STEM PD centre models 
A route to leading improvements in STEM education: 
current challenges in relation to PD and ways forward setting up PD centres

STEM is the acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. The aim of this document is to provide policy makers and STEM professional development centres (PDC) with information that can inspire them to improve STEM PD by strengthening an existing, or developing a new, STEM PD Centre.
Educational systems are always interacting, developing and changing. Such activity is important in a learning environment.  However, changing ambitions and conditions for reaching new targets concerning education and professional development (PD) are slow processes. When it comes to STEM PD the pre-requisites and conditions differ a lot between European countries and regions. 
This document focuses on STEM PD Centres, their organization, their affiliations, their target groups, their relative dependencies and autonomy, their collaborations and the PD landscape they operate within.
The aim is NOT to find a “best way” of organizing a STEM PD Centre! Instead it is to show, discuss and inspire the finding of alternative ways of arranging the architecture for STEM PD so that it might fit into the whole society in each country or region. This will provide an incentive for change and improvement in the quality and impact of STEM PD.
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