Introduction
The definition and management of European frontiers has historically been a complex exercise in geopolitical terms. Certainly, the main scenario over the last decade has been one in which the Euro-Mediterranean frontier has been subjected to pressure from repeated so-called “migration emergencies”. This cross-border geopolitical situation hinges in particular on the role of those countries situated in locations that are geographically most favourable for crossing borders. It is difficult to assess the extent to which the recurrent migration crises may be attributed to exogenous factors such as failed states, military and civil conflicts, economic collapse or environmental disasters, or endogenous ones such as border control, management of migration flows, integration policies or stagnant economies in the host countries. The increase in migration flows over recent years is certainly quite exceptional when compared to the average rate of arrivals during the previous decade, but one cannot help but question whether it is so exceptional as to justify the sequence of unilateral actions to reinforce national border controls carried out by several European countries in recent months. In other words, the question is whether the present geopolitical impasse on the Mediterranean borders of Europe is a result of a “crisis of policy” or whether it is simply a migration crisis in the narrowest sense.
The principal objective pursued by European politics over the last decade has basically been to confine undesired migration movements to the fringes of Europe as far as possible, directly in countries outside Europe, or else in the member States situated along what has now become a common border. This has been carried out both by the stipulation of a dense network of cooperation agreements with countries outside Europe and by the reinforcement of the rules of the so-called “Dublin System”, in place since 1997, which places the burden of providing shelter to asylum seekers on the country of first arrival. This type of model was unsustainable from both the judicial and the geopolitical points of view, and signs of the crisis it has caused have been obvious for several years now. The dramatic humanitarian situation that has been created as much on the borders with countries outside the Schengen agreement as on the internal borders between EU states, as well as in the many migrant centres of various different kinds, clearly expresses the sense of the inadequacy of the European political response to the present crisis. 

The building of Europe between new geopolitical areas and graduated freedom of movement
The arduous evolution of the European Union as a key transnational geopolitical figure is taking place in parallel with a complex redefinition of the policies of Member States with regard to their frontiers, along their new and shared external borders. Many commentators believe that this development is exemplified above all by their policies on the control of external borders; others see the creation of the Schengen region, with the establishment of shared external borders, as the foundation of a different type of European citizenship, constructed on a new definition of belonging and of difference. At any rate, the creation of the Schengen region as an area of freedom, security and justice would appear to replicate at a continental level the same geopolitical dynamics produced by the creation and transformation of national spaces: a new transnational political and socio-economic unit is being created, which is at the same time marking out a boundary line that defines the rights of belonging. 
In modern geopolitical theory, borders are habitually described as lines of separation between different sovereign political entities. They are seen as force fields where contrasting geopolitical factors interact with each other in search of a final equilibrium constructed around a territorial demarcation of different spheres of influence (Agnew, 1999). In this context, the new geopolitical unit that is the nation state, being an expression of a particularistic perspective, has attributed a special and exclusive significance to the “territorialization of identity and the conferring of identity on territories” (Encel, Thual, 2004), and has contributed to the reshaping of countries' concepts of frontiers and borders from a modern perspective. In the modern geopolitical imagination, the border appears as a line or barrier that identifies and protects national sovereignty from the outside, functioning as an institutional system attributed with prevalently politico-military functions.
