	In the interwar years, Poland was the state with the largest Jewish community (approximately 3 million people, while in the whole of Europe, there were an approximate 9.5 million Jews2). Traditionally, the local Jewry played a key role in the region’s economy; for in the interwar years, the share of Jews in trade and crafts in Poland amounted to around 70%.3 Moreover, prior to the Second World War, trade itself was the most common occupation within the local Jewish community. This is evidenced by the 1921 census data: while 23.5% of Polish Jews worked in the craft and industrial sectors4, 62.6% of all Jews in the country were employed in the trade sector. As a result, when we speak about Polish traders, we are principally referring to Jews.5
	As is well-known, in September 1939, the Soviet Union annexed the eastern region of Poland. The occupied territory6 was divided into Western Belorussia and Western Ukraine, which, in November of that year, officially became part of the corresponding Soviet republics – BSSR and Ukraine-SSR (USSR). According to the Polish census of 1931, 4.6 million people lived on the territory of Western Belorussia, 495,000 of whom were Jews.7 Hence, prior to the Second World War, the local Jewry constituted about 11% of the entire Western Belorussian population.8 From 1939-1941, in the new “western regions,” active Sovietization took place.9 One of the key events is considered to have been the construction of the Soviet economy, with its characteristic, total state-control, rigid centralism, and commanding-administrative approach to management. During the fall events of 1939, the general mass of Eastern Polish Jews welcomed the entry of the Red Army rather warmly. Presumably, few of the Jews understood at the time that they were likely to become the primary victims of the Soviet economic model, whose principles were contrary to the traditional way of life of numerous Jewish traders, artisans, and the entire economy of the shtetl as a whole.  
	A summary of the Soviet economic transformations in the Polish lands occupied by the Soviet Union is already presented in a number of publications10; in addition, the general history of the local Jewish population under the conditions of the Sovietization policy is also revealed.11 This article chiefly focuses on the social and interethnic consequences of the reconstruction of the trade sphere in Western Belorussia, leading up to the German-Soviet War and the Holocaust. More specifically, this publication is simultaneously an attempt to examine the changes within the sphere of trade, as an essentially “Jewish” specialization in the region; and to also analyze the transformation of the social status of traders in general, and that of Jewish traders, in particular. In my analysis, I use the theory put forth by historian Andrew Sloin, who asserts that the economic policy of the Soviet authority in the BSSR, during the 1920’s, played a key role in the rise of social and interethnic conflicts there.12 Using material from Western Belorussia, I aim to show the extent to which the economic factor contributed to the change in the social status of Jewish traders, and the rise of antisemitism, exactly two years before the beginning of the Holocaust in these lands. 

