B. Abraham and Moses
We find in Genesis 13:

14 The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes, and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; 15 for all the land which you see I will give to you and to your descendants for ever. 16 I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your descendants also can be counted. 17 Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.”18 So Abram moved his tent, and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron; and there he built an altar to the Lord.

What is the meaning of the text that reads "Lift up your eyes, and look … for all the land which you see" (verses 14-15)? While it is entirely possible that this command to Abram stands independently, given its juxtaposition with the verses that follow it is also possible that viewing the land leads to walking the land, as appears in verse 17. Abraham and Moses are the two biblical figures who are shown the land by God, and we find parallel language in those two instances. Verses 14-15 are very similar to the command received by Moses: "Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift up your eyes westward and northward and southward and eastward, and behold it with your eyes" (Deuteronomy 3:27).
 
4 And the Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  According to an early midrash, not only was the land revealed to Moses, but also time, space and God's activities in the world. The parallel between Moses' view and that of Abraham influenced the manner in which Abraham's character is depicted in The Testament of Abraham, a pseudepigraphic text … Moses is presented as experiencing a vision of future generations: "Every generation and its kings, every generation and its judges, etc." (Leviticus Rabbah 26:7 Margoliyot Edition, p. 60]). This expression is borrowed from the vision ascribed to Adam (Seder Olam Rabbah, Ch. 30; Bavli Sanhedrin 38b).   ] 


The Genesis Apocryphon understood that Abraham climbed to the top of a high mountain, and established a place for himself there … the apocryphon connects Abraham's walking to God's command to him to view the land.


=========
Note 24:
In a similar vein, an early Samaritan midrash writes: "Abraham, who raised his eyes and saw the four directions of the land, received all that was between them." (Tibat Marqe, Z. Ben-Hayyim, Jerusalem 1984, pp. 134-135). This certainly hints to Genesis 13:14 "lift up your eyes and look." See A. Tal, A Dictionary of Samaritan Aramaic, Vol. I-II. Leiden 2000, s.v. s-q-f (pp. 608-609) and s.v. z-q-f (p. 238; see also Pseudo-Jonathan on Genesis 13:14). Here it is clear that the land given as an inheritance to Abraham (according to Genesis 13:14) was not the land of Israel, but the entire world.
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