shown to be ok, a withdrawal receipt number is both provided to the user and retained; and the identification code and withdrawal receipt number input by the user are received from said store terminal, comparison of this withdrawal receipt number is performed, and if shown to be ok, authorization of withdrawal of said withdrawal amount is granted to said store terminal.

Claim 4:

The funds management method of any of claims 1 to 3 further comprising a deposit step where in conjunction with a deposit request from a user, if remaining funds data corresponding to the indicated identification code is registered in said database, the deposit amount is added to the remaining funds in the remaining funds data; while if corresponding remaining funds data is not registered in said database, remaining funds data is created and registered in said database.

Claim 5:

A funds management centre that is a funds management centre for a betting system that receives bets from users for public races comprising a database that stores remaining funds data that includes an identification code and balance of remaining funds for each user; a payout means that acquires the identification code and payout amount for a winner from a computer that manages betting results, specifies the corresponding remaining funds data in said database using said identification code as a key, and adds the payout amount to the remaining funds of this remaining funds data; and a withdrawal means where in conjunction with a withdrawal request from the user, after verifying the user, remaining funds data corresponding to the indicated identification code is specified in said database and in addition to subtracting the requested withdrawal amount from the remaining funds of this remaining funds data, withdrawal authorization is granted to the prescribed store terminal.

Claim 6:

The fund management method of claim 5, wherein said withdrawal means receives an identification code, verification information, and withdrawal amount in addition to said withdrawal request; specifies corresponding remaining funds data using said identification code as a key; compares said received verification information to the verification information of said indicated remaining funds data; checks if said received withdrawal amount is less than the remaining funds in said indicated remaining funds data; and if said comparison of verification information and check of said remaining funds are shown to be ok, withdrawal of said withdrawal amount by said store terminal is authorized.

Claim 7:

The funds management method of claim 6, wherein in said remaining funds data further comprises verification information; in the case that the results of said comparison of verification information and said remaining funds check are ok, said withdrawal means retains and provides a withdrawal receipt number; receives the identification code and withdrawal receipt number input by the user from said store terminal; compares this withdrawal receipt number; and if the comparison results are shown to be ok, grants withdrawal authorization of said withdrawal amount to said store terminal.

Claim 8:

The funds management method of any of claims 5 to 7 where in conjunction with a deposit request from a user, if remaining funds data corresponding to the indicated identification code is registered in said database, the deposit amount is added to the remaining funds in the remaining funds data; while if corresponding remaining funds data is not registered in said database, remaining funds data is created and registered in said database.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

0001

TECHNOLOGICAL FIELD INVENTION BELONGS TO

The present invention is related to a funds management method for managing each user’s funds in a betting system for public races.

0002

BACKGROUND TECHNOLOGY

In a conventional betting system for public races, users performed registration as members beforehand and managed funds using a dedicated financial institution. The dedicated financial institutions had two types of accounts, accounts specifically for betting and regular accounts for each user (member) and users deposited funds for betting in their account specifically for betting.

0003

At the public races centre, the remaining balance in the account specifically for betting for each user was recorded on the morning of the race and betting and returning funds and the like were performed using this remaining funds information and the difference in the final remaining balance and remaining balance recorded initially for each user was processed through bank transfer between the accounts specifically for betting for each user and the account for the administrator of public races.

0004

For example, if a user wants to withdraw payout funds, when a withdrawal is requested from a prescribed terminal, the funds are transferred from their account specifically for betting to their regular account and the funds would be withdrawn from the user’s regular account.

0005

THE ISSUE(S) THAT THIS INVENTION INTENDS TO RESOLVE

However, in the system described above, because existing bank networks were used for settlement, receiving payout of winnings required requesting bank transfer from an account specifically for betting to a regular account and after funds were transferred to the account, payout could be withdrawn using an ATM. Here, depending on timing of the request for bank transfer, the transfer processing at the financial institution was not performed until the next business day making it not possible to retrieve winnings on the same day.

0006

In light of the issue described above, an objective of the present invention is to provide a method and centre for funds management for a betting system that is highly convenient. Furthermore, another object of the present invention is providing of method and centre for funds management that enables immediate payout of winnings.

0007

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE VARIOUS ISSUES

In order to achieve the objective described above, a funds management method according to a first perspective of the present invention is a funds management method for a betting system that accepts bets from users for public races comprising:a payout step of identifying a winner’s remaining funds data based on data related to the winnings and adding payout funds to the remaining funds of this remaining funds data using remaining funds management that manages a database that stores remaining funds data that includes an identification code and balance of remaining funds for each user and;a withdrawal step of in response to a withdrawal request from the user, after verifying the user based on said remaining funds management, the remaining funds data corresponding to the indicated identification code is specified in said database, the requested withdrawal amount is subtracted from the remaining funds of this remaining funds data and authorization to provide cash at the prescribed store terminal is granted and cash equivalent to said withdrawal amount is provided to the user at the store where this store terminal is installed.

0008

With this type of construction, for example, using a telephone number or the like as an identification code as a key to manage the remaining balance of the user’s funds, payout of winnings can be attained immediately in the account through adding the winnings to the user’s remaining funds; therefore, through indication of their identification code and amount of funds, users can immediately receive payout of winnings and the like at a shop such as a convenience store. In addition, through managing withdrawal and payout of each user’s funds at the designated centre without depending on financial institutions, time and location usage restrictions are reduced making withdrawal and payout more convenient.

0009

Additional verification information can be included with said remaining funds data where said withdrawal step receives an identification code, verification information, and withdrawal amount in addition to said withdrawal request from the user; can specify remaining funds data corresponding to said identification code; can compare said verification information received to verification information in said indicated remaining funds data; can check if said withdrawal amount received is less than the remaining funds in said indicated remaining funds data; where if the results of said comparison of verification information and check of said remaining funds are shown to be ok, withdrawal of said withdrawal amount at said store terminal can be authorized. This enables improving safety of processing a withdrawal.

0010

In said withdrawal step, in the case that the results of said verification information comparison and said remaining balance check are both shown to be ok; a withdrawal receipt number that is provided to the user can be stored; the identification code and withdrawal receipt number input by the user can be received from said store terminal; comparison of this withdrawal receipt number can be performed; and if the comparison results are shown to be ok, authorization for withdrawal of said withdrawal amount can be provided to said store terminal. This enables improving safety of processing a withdrawal.

0011

Preparation of an additional deposit step of when a deposit request is made by a user, if the remaining funds data corresponding to the indicated identification code is registered in said database, the deposit amount is added to the remaining funds of this remaining funds data; however, in the case that this remaining funds data is not registered in said database, remaining funds data is created and registered in said database can be performed.

