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It proposed integrating that project into WIPO's regular activities,
given the importance of the project’s expected outputs.
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There were no more observations from the floor.
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The Chair proposed to discuss part Il of the Progress Reports
together with document CDIP/22/9, since they were the completion
report and the evaluation report of the same project.
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Hence, he invited the Secretariat to introduce part 11l of document
CDIP/22/2, the progress report for the period from June 2017 to July
2018 on DA Recommendations, contained in Annex VIl of the
document.
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The Secretariat (Mr. Irfan Baloch) introduced the Progress Report
for the Period from July 2017 to June 2018 on the Development
Agenda Recommendations, contained in Annex VIl of document
CDIP/22/2.
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In the past, that report used to cover 19 recommendations.
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Based on the observations of delegations in past sessions, it had
been restructured and now covered all 45 Recommendations.
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The implementation strategy addressed 19 Recommendations, as
agreed.

The Secretariat had taken a comprehensive view as to the
implementation of each Recommendation, which could be a project
that implemented a certain recommendation, other activities
undertaken by WIPO.
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It had also drawn links from the Program and Budget for 2018/19 to
DA Recommendations to bring that information in one consolidated
document.
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It provided an overview of all the activities implemented to address
the DA Recommendations.
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The list of activities with other related information was contained in
the Technical Assistance Databases (IP-TAD) available at
Hhttp://www.wipo.int/tad.
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The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) took note of the
information in the progress report and appreciated the Secretariat
for producing and presenting the document.
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That highly qualified report provided invaluable information on
progress achieved in the implementation of the DA and other
projects.
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The report provided a comprehensive overview of the
implementation of 45 Recommendations and their links to related
programs in the Program and Budget.
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The format and structure of the progress report were good, in
particular the self-evaluation part.
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There were no observations from the floor.
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The Chair postponed the discussion on part Il of document
CDIP/22/2.
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AGENDA ITEM 6(1): WIPO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN THE
AREA OF COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
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Document under consideration CDIP/22/3 — Feasibility of
Establishing a Web-Forum on Technical Assistance
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The Secretariat (Mr. Irfan Baloch) mentioned that document
CDIP/22/3 responded to a request by the 215 session of the CDIP.
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He recalled that the 18" session of the CDIP had adopted a set of
decisions initially proposed by the Delegation of Spain with regard to
the implementation of recommendations contained in the Review of
WIPQ's Technical Assistance.
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At the 215 session of the CDIP, the Secretariat had made an oral
presentation in which it requested guidance from Member States
with regard to establishing a forum for discussions on the subject of
technical assistance.
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The Secretariat had identified certain areas where it needed clarity.
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The outcome of that discussion based on that presentation was
twofold: (1) the Secretariat was requested to come up with a
feasibility document and (2) the holding of an interactive dialogue on
technical assistance scheduled for the current session of the CDIP.
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In document CDIP/22/3, the Secretariat had taken a modular
approach.
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The one-time cost of technical development was given a tentative
price, which would be subject to possible adjustment, based on the
implementation of the proposal.
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The recurring per annum cost was more important and would be
determined by the decision of the CDIP on the languages needed,
on the moderation required, and other areas where the Secretariat
could not identify or calculate a definitive budget.
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Secretariat invited the Committee to provide clarity and guidance on
the implementation of the web forum as pointed out in the
document.
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The Chair opened the floor for observations or comments.
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The Delegation of Canada, speaking on behalf of group B, stated
that the document CDIP/22/3 provided useful indications on the
parameters and resource implications of that initiative.
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Regarding the technical developments, it supported the Secretariat's
suggestion to use one of the existing WIPO platforms to host such
forums, including as a way to minimize costs by promoting
commonality and interoperability among platforms.
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It noted the Secretariat's observation regarding “low usage in similar
web forums.” The CDIP had been discussing that issue specifically
in relation to the web forum on technology transfer.
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The CDIP could collectively keep in mind any ideas seeking to
enhance participation to the web forum on technology transfer and
apply them to any new web forum on technical assistance.
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The promotion of those platforms by Member States themselves
within their respective countries and regions and with interested
stakeholders was key to increasing the use of those platforms.
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As regards the administration and moderation of the proposed
forum, it welcomed indications from the Secretariat as to whether its
proposals in relation to the web forum on technical assistance arose
from its experience with existing WIPO web fora.
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Generally, the Group encouraged commonality and interoperability
among those platforms so as to pull resources as much as possible
and thus foster efficiency, particularly where platforms had similar
subject matter.
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The Delegation of Lithuania, speaking on behalf of the CEBS Group,
noted that the document CDIP/22/3 gave a better understanding
about potential costs and technical solutions of that initiative.
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It noted the Secretariat’s observation on the “low usage in similar
web-forums”.

A8 o Alles Ciliia b alaain) aliadl” ol AleY) ddaadly Ll bl

i yiny)

However, it was open to considering the establishment of the web
forum on technical assistance, in particular considering interests and
arguments of the interested beneficiary countries.
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It looked forward with interest to the interactive dialogue on technical
assistance with the expectation to learn more about perceptible
bottlenecks and to discuss the best ways to address them, including
potentially through the creation of the web forum.
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The Delegation of Austria, speaking on behalf of the EU and its
member states, thanked the Secretariat for document CDIP/22/3.
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Technical assistance was one of the most important services of
WIPO and of special importance for developing countries.
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While it was very much in favor of improving and offering
tailor-made technical assistance services, the experience with web
fora showed that they often lacked an audience.
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It looked forward to learning more about possible solutions which, it
hoped, would emerge during the interactive dialogue.
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The Delegation of Nepal welcomed the Secretariat's proposal
reflected in document CDIP/22/3.
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It was convinced that through that model, Member States could
share their experience, tools and methodologies regarding technical
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assistance and capacity building. REANEN]
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there was much to adapt. sl e Kl

It requested the Secretariat to regularly update on the progress of
that web forum in appropriate time intervals, as agreed by Member
States so as to evaluate its effectiveness, efficiency and outcomes
and to decide how to move ahead.
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